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Principal’s Message
The weather may have been very chilly, but it certainly didn’t dampen the atmosphere generated at the
Parents Club annual Mother’s Day Breakfast conducted last Friday morning before school. The entire
morning was a delightful event that enabled our community to once again get back to our wonderful
school.
Congratulations and thank you to the many, many persons involved in putting the morning together. It
was a team effort with so many pitching in to make the morning so successful. A few special mentions
include Tony Meade’s amazing chalk mural greeting everyone upon arrival, Grant Seidle on the
microphone comparing the mornings events, Sarah’s ( Odd Spot Cafe) delicious beetroot jam & tomato
chutney, Kellie Nori making the late night run to secure more supplies to ensure everyone was fed, the
Office staff for their ongoing amazing assistance, Tracey and the school’s band and choirs for the
provision of wonderful entertainment, and the army of Dads on the BBQs and Milo stand. Also, a big
shout to Mathew Rowe, Erin Stubbs, and Sam Pierce for their amazing work in co-ordinating and
managing the entire event – without their help it just wouldn’t have been possible.
School Terms 2022

Newport 3015 Victoria
Phone: (03) 9391 8942

Contact
Elizabeth
Street

Principal’s
Report Assessment Program -Literacy and Numeracy) NAPLAN tests were conducted for all the
NAPLAN (National
year 3 and 5 students this week. It was the first time that almost all the assessments have gone online
(except the Yr. 3 writing) for all students Australia wide. After a few unsuccessful trials in previous years,
I am very pleased to report that the assessments this year were successfully conducted at Newport Lakes
with very few difficulties.
Parent Helpers Required – Book processing Through the generous support of our wonderful parents by
means of donations to the School Library fund, we are presently in the process of ordering new books for
school and classroom libraries.
Once purchased, these books need to be covered and processed ready for our children to read and enjoy.
We are currently looking for a small group of volunteer parent helpers to perform this task either at
school, or possible at home if this is better suited to their needs.
If interested, or require further information, could you please contact the school to express your interest.
Once the group has been formed, we can then work out the logistics of how the processing can be
actioned to suit the needs of our volunteers.
Covid Update The spread of the Covid virus still remains as something we must continue to be vigilant
about at our school. Although we are usually informed of 2-3 students cases per day, earlier this week 8
new cases were recorded on the one day.
We also have on average 1-2 teachers having the virus each week requiring them to isolate for 7 days.
Replacement of our teachers is often very difficult due to the state-wide shortage of CRT’s (casual relief
teachers) we are currently experiencing. In most circumstances we have been able to successfully replace
our teachers with a supply of local CRT’s that work directly with the school or from a teacher agency. At
times though, this has not been possible, and we had to either drop some of the specialist lessons, or
when no other option is available, the class is required to be split for the day, half day or session amongst
the other grades in their year levels. This is certainly not our preferred option but sometimes the
strategy is required to be actioned to keep us operating and our children attending school. We are
grateful for the support and understanding shown by our community to our staff during this challenging
period.
Students who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. They may
return to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during their 7-day period.
They are required to notify the school that they are a household contact. Students aged 8 years and
above who are household contacts are required to wear face masks when indoors at school unless they
have a valid exemption. If a student household contact returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for
7 days. If your child tests positive, please notify the school office.
School classrooms are often referred to as ‘small petri dishes’ when it comes to the spread of colds and
viruses. Although we have commercial grade air purifiers in each classroom and we endeavour to keep as
high a level of hygiene as possible in our school, the best way to reduce the spread of a virus to students
and teachers is for the virus not to come into the classroom in the first place. If your child is unwell, or
displaying any cold or flu symptoms, please do not send them to school and see your local doctor as
required.

