
Newsletter  December 17th, 2021 

School Terms 2021 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

 Contact 

Elizabeth Street 

Newport 3015 Victoria 

Phone: (03) 9391 8942 

Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

We would like to 
wish the  
following  

students a very  
happy birthday 

 

Anes, 3/4RW 

Jake, 5/6EM 

Belle, 5/6MW 

Cleo, Prep RS 

Levi, 1AO 

Gabriel, 3/4RW 

Nash, 5/6MW 

Elke, 1EW 

Kate, 3/4AD 

Charlotte, 3/4CM 

Surya, 5/6MW 

Lenny, 3/4TC 

Amelia, 3/4CM 

Sarsha, Prep HW 

Farrah, 1LR 

Billie, 3/4RW 

Addison, Prep 
HWPanashe, 1EW 

Zachary, 3/4Th  

Awards 

Xavier, Prep DS June, Prep HW Leo, Prep SS Daisy, Prep RS 

April, 1AO Mihika, 1EW Milla, 1LR  Xavier, 1MW 

Nasser, 2DO Lukan, 2AS Max, 3/4AD Elodie, 3/4TH 

Daniel, 3/4RW Fiona, 3/4TC Lola, 3/4CM Max,  Prep DS 

Addison, Prep HW Gabby, Prep SS Emma, Prep RS Emilia, 1AO 

Sunday, 1EW Anastasia, 1LR Billie, 1MW Spencer, 2HJ 

Emerson, 2AS Maggie, 2TN Chloe, 3/4JM Emily, 3/4AD 

Felix, 3/4TH Anes, 3/4RW Ryan, 3/4TC Amarisa, 3/4CM 

Tehzeeb, 5/6EM Ashton, 5/6EM Seb, 5/6Am 

Important dates to put in the diary 

Friday 17th December Last day of term 1.30pm dismissal 
 Assembly @ 12.55pm 
Parents, carers and other adult visitors attending the  assembly need to be fully 

vaccinated  

Monday 31st January 2022 Yrs 1—6 students commence 

Tuesday 8th February Prep Students commence 

Wednesday 2nd March Meet the Teacher Interviews 

School Ground Supervision 
There is a teacher on yard duty from 8.45am—9.00am every morning.  Students should not be in 
the school yard before 8.45am. 
Before school care is available from 6.30am—8.45am.  Bookings and further information can be 
made at admin@qbcc.org.au or phone 9742 5040. 



 Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents, 

  

We are quickly coming to the close of yet another very successful year at Newport Lakes Primary School. The last 

weeks of any school year are very busy and hectic and this year has been no exception. Completing all the 

activities, festivities, and programs for the end of year, and at the same time ensuring all is in place for a successful 

beginning of 2022, certainly makes for a busy time. 

  

Graduation Yr. 6 Farewell - The Year 6 Graduation was conducted outdoors on the school’s oval last Monday 

evening. Due to COVID restrictions we decided to take a bit of a risk with the Melbourne weather and planned for a 

‘community picnic style graduation event’ on the school oval where parents were invited to bring along a rug, an 

outdoor chair, some treats to eat and enjoy the evening’s entertainment. It was a wonderful Newport Lakes 

community evening, and it was just so delightful to have our parents back at school. 

 

The Graduation ceremony was also live-streamed, partially as a back-up ‘plan b’ in the case of unsuitable weather 

and for any family or friends that were not able to make it to the school on the evening.  

   

The Yr. 6 students provided an evening of entertainment consisting of a ’45 second’ overview of their time at 

primary school and a delightful farewell song. 

 

Many thanks to Mat, Michael, Alanna, Erin, Warren and Tracey in making the graduation such a successful and 

enjoyable evening for students and parents. 

