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Principal’s Message
Welcome Back to Term 2 I hope all families had the opportunity to have an enjoyable Easter and holiday
period. After completing our first full term of uninterrupted school for the last 2 years, we look forward on
continuing our journey of returning to some form of normal schooling for the remainder of the year and beyond.
We must continue to be vigilant as we are still experiencing a Covid pandemic and a possible influenza outbreak
may occur within our community in the winter months. Through all this, the safety of our students and staff must
remain paramount. If your child is experiencing any symptoms or illness, always please heed on the side of
caution and ensure your child does not attend school until their heath has improved and they are safe to be with
others at school.
I look forward to building on the gains we have made in term 1 and continue on a journey of rebuilding the
school’s wonderful feel of community. Next week we have 2 events where parents are invited to come along and
join in the celebrations with your children and other families. The school’s athletics sports will be conducted next
Wednesday with the Junior Sports being conducted at the school and the Senior Athletic Sports to be held at the
Newport Athletic Track. Parents are invited to come along and watch and support their children at both venues.
On the morning of Friday 6th May the Parents Association will be conducting our amazing Mother’s Day Breakfast.
This event is always one of our community highlights of the year and it be wonderful to see as many parents as
Schoo possible come along and enjoy breakfast with your children and the hundreds of other families that join in on this Contact
l
ElizaTerms wonderful event. Details of both events are included in the newsletter.
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also invited to join in the school’s weekly Student Assembly, conducted every Friday afternoon
beginning at 2.45pm. The assembly alternates every week between an onsite live event conducted either on the
school oval (or in the school gymnasium if weather unsuitable for an outdoor assembly) or as an online event
where parents and families can watch the assembly on the internet, viewing the assembly at home, work or
whenever they choose.
ANZAC Day I had the delightful pleasure and pride of accompanying the School Captains to the Newport RSL
ANZAC Day ceremony conducted in Paines Reserve, Newport on ANZAC Day. Jake and Marcus read the poem ‘For
The Fallen’ at the ceremony and also laid a wreath on behalf of the Newport Lakes Primary School Community.
On the following morning at school, we also had a small recognition ceremony where the students assembled on
the soccer pitch, a poem was read by the school captains and Mia from Yr. 6 played the Last Post and Reveille on
her trumpet. All staff and students then participated in a minute silence to remember those you had given so much
for our country.
Mid year student reports and Parent Teacher interviews In 2022, term 2 will only be 9 weeks in duration.* To
include both the mid year reports and the parent teacher interviews before the completion of the term was going
to be very difficult, so for this year it has been decided to make available the reports in the last week of the term
but conduct the parent teacher conferences and interviews early in term 3.
*term 4 will be 11 ½ weeks in duration
Updated newsletter -This term we are trialling an updated Newsletter format which we hope parents and families
will find more appealing. Working from parental feedback, we have endeavoured to make the school newsletter
more streamlined, efficient, informative and easier to navigate. Hopefully we have included more of the items
parent want to read and less of those items you don’t need.
We have also included an easy to read, and up to date, school calendar giving readers a quick reference to what,
when and where things are happening at your school. If you have any constructive feedback on the changes, or
other improvements we can make to this important form of school communication, please send us an email with
your comments.
I hope you have a great week
David Moss
Principal

Covid Safe Measures for Schools
The Victorian Government has announced some important changes to COVIDSafe measures for schools that will
apply from the start of term 2.
Face masks From the beginning of term 2, face masks, while recommended, are not required in any school setting.
This means students in grades 3 to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are no longer required to wear face
masks. Any student or staff member who wishes to wear a mask may do so, including those who are medically atrisk.
Screening requirements Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day
isolation period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release
from isolation. This was previously 8 weeks.
Household contacts Students who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. They
may return to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during their 7-day period. They are
required to notify the school that they are a household contact.
Students aged 8 years and above who are household contacts are required to wear face masks when indoors at
school unless they have a valid exemption.
If a student household contact returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for 7 days.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) are
no longer required to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine.

RAT screening program reminder RATs will continue to be supplied for the first 4 weeks of term 2 to support the
early detection of COVID-19 in our school.
The testing recommendations will remain the same this term for students and staff mainstream schools
recommended to test at home twice a week
Please notify the school office if you require additional RAT kits
As we approach winter and flu season, the vaccination of children aged 5 to 11 and booster shots for students 16+
remains the best way to ensure protection for students and staff.
If you have any concerns about getting your child vaccinated, please get in contact with your GP or another health
professional who can answer your questions. Thank you for your ongoing support in keeping our school safe.
A further box of Rapid Antigen Tests will be send home with every child tomorrow (Friday). Please notify the office
you do not wish for the RAT Tests to be sent home.

