
News-

School Terms 2022 

Term 1                                            Term 3 
29th Jan—8th April                      11th July—16th Sept 
Term 2                                            Term 4 
26th April—24th June                  3rd Oct—20th Dec 

Pupil Free Days: 

Friday 11th March 

Friday 10th June 

Monday 31st October 

Contact 

Elizabeth Street 

Newport 3015 Victoria 

Phone: (03) 9391 8942 

Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

We would like to 
wish the  
following  

students a very  
happy birthday 

 

Oliver, 2DO 

Stanley, 1EW 

Emily, 2DO 

Finley, 2MV 

Clara, 3RW 

Tom, 4AD 

Bonnie, 5/6A 

Ines, Prep SS 

Jack, 1EW 

Kylah, 5/6H 

Oliver, 2MV 

Edwin, 4AO 

Isla, 4EM 

Ghazal, 1LR 

Elodie, 5/6T 

Olivia, 5/6T 

Oscar, 3JM 

Lara, 5/6D 

Charlotte, 2HJ 

Henry, 5/6H 

Maggie, Prep SS 

Shaun, Prep SS 

Important dates to put in the diary 
Friday 4th March Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport—Home game v Williamstown North Gold 

 Online assembly @ 2.45pm 

Tuesday 8th March School Photos 

Thursday 10th March Prep Picnic  - 5.30pm—7.00pm 

 Parent Club Meeting 7.00pm in MPR 

Friday 11th March Pupil Free Day 

Monday 14th March Public Holiday  - No School 

School Ground Supervision 
There is a teacher on yard duty from 8.45am—9.00am every morning.  Students should not be in 
the school yard before 8.45am. 
Before school care is available from 6.30am—8.45am.  Bookings and further information can be 
made at admin@qbcc.org.au or phone 9742 5040. 

Student Awards 

Quinn, 1TN Abby, 1EW Freya, 1LR Emily, 2MV 

Aren, 2HJ April, 2DO Milla, 2AS Oscar, 3JM 

Harley, 3RW Arya, 3TC Tom, 4AD Eimear, 4AO 

Layla, 4AO Souhail, 4EM Nash, 5/6W Chloe, 5/6M 

Naomi, 5/6T Joana, 5/6A Hudson, 5/6H Toby, 1TN 

Erin, 1TN Jack, 1EW Mouhamad, 1LR Krisha, 2HJ 

Helena, 2DO Isabel, 2AS Ivy, 2MV Max, 3JM 

Maggie, 3RW Summer, 3TC Chloe, 4AD Reema, 4EM 

Zara, 5/6W Ryan, 5/6M Luke,  5/6T George, 5/6A 

Lara, 5/6D 



 Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents, 
 
As we move towards the mid-way mark of term 1, we rejoice everyday at having our children back in their classrooms in front 
of their teachers for face to face learning. Staff and some of the students are still requested to wear face masks, which 
although  frustrating, it is a small price to pay to ensure our school is safe and operational for us all. 
 
Other features of our wonderful school are also gradually returning, including parental involvement at NLPS. Parents and carers 
are invited to attend our outdoor assemblies every second Friday, parents can wait for their children inside the school grounds 
at pick up time, and, with the help of our community, we can now begin planning for some of excellent community events such 
as the Mothers & Fathers Day Breakfasts, School Fete, Parent Professional Learning Evenings, Bunnings BBQs, Icy Pole Days etc. 
 
These events are planned, organised and conducted by the school’s Parents Club. All parent and carers are invited to be a 
member of this group that arranges these wonderful events for our school and without your support these events simply won’t 
happen. 
 
Next Thursday, beginning at 7.00pm, the NLPS Parents Club will be conducting its first meeting for the year in the Multi-
Purpose Room. It would be very encouraging to have as many parents as possible attend this meeting to get the ‘community 
ball’ rolling again at our school. 
 
The meeting will be conducted at the conclusion of the Prep Picnic next Thursday evening in anticipation that we can 
encourage as many new prep parents to come along as possible. 
 