   

Congratulations to all the Yr. 6 students that are graduating this year and a special mention to our 2022 Award 

recipients: 

 

Weam Indris: Newport Lakes Primary School Council Encouragement Award  

Sunday Lomas-Lee: Nicola Roxon Citizenship Award (awarded on behalf of Melissa Horne) 

Harrison Child:   Tim Watts MP Academic Achievement Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Principal’s Report  (continued) 

School Organisation The school organisation for 2022 will be as follows: 

  

 
 

2022 Role Teachers 

Principal David Moss 

Assistant Principal Carly Bannon 

Prep 

(4 classes) 

Hannah Whittaker  Diana Stefanovic   Sarah Smith   Mitchell Webster 

Emma O’Loughlin (0.4 EFT) 

Yr.1 

(3 classes) 

Eliza Wright  Lee Rutledge  Tarsh Nicholson 

Yr.2 

(4 classes) 

Ashlee Shacklock     Denise O’Shea    Heidi James   Melissa Van Tooren 

Yr.3 

(3 classes) 

James Munro    Rhianna Wallace   Tammi Cordell 

Yr. 4 

(3 classes) 

Amy O’Dowd / Paul Taylor    Ann-Maree Dawson    Erin Meade 

Yr. 5/6 

(6 classes) 

Mat Williamson    Alanna Maguire    Michael Morrell 

Trami Hoang    Warren Hales    Tracey Doherty 

Intervention / 

Tutoring 

Carol Martins (0.8 EFT)   Bianca Egan (0.6 EFT) 

Physical Ed/ Sport Terry Antoniadis   / Sharon Rodgers (0.4 EFT) 

Visual Art Laura Russell  /  Michelle Sullivan (0.2 EFT) 

Drama Michelle Sullivan (0.6) 

LOTE (Auslan) Classroom Teacher - Online program (Auslan Education Services) 

Music Tracey James        Classroom (0.6 EFT) / Instrumental (0.4 EFT) 

Office Staff Kellie Holdich: Business Manager 

Sue High, Kayleen Meehan: Administration Assistants 

First Aid Carolyn Brien 

Education Support Staff Cristy Kelleher      Helen Hayden    Jacqui Quigley 

Antonella Pappalardo     Clare Hopkins 



Principal’s Report (Continued) 

  Farewell, Good Luck and Welcome    At the end of each year, we say farewell and good luck to a number of 

students and friends of the school and staff. 

  

I would like to wish all the very best to Narelle Taylor, who has 12 month leave for a ‘family sea change’, Sharon 

Niousios who will be returning to her base school, Harvester PS, as the new leader of their Prep team and Ben Ricci 

who is going to try some new life adventures. Narelle, Sharon and Ben have made exceptional contributions to our 

school and will be dearly missed by us all next year. 

  
We also welcome two new teachers to our school next year, Tracey Doherty and Melissa Van Tooren. Tracey will be 
a new Yr. 5/6 teacher and has recently been working in the senior school at Kingsville PS. Melissa, a graduate 
teacher, has been outstanding in her pre-service placements, and comes highly recommended and will be teaching 
in the Yr. 2 team. We believe both these new teachers will be excellent additions to the out-standing team of staff 
we have at our school. 
  
We also welcome back Emma O’Loughlin (nee Govan) for 2 days per week from her family leave. Emma will 
predominantly be teaching and supporting in the Prep area but will also assist in other areas of the school. 
  
On behalf of everyone from the Newport Lakes Primary School community, I would like to thank all the staff 
members for the wonderful contribution they have made to Newport Lakes Primary School throughout the year.  
  
Upgraded Accessible School Entry 
The school’s front entrance has been completed providing an accessible and smart entry into the school office area.  
A ramp leading into the school was well overdue and congratulations to the school council for proceeding with this 
project albeit without any additional funding from the Education Department. Thank you to all the parents that 
contributed to the tax-deductible school’s Building Fund that assisted in the provision of funds for the project. 
 

 
 
Dates for 2022 
Parents have informed us that it is appreciated when as much time as possible can be given on important dates of 
events occurring at school in the year.  
The following dates may assist with your 2022 planning; 



Principal’s Report (Continued) 

  
Meet the teacher Interviews 
Wednesday 2 March 
 
Pupil Free Days 
Term 1    riday 11th March 
Term 2  Friday 10th June 
Term 4  Monday 2nd November  
 
 School Photos 
Tuesday  8th March 
  
School Athletic Sports 
Wednesday 4th May    P-2 – school based event, Years 3-6 at  Newport Athletics Track        
  
School Concert / Production 2022 
Thursday 8th September   Williamstown Town Hall 
 
