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Acknowledgement of Country 

Newport Lakes Primary School acknowledges the Yalukit-Willam people of the Bunurong in the  Kulin 
Nation as the Traditional Custodians of the lands of the school. We pay our respect to the Elders past, 
present and emerging. As we share our knowledge, teaching and practices, may we also pay respect to 

the knowledge embedded forever within the Aboriginal custodianship of the country. 
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Dear Parents, 
 
Parent Information Sessions, Parent Teacher Interviews and Open Classrooms 
A big thank-you to all the classroom and specialist teachers for the virtual Parent Information Sessions 
conducted last week. There was strong online attendance to all the sessions and feedback from parents 
has been very positive.  
 
The sessions gave parents an overview of their child’s curriculum as well as a summary of other activities 
and events such as homework, significant events, school camps, etc. If parents were unable to log on 
during the evening, a recording of the session or the accompanied slides are available on the Compass 
News Feed. 
 
Following on from these sessions are the ‘Meet the Teacher’ interviews to be conducted next Thursday 
9th March between 2-7pm. Information on how to book your P-T interview with your child’s teacher and 
specialist teacher has been sent to all parents via Compass.  
 
Later in the term, all the school’s classrooms will be open for parents and carers to come along to school 
and visit. Teachers will be on hand, but the expectation is that the children will be able to give parents a 
guided tour of their classroom and a rundown of the wonderful work they have been doing in their class.  
The open classroom sessions will be conducted between 3.30pm- 4.15pm on Thursday 16th March. 



Pupil Free Days 2023 
The following Pupil free days have been proposed for this school year. 
 
Term 1 Friday 10th March (Teacher training subject: Numeracy) 
Term 2  Wednesday 24th May – (Professional Practice Day / (teacher planning) 
Term 3  Friday 21st July (Teacher training subject: STEM / Neuro diversity)  
Term 4  Monday 6th November—Student Report Writing  
 
There will be no school for students on these days. When there is sufficient interest, childcare will be 
available for the Newport Lakes PS families on these days by the school’s OSHC provider. 
 
Swim Team  
Congratulations to the school swim team that competed in the regional trials at the Werribee outdoor 
pool this week. 
 
The children and staff had a wonderful day with a very credible second place and many of our students 
going onto the next stage. A big thank you to the parents that were able to come along on the day and 
support the children.  
 
A report on the swim sports day will be is available in the next newsletter. 
 
Thank You for Supporting our Parents Club 
It was very pleasing to note the large numbers of parents that were able to attend the very important 
Parents Club meeting on Tuesday evening to elect the office bearers for 2023 – without the support of 
these parents the club could not continue to be an important element of our school community. 
  
Events arranged by our Parents Club, such as the Family Day breakfasts, parent information workshops, 
Bunnings BBQ’s, classroom friendship lists, World Teachers Day, icy pole days, parental social events, 
School Fete etc. are an important part of what makes Newport Lakes Primary School such a special place.    
 
Without these activities our school would still be a safe and engaging place for our students to learn but 
it would just lack that community feel which our school is so well known for having.  Our Parents Club 
provides that ‘little bit extra’ which all our students and staff enjoy so much about our school, and we 
were all very pleased that its future is secure. 
 
Parent Workshops 
Following on from the very successful Parent workshop on ‘How to help your child with Maths at home’, 
our next workshop, ‘Chaos to Calm’is planned for the evening of Tuesday 28th March.  Presented by 
Chrissy Davies, the workshop aims to give parents strategies on creating happier and safer home and 
classroom environments.  Chrissy is an engaging and sought after guest speaker when it comes to 
understanding children and how they move through our world. 
 
Brought to you by the NLPS Parents Club, the workshop is yet another example of how our Parents Club 
enriches our school.   
 
I hope you all have a great week. 
 
 
David Moss, 
Principal 



Wellbeing Poster Competition to help decorate Sam’s office 

 
Over the last two weeks children were invited to design and make a poster, that has an inspirational 
quote on it. This could be one that they made up or they could have used their favourite quote. 
Please find below some of our wonderful entries. It was far too difficult for the judging panel to choose 
just one poster, but we were able to narrow it down to a few   The winning posters will be displayed in 
Sam’s office, so feel free to pop your head in to see them. However, having said that all entries were 
winners in their own way and will be displayed around the school to inspire and motivate people. Thank 
you to the children who not only took the time to make a poster, but also shared hope and positivity 
around our wonderful school. 
Samantha Meddis 

  

 







eSafety 101: how eSafety can help you 

 

This 30-minute webinar is designed for parents and carers of young people in primary and secondary 
school. 

It will cover: 

• who we are 

• what you can report to eSafety 
• helpful advice and resources for parents and carers.  