Our Parents Club needs a strong membership for it not only to survive but to actually thrive  in the provision of community 
events for our children and school. I encourage parents from all grade levels to come along to the meeting, to ensure we have a 
healthy membership and provide support for the activities and events we can provide for our school community in 2022. 
 
Parent Information Sessions  
 
Due to COVID restrictions on adult visitors to schools the usual classroom year level information sessions were not held this 
year. As an alternative, each Professional Learning Team (PLT) conducted these sessions on-line. All classroom teachers were 
present at the sessions, and all involved break out groups in an effort to make them a little more personal and interactive.  
The specialist teachers created videos on their subjects to give parents a snapshot of what their children will be doing in that 
subject area. 
 
I would like to thank all the teachers for the time and effort they placed into these sessions and in taking up the challenge of 
conducting these live online sessions with break out groups.  I know of very few schools that proceeded with these information 
sessions this year and even less that involved ‘break out groups’ in an endeavour to the make the sessions less formal. 
 
Thank you also to all the parents and carers that attended the sessions and we hope that you were all were able to gain some 
insight into your child’s education and classroom activities for the upcoming 2022 school year. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews     
 
The P/T interviews conducted in term 1 are very important for the teacher to get to meet the parents and gather information 
about their child that will assist in their social and academic development during the year. 
 
Due to Covid restrictions limiting parental access into classrooms, these sessions were conducted yesterday (Wednesday) 
online via the Webex platform. Feedback form both parents and teachers have indicted that the P-T interviews were very very 
positive and informative.  Thank you to the teachers and parents for continuing to work within the boundaries we are presently 
facing and making the most of what we have for the best for our children. 
 
If you were unable to attend the interviews but would still like to meet with your child’s teacher, please contact the school and 
a mutually suitable time will be arranged for an online interview in the future. 



Principal’s Report  (continued) 

 
Before School Yard Supervision   
 
Just a reminder that a teacher is on yard duty supervision every morning from 8.45am. Any child in the school yard before 
this time is not being supervised by an adult. 
 
If your child needs to be at school before this time, the school offers an excellent before school program operating every 
school day from 6.30am. For further information or bookings for the school’s OSHC program please contact Quantin Binnah 
at admin@qbcc.org.au or Ph: 9742 040. For the safety of your children, I would strongly recommend that parents consider 
enrolling your child in before school care if they are required to be at school before 8.45am. 
 
Covid Updates   
 
Continuation of rapid antigen testing program    
The rapid antigen testing program will continue in schools until the end of Term 1 2022, although this will continue to be 
monitored and may end early if recommended by health advice. 
All students and staff in mainstream schools are recommended to test twice a week. 
Our daily reported Covid cases continue to average 2-4 children from Monday – Wednesday  and 1-2 in the later part of the 
school week. 
 
Face masks are still required for Yr.3-6 students and for staff when indoors or when unable to maintain a safe social distance 
outdoors. 
 
School Council Election 
 
After the closing of the nominations, there were 6 parent applicants for the 5 vacant positions.  A ballot was conducted of all 
current families in the school. 
 
Congratulations to Veronica Barbetta, Kristy Clucas, Meredith Kelly, Lauren Sammartino and Jo Sutton    for your success in 
the ballot.  The teacher representatives are Carly Bannon and Amy O’Dowd. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our outgoing school councilors on behalf of the Newport Lakes PS community 
for their time and valuable input into the school over the past two or more years.    
The retiring councilors include: Lisa Faulks, Michael Annear (parent representatives) and Ben Ricci / Michael Morell  (staff 
representatives).  
 
I hope you all have a good week. 
 
 
 
David Moss 
Principal 
 

mailto:admin@qbcc.org.au


VACATION CARE 

Important Information in regards to Bookings from NLPS families for Vacation Care 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

We are writing to advise that Vacation Care bookings are now open for priority access for all Families enrolled at Newport 
Lakes Primary School. Please note, After the 17th March, Vacation Care Bookings will be open to families in the area who 
require care and priority access for Newport Lakes Families will no longer apply. 