School camps 2022 
Yr. 5/6   Philip Island (Surfing)  Mon 7 Nov – Wed 9 Nov 
Yr. 3/4   Lady Northcote Bacchus Marsh Mon 21- Wed 23 Nov 
 
School Fete 
Friday 18th November (evening) 
 
First Aid at NLPS 
In 2020 we introduced a designated first aid assistant to the school.  Carolyn Brien, a former nurse, took on the role 
of first aid duties at the school, relieving this duty formerly undertaken by the office staff. This has now allowed for 
the Business Manager and administration staff to be freed up to undertake the roles they are employed to do and 
ensures the person undertaking the first aid is not distracted by other administration duties.  
  
Although the Education Department does not fund primary schools for a first aid assistant, we believed that the 
role and position was important to the level that we would internally fund the position with assistance from 
parental voluntary contributions. 
  
Carolyn has been at school every day this year, including the remote learning period, to ensure that the children of 
the essential workers and vulnerable students attending the on-site program were always cared for at school. 
Carolyn has continued to be very (very) busy and has highly likely attended to your child or been in contact with 
you in regard to your child attending sick bay during the day. 
  
Up until the end of last week there has been a total of 1850 recorded student visits to sick bay this year.  These 
ranged from an upset stomach, headaches, broken bones, requiring medication, to ‘I’m just not feeling very good’. 
Considering we missed so many days this year, it is quite evident that she is a very busy person when all the 
children are in attendance. 
Carolyn, and her role as first aid assistant has become an essential element of the provision of the best health & 
safety environment for all the students of our school. 
 
 End of Year Student Report The 2021 end of year student report is now available online from the Compass Parent 
Portal.  If parents do not have their username, password or have difficulty accessing the Parent Portal, please 
contact the school office and assistance will be available.  



Principal’s Report (Continued) 

The format is slightly different to that of the previous semester, as departmental guidelines changed following the 
extended periods of lockdown in Terms Three and Four. You may have also noticed that your child may not have 
made a gain in their ‘Reading & Viewing’ progression point. This may be due to the fact we have altered the way we 
are reporting on reading, using the students’ ‘independent’ reading level on some of our reading assessments to 
help make our judgement, rather than their ‘instructional’ level, which we use to guide our planning of teaching 
and learning. We feel that this small adjustment will more accurately reflect your child’s ability to decode and gain 
meaning from texts.  
When a government changes its policy or introduces a new curriculum this has a direct impact on the manner in 
which we must report to the parents.  A student report can also be very subjective on what it should include, not 
include and how it should be presented or written and with over 350 families it is always going to be difficult to 
produce a format that will please everyone.  All the same, we will continue to do our best in this endeavour. If 
parents have any further constructive recommendations, please send/ email them to the school and we will 
consider them in 2022. 
  
Parent Survey – Neuro-diverse students and those with additional learning needs 

Here at NLPS, we are committed to providing targeted support to all our students at their individual level and in 
their areas of need. As we look to 2022, we are reviewing our current practices around this support for students 
that may have additional learning needs, and of those that are neuro-diverse.  
 
We are very interested in hearing about how we can better support these students, and their families, so the 
Education Subcommittee of the School Council have created a short survey for parents to complete by December 
17th.  The results will help the school shape its Annual Implementation Plan and inform the way it allows for a 
systematic, timely and effective response, and school wide network of support, for these students. We very much 
appreciate your participation. Details for this survey have been provided on Compass over the past two weeks. 
 
End of Year Assembly & Dismissal.  
School will be dismissed for all students at 1.30pm on Friday 17th December. Weather permitting, an assembly will 
be conducted on the school oval at 12.55pm featuring a special farewell to our Year 6 students. 
 
Parents are permitted to attend the assembly but please remain at the rear of the assembly area. Parents will also 
be required to wear masks and adhere to social distancing requirements whilst on school grounds. 
 
After the general school announcements at assembly, the Yr.6 children will then be farewelled through the 
traditional Newport Lakes ‘Avenue of Honour’ formed by all the teachers and children in the school. This year the 
students will perform a lap around the school oval with all students (Prep-Yr.5) providing an avenue of honour to 
bid them farewell. Parents are also most welcome to attend the Yr. 6 farewell around the school oval but must 
adhere to the strict social distancing guidelines whilst on school grounds.  
 