Staff Changes At the end of next week we bid a very fond farewell to Ashlee Shacklock when she begins
her Maternity / Family Leave. On behalf of the entire school community, I would like to send Ashlee and
her partner all our best wishes on the safe arrival of their first child and the joyous times (and sleepless
nights) that will follow.
I would also like to welcome Jill Kelly who will be the new Year 2 teacher for the remainder of the year.
We have also had a 2 other staff members, Evangeline and Courtney that have joined our Newport Lakes
Primary School Education Support Team that perform an excellent job everyday assisting our children in
many different and special ways.
I hope you all have a wonderful week.
David Moss
Principal

Prep Enrolments 2022
We are currently taking enrolments for 2023 Preps. If you have a child that turns 5 before 30th April 2023,
and would like to enrol them at Newport Lakes Primary School please contact the office to collect an
enrolment form, alternatively, enrolment details and forms are available on the school website.
School Tours are currently being conducted on Thursday mornings at 10am and a 2023 Prep Information
evening is planned for 6.30pm on Thursday 19th May. Bookings for both the tours and the information
evening can be made on the school website.
Enrolments for 2023 students should be lodged at the school office before the end of Term 2 (24th June).
Families that are within our ‘school zone’ or have siblings already enrolled, are eligible for enrolment at
NLPS in 2023. It is very important for our school planning purposes that we are aware of any siblings that
may be enrolling in Preps next year.
Also, if you believe your child may be transferring or re-locating to another school, the earlier you can
notify the school the greater you can assist the school in its forward planning and preparation.

Lost Property
If your child seems to be missing an article of their school uniform, then it is a good chance that it has
found its way into the school’s ‘Lost Property Department‘ ie, lost property box.
If parents are up at school, please feel free to call in anytime between 8.45am and 4.00pm to see if any of
the clothing, lunch boxes, drink bottles etc belongs to your child. There is quite an assortment of items in
the box there so allow yourself a good 5-10 minutes to rummage through all the uniforms.

Personal Accident Insurance and Ambulance Cover
A friendly reminder that the Education Department does not provide personal accident insurance for
students. Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured
students, including any transport costs.
Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of
medical expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance. They can be obtained by parents
and guardians for individual children.
Parents are strongly advised to take out family insurance cover or check to see if emergency ambulance
assistance is covered under their health insurance policy.

School Council Update
2022 School Council Members
Please see attached bios for 2022 NLPS School Council representatives. We have a great team of parent
volunteers and teacher representatives who are dedicated to providing their time to support great
outcomes for our school community.
Please reach out to any of our School Council members with any questions you may have or contact the
office if you would like to pass on a message.
Mother’s Day Breakfast
A big shout out to all the great helpers who delivered such a wonderful Mother’s Day Breakfast for our
school. We had a huge turnout of more than 650 people and it was a great Newport Lakes PS community
vibe that has been sorely missed these past two years.
It is these types of events that make our school community so fantastic and we thank everyone who puts
in their voluntary time and effort to make them a success.
Major shout outs to:
•
Erin and Sam and Parents Club – Amazing co-ordination and tireless work to pull the event together
•
Mathew - who rallied the BBQ team of dads. Great job thanks Mathew
•
Tony Mead – up before dawn to complete the beautiful chalk drawing at the school entrance gate
•
Tracey James – Continuing to amaze with her leadership of our school band. The students and the
community are loving all their performances especially “Baby Shark Bites the Dust”!
•
Grant Siedle – Our numero uno MC, another sterling effort on the mike
•
All the other behind the scenes helpers
Proposed changes to the Enterprise Bargaining Agreement – Time In Lieu
A new Victorian Government Schools Agreement has been drafted between Department of Education and
the Teacher Industrial Representative Groups but currently is not yet ratified. An arrangement has been
proposed under this agreement for Teachers and Education Support staff to receive ‘Time in Lieu’ during
school hours whenever a Teacher or ES staff is required to be in attendance outside normal school hours
(eg. for camps, concerts, graduations etc). No extra funding has been granted to schools to cover these
arrangements (e.g. to pay for the use of Casual Relief Teachers when staff take Time in Lieu), making it
hard for schools to financially afford to conduct out of hours activities from 2023 onwards. School Council
discussed the implications of this matter, and have sent a letter to Victorian Education Minister James
Merlino and local Member for Williamstown, Melissa Horne to voice our concerns (see attached). School
Council is investigating ways for parents to also have a voice on this issue and will provide more details
shortly.