We are opening our bookings early to ensure those who need care can book early – please note our vacation care activities 
brochure will be available from the 9th March.   

 

Vacation Care Enrolment Process: 

 

1. If you are currently enrolled for Before and After School Care – You will need to use the app to make your bookings 
for each of the dates you require by booking them as a casual day. 
Please see instructions for booking a casual booking @ https://www.qbcc.org.au/enrolments - please click the 
heading Enrolment Key Information (OWNA) and follow instructions for how to make a casual booking via your app. 

2. If you are not currently enrolled for Before and After School Care – please complete the enrolment form which can be 

found at https://www.qbcc.org.au/enrolments Click on School Age Care and then Newport Lakes to open the 
enrolment form. Please select Newport Lakes from the select a service - drop down box. Once you have completed 
the enrolment, including signing the Direct Debit Request and the CWA, you will be sent an invitation to download the 
OWNA parent app. Once you have downloaded the app please follow the instructions as above. 

3. To ensure your enrolment is completed accurately, to give time for us to support you if required and to guarantee a 
place, please ensure you do not leave your enrolment to the last minute. 

 

Payment: 

 
As per our enrolment agreement terms and conditions, payment is paid a week in advance of care by direct debit – so direct 
debit needs to be set up before your child’s place in vacation care can be confirmed. 

We hope your children have an enjoyable time with us. 

 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Admin Team  

Quantin Binnah Community Centre 

Ph.: 97425040 

Fax: 97312699 

admin@qbcc.org.au 

www.qbcc.org.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qbcc.org.au%2Fenrolments&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.High%40education.vic.gov.au%7C23bed75b9f524bc2458d08d9fc1efedc%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637818032459093237%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qbcc.org.au%2Fenrolments&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.High%40education.vic.gov.au%7C23bed75b9f524bc2458d08d9fc1efedc%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637818032459093237%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
mailto:ceo@qbcc.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.qbcc.org.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.High%40education.vic.gov.au%7C23bed75b9f524bc2458d08d9fc1efedc%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637818032459093237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ


STEM (SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY-ENGINEERING-MATHS 

 
 

STEM Club News 
 

At Newport Lakes Primary School we have been creating a STEM Club. STEM Club is a club for young kids to be 
creative and to partake in fun challenges. STEM Club is open on Tuesday at lunch, after the second bell. STEM 
Club is run by Vanessa, Ruby, Stella and Helena. We will be doing a new topic every week. Everyone is 
welcome to come along, even teachers are allowed to participate in STEM Club!  
 
Last week we made paper chains out of one piece of paper, scissors and glue sticks. Next week we are going to 
be using Spheros, and will learn how to code them. We think STEM is important because it is a good way for 
children to express their creativity and expand their learning, meet new people, make new friends and also try 
new things and learn more! We also think it’s great to have fun too! 
 
What does STEM mean you ask? Well… STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. It may 
sound a bit strange and weird but it’s excellent and we think everyone should have a go! STEM club is creative 

and cool, hopefully you will come next time and we hope to see you there some time - STEM Squad 
 

Meet the STEM Squad: Stella, Helena, Vanessa & Ruby 

 
 

Challenge: Can you create the longest paper chain using just ONE piece of paper and glue? 

 



MATHS WORKSHOP 

As part of the Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series, a number of students are invited to partake in 

different workshops throughout the year. Some of the Grade 4s participated in the challenging Maths 

workshop ‘Unlocking Magic: Card Shuffling.’ The Maths workshop was a great opportunity to amaze our 

friends with mind-blowing tricks. We found the workshop a great way to exercise our brains and 

understand different ways to solve problems. We are grateful that we had the chance to partake in this 

incredible challenge and then demonstrate to our class the tricks we had learnt while thinking about 

the Maths behind it. 