Pupil Free Days – Term 2
As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement (VGSA) all teachers (except principal class members) are
eligible for a professional practice day (PPD) each school term. The day is used for teacher administration,
professional learning, school visits etc. and the school employs a Casual Relief Teacher (CRT) to replace the teacher
for that day. These PPD’s are taken by teachers throughout the term on agreed days negotiated between the
teacher and the principal to meet the needs of the school. Due to the chronic shortage of CRT’s that schools are
experiencing state wide, it is not possible at this present time for schools to replace all teachers for their PPD’s.
The Education Department has recommended to schools that for term 2, all teachers are to be allocated their PPD
on the one day and no students are to attend school on this day (pupil free day).
The day selected for the staff at Newport Lakes PS is Thursday 26th May 2022. As there are 2 public holidays on a
Mondays and a planned Pupil Free Day on a Friday during term 2, it was decided to conduct this pupil free day on a
Thursday to ensure that there is some form of equity in the amount of specialist lessons eg. PE, Music, Art etc, the
children attend during the term.
This day will be in addition to the already planned Pupil Free Day to be conducted on Friday 10th June. On this day
all staff be attending a planned and arranged professional learning day on the topic of catering for neuro diverse
students. A presenter has already been engaged to work with NLPS staff on this day.
The school apologises for the late notification of this additional pupil free day in term 2 but it is due to the current
staff shortages in the teaching sector and beyond the control of the school.
Providing there is sufficient numbers requiring the service, childcare will be available at the school on both the
pupil free days to be conducted in term 2 (Thursday 26th May 2022 and Friday 10thJune.) Bookings can made by
contacting the school’s OSHC provider, Quanin Binnah on 9742 5040 or admin@qbcc.org.au.

Sunsmart and School Hats
As per the school’s Sunsmart Policy, students are only required to wear approved sun hats in terms 1 and 4.
Although not compulsory, students are welcomed and encouraged to continue to wear their hats on sunny days or
whenever they feel comfortable to wear their hats.
If a child would like to wear a warmer hat in terms 2 & 3, school beanies are an approved item of the school
uniform and are available from our uniform supplier ( see school website) or can also be purchased from the school
office.
Other hats other than those included in the school uniform list (eg. baseball caps, football beanies) are not
permitted as part of the school uniform.

2022 Calendar of events
Month

Date/s

Time

Event

APRIL
Fri 29th

Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport @ Altona Primary School

Mon 2nd

Sibling Photos

MAY

Yr 5/6 Robogals incursion
Tue 3rd

Yr 5/6 Robogals incursion
Eid al-Fitr

Wed 4th

9.00am—3.15pm

Yrs 3-5 Athletics Day @ Newport Athletics Trace

9.30am—1.00pm

Prep—2 Sports carnival @ school

Thur 5th

Fri 6th

Yr 5/6 Robogals incursion
10.00am

2023 Prep Tour

7.45am—8.45am

Mother’s Day Breakfast—Basketball court
Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport @ Williamstown North

Tue 10th

NAPLAN

Wed 11th

NAPLAN

Thur 12th

NAPLAN
Prep Incursion—Market Fresh

Fri 13th
Thur 19th

Yr 5/6 interschool Sport—Home v Williamstown
Primary
10.00am

2023 Prep Tour

6.30pm—7.30pm

2023 Prep Information Evening

Fri 20th

Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport @ Newport Gardens

Sat 21st

Federal Election (Democracy Sausage Sizzle)
NLPS Poling Booth

Thur 26th

Pupil Free Day—No School

Fri 10th

Pupil Free Day—No School

Mon 13th

Queen’s Birthday Holiday—No School

JUNE

Fri 24th

2.30pm dismissal

End of Term 2

Month

Date/s

Time

Event

JULY
Mon 11th

Term 3 begins

AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
Thur 8th

7pm—8pm

School Production

OCTOBER
Mon 3rd

Term 4 begins

Mon 17th—Fri 28th

P-2 Swimming Program

Mon 31st

Pupil Free Day—No School

Tues 1st

Melbourne Cup Holiday—No School

Mon 7th—Wed 9th

Yr 5/6 Camp (Phillip Island)

NOVEMBER

Fri 18th

3.30pm—9pm

School Twilight Fete

Mon 21st—Wed 23rd

Yr 3/4 Camp (Lady Northcote)

Sat 26th

Victorian election (Democracy Sausage sizzle)

DECEMBER
Tue 20th

1.30pm dismissal

End of Term 4

Community News