School Council Members 2022
Name

Meredith Kelly

Title/Sub-Committee

PRESIDENT
Finance

Reason for being on Council
Being involved with School Council
is a rewarding and productive way
to get involved at Newport Lakes
PS.
I look forward to leading a
dedicated team to achieve positive
outcomes for our school
community

Steph Viljoen

Jo Sutton

Martin Fostr

VICE PRESIDENT /
TREASURER
Finance
Facilities & Management

“If you want to touch the past,
touch a rock. If you want to touch
the present, touch a flower. If you
want to touch the future, touch a
life.” – Author Unknown
This has always been my motto in
life and by helping my school
committee I hope to make that
difference.

SECRETARY
Community and Fundraising
Education

I love supporting the NLPS team
behind the scenes in order to
enrich our beautiful school
community

Education
Facilities & Management

I believe that after strong
educational and support staff, the
facilities and care services go a
long way in helping families
balance work and life
commitments.

Veronica
Barbetta

Murray Hall

Kristy Clucas

Lauren
Sammartino

Leah Campbell

Education
Facilities & Management

I am really looking forward to
supporting the school community
through school council. NLPS has a
wonderful spirit which I am excited
to contribute to.

Community and Fundraising

Parental engagement can help turn
a school into a community. I’ve
already felt the benefits of this at
NLPS and feel compelled (and
excited) to do my bit to make the
NLPS community even stronger for
the benefit of our kids and their
families.

Community and Fundraising

I look forward to helping shape an
inclusive community environment
that supports our children during
their early school years. As I
believe that it takes a village to
raise a child and our school plays
an important role within that
village.

Community and Fundraising

Leah is not a formal member
of Council. She is a parent
with Accounting qualifications
who gives her time and
expertise to the Finance subcommittee.

The NLPS community is an
important part of my children's life
and I look forward to giving back to
the wonderful school community
through my involvement on the
school council.

I came to realise through the many
lockdowns, just how important our
school and its structure are to our
developing children. I had to be
involved. I was happy to be able to
assist the Finance sub-Committee
with its budgeting and strategy
decisions in 2021, leveraging my
experience and qualifications as a
Chartered Accountant, and look
forward to doing so again in 2022.

2022 Calendar of events
Month

Date/s

Time

Event

MAY
Thur 12th

7.30pm

Fri 13th
Thur 19th

Parent Club Meeting @ Junction Hotel
Yr 5/6 interschool Sport—Home v Williamstown
Primary

10.00am

2023 Prep Tour

6.30pm—7.30pm

2023 Prep Information Evening

Fri 20th

Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport @ Newport Gardens

Sat 21st

Federal Election (Democracy Sausage Sizzle)
NLPS Poling Booth

Thur 26th

Pupil Free Day—No School

Fri 10th

Pupil Free Day—No School

Mon 13th

Queen’s Birthday Holiday—No School

JUNE

Fri 24th

2.30pm dismissal

End of Term 2

JULY
Mon 11th

Term 3 begins

AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
Thur 8th

7pm—8pm

School Production

OCTOBER
Mon 3rd

Term 4 begins

Mon 17th—Fri
28th

P-2 Swimming Program

Mon 31st

Pupil Free Day—No School

Month

Date/s

Time

Event

NOVEMBER
Tues 1st

Melbourne Cup Holiday—No School

Mon 7th—Wed 9th

Yr 5/6 Camp (Phillip Island)

Fri 18th

3.30pm—9pm

School Twilight Fete

Mon 21st—Wed 23rd

Yr 3/4 Camp (Lady Northcote)

Sat 26th

Victorian election (Democracy Sausage sizzle)