By Emily, Chloe and Harry 

 

 

 



BOARD GAME CLUB 

Imagine travelling the world in just one hour! Well at our lunchtime Board Games club, held 

every Friday, for kids from Prep to Grade 6, you can do just that. The games we have allow kids 

to travel all around the world in one room. For example, did you know that Snakes and Ladders 

and Chess originally came from India before spreading around the world? 

We also have Mancala which was said to originate in Ancient Egypt. The etymology of the word 

‘mancala’ comes from the Arabic “to move," and that’s just what you need to do in the game with 

small stones. Kids in continents like South America, Asia and Africa play this game, although it is 

known by different names. 

We love giving everyone the opportunity to play games from around the world. So far this term 

we have been very busy and have kids from all year levels visit- even our Principal has popped 

in. Stay tuned for our next update to learn more about the games we have on offer and where in 

world they originated from.  

 

By Gemma, Will and Cassie, the Board Game Directors 

 

 



SPORTS NEWS 

District Swimming Carnival 
On Tuesday, 1st March, twenty-two students from Grades 3-6 went to the Werribee Outdoor Olympic 
pool to compete in this year’s District Swimming Carnival. 
 
Many of our students were able to win ribbons and events on the day, in both individual and relay 
races, and have therefore qualified for the Division Swimming Carnival which will take place shortly on 
March 16th. 
 
Exact results from the carnival will be published in the next newsletter once they’ve officially been sent 
through to all the schools. 
 
A big thank-you to all the students who participated. They represented the school extremely well, 
displayed our values and excellent sportsmanship throughout the day. Thanks also to the parents who 
came along to cheer on our swimmers and to Betty Avramoski for doing a great job as timekeeper in all 
the races. 
 
Overall, our school finished in third place in the district which is a wonderful achievement for all who 
participated. 
 
We wish all our swimmers who are competing in the Division carnival all the very best. 

PARENT CLUB NEWS 

Friendship lists (sign up online by 11 March)  

Are your kids craving more play dates?  In person birthday parties?  Did someone lose a jumper in class?  We’re here to 
help you reconnect with other families in your child’s class.   

 

Each year the parents’ club organises an optional friendship list.  Sign up to share your contact details with other families in 
the class 

   

To sign up, go to: https://bit.ly/NLPS2022 .  If you have more than one child at the school, the form will need to be 
submitted once for each.   Signup closes Friday 11 March, with the lists to be circulated the week after.   

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FNLPS2022&data=04%7C01%7Cnewport.lakes.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C898c833a26ea471dc78d08d9f9f6868d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637815660244713802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb


HARMONY DAY 

Harmony Day/ OK2BEME Day at Newport Lakes Primary School 2022 
 
We have decided this year to celebrate OK@BEME day on Monday 21st of March with  Harmony 
day. We have decided to do this as Harmony day celebrates ‘Every single person is different no 
matter how big or how small so let's celebrate our differences and learn from each other and 
stand tall’. 

Did you know? 

• Nearly half (49 per cent) of Australians were born overseas or have at least one parent who 
was. 

•  

• We identify with over 300 ancestries.  

•  

• Since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia. 

•  

• 85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia. 

•  

• Apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Arabic, 
Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Tagalog/Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi. 

•  

• More than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia. 

•  

To celebrate this year we would encourage you to bring something that represents your family's 
traditions or cultures to eat for a snack.  

We look forward to celebrating this day with you!  
'The colour of our petals are influenced by what we absorb from our roots. So don't be afraid to 
proudly share your culture and unique attributes.’ 

 



SCHOOL PHOTOS 



 Community News/Events  



Community News/Events (Continued) 



Community News/Events (Continued) 



Community News/Events (Continued) 



SCHOOL TERMS 2022 
 

Term 1 

29th Jan—8th April 

Term 2  

26th April—24th June 

Term 3 

11th July—16th Sept 

Term 4 

3rd Oct—20th Dec 

 

 

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015 
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

(03) 9391 8942 