Term 1 dates (Australian Eastern Daylight Time) 
8 February 12:30 pm to 1:00 pm  
21 March 7:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

REGISTER NOW 

 Setting your child up for success online 

This 30-minute webinar is designed for parents and carers of young people in primary school. 

It will cover: 

• age-appropriate expectations and boundaries 
• online risks and strategies to keep your children safe 

• where to find support for you and your child when things go wrong. 
Term 1 dates (Australian Eastern Daylight Time) 
8 February 7:30 pm to 8:00 pm  
28 February 12:30 pm to 1:00 pm 
14 March 12:30 pm to 1:00 pm 

REGISTER NOW 

 Getting the most out of gaming 

This 45-minute webinar provides families with strategies for supporting children and young people to 
have safe, positive experiences when playing games online. It is designed for parents and carers of 
children aged 7 to 14. 

It will cover:    

• when gaming can be beneficial and strategies to promote better in-game experiences 

• how to keep children safe online – using safety and privacy settings in games and platforms 

• strategies to promote more balanced gaming and how to create smoother transitions from game-play 
to other activities 

• the key online risks and where to find help for things like bullying and harassment in games.  
Term 1 dates (Australian Eastern Daylight Time) 
14 February 12:30 pm to 1:15 pm  
14 March 7:30 pm to 8:15 pm 

REGISTER NOW 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/9079267171533697803
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/1671877126416238091
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/1334321559130979344


VICTORIA POLICE —STOPIT service 

STOPIT is a new Victoria Police text notification service enabling commuters, 
including school students, to report any form of inappropriate behaviour that makes 
them feel uncomfortable, frightened or threatened on the public transport network. 

 

How STOPIT works 

The STOPIT service enables commuters to use their mobile phone to promptly, 
easily and discreetly report inappropriate behaviours. 

 

To use the service, commuters simply text ‘STOPIT’ to 0499 455 455. This triggers 
an automated response that includes a link to where the commuter can provide 
more details about what’s just happened. 

 

When people report these types of inappropriate behaviours, police can investigate 
and identify offenders to improve safety on public transport for everyone. 

 

Parents and carers are encouraged to consider discussing the new service with 
students who travel on public transport. Students who use mobile phones outside 
of school hours are encouraged to save the STOPIT number in their mobile phone. 

 

Please note, STOPIT is for reporting non-urgent incidents on public transport. 
Always phone 000 in an emergency. 

For more information, refer to sexual and anti-social behaviour on public transport 
on the Victoria Police websitE 



Month Date/s Time Event 

MARCH    

 Thur 2nd 5.30pm –7.00pm 

4.30pm—5.30pm 

Prep Picnic 

Prep Classrooms Open 

 Fri 3rd  9am—11.00am Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport @ Newport Gardens 

 Tue 7th  School Photos 

 Thur 9th 2.00pm—7.00pm Meet the Teacher Interviews 

 Fri 10th  Pupil Free Day—no students at school 

 Tues 14th  Division Swimming Carnival 

 Thur 16th 3.30pm—4.15pm Yrs 1—6   Open Classrooms for parents 

 Fri 17th 9am—11am Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport @ home 

Icy Pole Day 

 Mon 20th—Wed 22nd  Yr 6 Camp- Billabong Ranch 

 Thur 23rd  Yr 3 Science Incursion  

 Mon 27th—Wed 29th  Yr 5 Camp—Billabong Ranch 

 Wed 29th Yr 3 & 4 Basketball Incursion 

APRIL    

 Thur 6th 2.30pm dismissal Last day of Term 1  

 Fri 7th –Fri 21st  SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

 Mon 24th  First day of Term 2 

 Tue 25th  Anzac Day—No School 

MAY    

 Mon 1st—Wed 3rd  Yr 3/4 Camp—Lake Dewar 

 Wed 24th May  Pupil Free Day 

JUNE    

 Mon 12th   Public Holiday—No School 

 Fri 23rd 2.30pm dismissal Last day of term 2 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Mon 26th  June—- Fri 7th  SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

JULY    

 Mon 17th   Athletics Carnival 

 Fri 21st  Pupil Free Day 

AUGUST    

 Mon 21st  Book Week 



Month Date/s Time Event 

SEPTEMBER    

 Fri 15th 2.30pm dismissal Last day of term 3 

 Mon 18th—Fri 29th   SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

NOVEMBER    

 Mon 6th  Pupil Free Day –no students at school 

 Tue 7th  Public Holiday—No School 

 Wed 8th—Fri 10th   Art Show 

DECEMBER    

 Wed 20th 1.30pm dismissal Last day of term 4 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



COMMUNITY NEWS/EVENTS 