All students will return to their classrooms after the assembly. Teachers will dismiss their children from outside the 
classrooms at 1.30pm and parents are permitted to greet and converse with their child’s teacher at this time. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: ALL UNSUPERVISED STUDENTS REMAINING AT SCHOOL AFTER 1.45 pm WILL BE DIRECTED TO 
AFTER SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM.  
  
I hope all the children and staff have a huge rest over the End of Year Break, as they will certainly need all their 
energy for 2022. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone (Yr.1-Yr.6) when school resumes for students on Monday 31st January 2022, and 
the new preps when they begin on Tuesday, 8th February 2022. 
  
Merry Christmas and wishing you all a safe and happy holiday break. 
 
David Moss 
Principal 



GRADUATION AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to: 

Sunday Lomas-Lee: Nicola Roxon Citizenship Award (awarded on behalf of Melissa Horne) 

Weam Indris: Newport Lakes Primary School Council Encouragement Award  

Harrison Child:   Tim Watts MP Academic Achievement Award 

Yr 6 Graduation  



GRADUATION AWARDS 



MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM  ALL THE STAFF 



STEM (SCIENCE—TECHNOLOGY-ENGINEERING—MATHS 

 

STEM NEWS 
      Science-Technology-Engineering-Maths 

 

It has been a wonderful year for STEM at NLPS. In addition to classroom STEM 

lessons, we also had a successful Science Week and the introduction of our STEM 

lunchtime club was a big hit! Thank you to all the students who attended and to 

the teachers and students who ran the club. We had so many dedicated students 

turning up each week to design, construct, code and problem solve.  

STEM is an important part of our school and we hope to continue to deliver more 

fun and exciting events next year. 

See you in 2022! 

STEM HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 

On the 3rd of December, I played in the Sydney International Cup (SIC) representing School Sports 
Victoria in the U/12 Boys Soccer Team. We played 7-9 games over 3 days and we won all of those 
games. We played our rival Victorian Team in the final and beat them 4-0 and came out as champions! 
Overall, this experience has changed me for the better and I would definitely love the opportunity to 
represent Victoria again. Also, a huge thank you to NLPS for allowing me to try out for the team in the 
first place and supporting me.  

 

Jake Pilovski 5/6EM 

 

 

 

New Uniform Update 

The new uniform items are currently under production. You can order all uniform items (new and old) at any 
time online at the DCS Uniforms website - https://www.dcsuniforms.com.au/newport-lakes-primary-school/ 

For online orders, these will be sent to you once all items in your order are available. 

For parents wanting to go in to store and purchase direct from Double C Jeanery in Laverton, please be advised 
that the new items are expected to be in store by 15/01/2022. 

To ensure the new items are available before you visit, you can contact Double C Jeanery on 9369 4307. There 
will be sufficient stock for all students  from Prep to Year 6.   

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcsuniforms.com.au%2Fnewport-lakes-primary-school%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.High%40education.vic.gov.au%7C53ca27ac51cb4c4c652708d9c02c57d8%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6377521


Community News/Events  

Happy Holidays from Hobsons Bay Library! 
 
We have some exciting updates:  
 

We are open again  and cannot wait to see you back in our libraries over 
summer. 

Our School Holiday Program will run from January 17th - 28th. For full 
information and booking details, check the library website from 
Monday 3 January.  

There are heaps of new e-books and e-audio books for 
kids now available via our free digital apps.   

The Big Summer Read is now on! Join up via our website for your chance 
to win a prize pack worth $300!  

 

 
 

https://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/library-news/1326-update-to-libraries-reopening-dates
https://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/collections/ebooks
https://libraries.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/children/bsr


 Community News/Events (Continued) 



Community News/Events (Continued) 



SCHOOL TERMS 2021 
 

School Terms 2021School Terms 2021 

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April 

Term 2 19th  
 12th Jul to 17th  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015 
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

(03) 9391 8942 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 
 
Friday 17th December—Last day of Term—1.30pm dismissal 