DECEMBER
Tue 20th

1.30pm dismissal

End of Term 4

Dance Program
In preparation for the 2022 Production the students have been participating in the Dance Program. The Dance
Program has been hosted by Supreme Incursions and this year we are planning to showcase the dances learnt at
the School Production which will be held in Term 3.
All of the students are participating and are extremely engaged in the process of learning each dance move. They
are demonstrating excellent listening skills and the ability to focus and manipulate their bodies as they take on
new, more challenging dance moves in 2022.
The Supreme Incursions dance teachers are very impressed with students at Newport Lakes Primary as they
continue to demonstrate enthusiasm and the willingness to participate and perform.
The students are very much looking forward to performing to an audience and we can't wait to show off our
talented dances at the Production.

SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
On Wednesday, May 4th, all of the students in Grades 3-6 went to the Newport Park Athletics Track to participate in
the 2022 School Athletics carnival.
We were delighted that the event was able to run uninterrupted despite the threat of rain on the day.
It was wonderful to see the students wearing their house team colours and having a go at all eight events on offer.
There were countless examples of excellent sprints, jumps and throws and the school values were on display
everywhere you looked.
The results from the day will be used to select the school’s athletics team which will take part in the District
Athletics Carnival due to take place in early August. Successful students will be notified at the beginning of Term
Three.
We would like to thank all of the parents who donated their time to help run events on the day. Without your help,
the carnival simply cannot take place. We’d also like to thank the students from Bayside College who also assisted
and the staff at Newport Lakes for all of their efforts in getting through the program.
Congratulations to all of the students who attended and tried their best to earn points for their team. In the end,
the red ribbons are the ones that remained ties around the cup.

Parents Club News
After a slow start in ticket sales and lots of conversations about the terrible weather forecast, we were blessed with
a beautiful sunny morning to welcome all our wonderful NLPS families back to celebrate the special people in our
lives.
The egg and bacon rolls flew off the table and the warm milo was just perfect for the chilly May morning. We had
over 650 people buy tickets and are happy to report that we raised some funds to put in the kitty, which will go to a
refresh of the senior school playground.
HUGE thank yous going out to…
*Matthew Rowe and all the wonderful volunteers and their kidlets who worked hard flipping eggs, pouring milo
and juice and staying after the event to clean everything up.

*Grant Siedle for being an awesome MC once again.
*Tony Meade for his last minute banner and then stunning chalk work he created before dawn!
*Sarah Pope from The Odd Spot for the bacon and delish tomato and beetroot relish.
*Kellie Nori for the late night Costco run for more eggs!
*Tracey and the amazing band, junior and senior choirs…warms the cockles for sure!
*Sue, Kayleen, Kellie and Carolyn for their continued help and support.
*And lastly to the best sidekick I could ask for, Samantha Pierce…what would we do without you…we’re a well
oiled machine now and I'm always so grateful to be organising these fun events with you!
We have another event coming up quickly…Democracy Sausages! Parents Club are organising a sausage sizzle and
cake stall for election day on May 21st. Keep an eye on your emails and compass for how you can help.
Our monthly meeting is being held Thursday 12th May at 7:30pm at The Junction Hotel in Newport…we would
love to see you there.
Parents Club

Mother’s Day Breakfast

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge (PRC) is now open and NLPS is excited to be participating. The
PRC application offers a range of exciting features including:
• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
• a modern user-friendly interface
• rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a
set number of books by 2 September 2022.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. Student username and
passwords will be passed on to students to be sent home next week.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian
Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge

The NLPS coordinator for the Reading Challenge is library specialist Kristen Barr. If you have any queries
about the challenge, please contact Kristen via the school email address.

Community News

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED
If you have thought about foster care, please get in
touch and
ask the questions you have always wanted to.
Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE
Email: info@keyassets.org.au

Web: canifoster.org.au or keyassets.org.au
Interested families would receive a brochure,
information and no pressure!

