Newsletter November 4th, 2021

We would like to
wish the
following
students a very
happy birthday

Freya, Prep SS
Finn, 5/6WH
Aren, 1EW
Ashton, 5/6EM
Fiona, /4TC
Naomi, 3/4TH
Amarisa, 3/4CM
Sienna, 3/4TC
Gemma, 5/6MW
Harper, 3/4JM
Liam, 3/4TC
Alexi, 1LR
Chloe, 3/4JM
Amelie, 5/.6MM
Jack 1EW
Tully, 5/6WH
June, 5/6AM
Quinn, Prep RS
Elke, 1EW
Nicholas, 5/6MW
Long, 2DO
Ry 3/4AD
Reem, 3/4CM
Minnie, 3/4CM
Daniel, 3/4RW
Mai, 5/6AM
Ryder, 3/4TH
Harper, 1AO
Rayan, 1LR

Important dates to put in the diary
Friday 26th November

Pupil Free Day—CANCELLED

Thursday 11th November

2022 Prep Transition Day 1

Thursday 18th November

2022 Prep Transition Day 2
2022 Prep Information Session via Webex @ 6.00pm

Awards
Rafael, Prep RS

Zahra, Prep SS

Jude, Prep HW

Heidi, Prep DS

Aisha, 1MW

Harper, 1AO

Amelie, 1LR

Sebastian, 1EW

Daniela, 2AS

Zayn, 2TN

Yasmin, 2DO

Evie, 2HJ

Patrick, 2HJ

Hassan, 3/4RW

Max, 3/4AD

Jasper, 3/4TH

Lenny, 3/4TC

Chloe, 3/4JM

Peri, 3/4CM

Ahmed, 5/6EM

Lexie, 5/6AM

Sabrina, 5/6MM

Sonny Duke, 5/6MW

Ethan,5/6Wh

Sasha, Prep DS

Chloe, Prep RS

Harper, Prep HW

Jordan, Prep SS

Charlotte, 1MW

Indie, 1LR

Anisia, 1EW

Harry, 1AO

Phoebe, 2DO

Amelia, 2AS

Zara, 2DO

Leo, 2TN

Stella, 3/4CM

Cara, 3/4TC

Zach, 3/4TH

Jack, 3/4TH

Luke, 3/4JM

Matei, 3/4R

Ry, 3/4AD

Thom, 3/4AD

Eliza, 5/6AM

Amelie, 5/6MM

Jack, 5/6EM

Lavinia 5/6MW

Tom, 5/6WH
School Terms 2021

Pupil Free Days 2021

Contact

Term 4

Term 4—

Elizabeth Street

Friday 26th November—Cancelled

Newport 3015 Victoria

4th Oct to 17th Dec

Phone: (03) 9391 8942
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

Dear parents,
It was truly wonderful to have the return of all of our children this week. We see our school community as a large ‘family’
and without all of our children in attendance it is simply not the same.
Apart from the huge smiles on the faces of our parents (some were that wide they were appearing outside the edges of their
masks), it was so delightful to see and hear the joy of children returning to school.
There was an occasional tear and some anxiety from parental separation but that can be expected after a quick 5-day remote
learning block ended up lasting for longer than 3 months.
We have been informed by the Premier that we have seen the last of state-wide lockdowns, whole school closures and
remote learning. If a positive Covid case does occur, there will still be the need for that class to isolate for 14 days but
hopefully this will not happen, and if it does, hopefully it will be a rarity.
School Arrival & Departure
For the next few weeks, the following arrangements will be in place for the beginning and end of the day:
Drop offs
Children can be dropped off anytime between 8.45am – 9.00am.
Pick Ups
School dismissal will be undertaken in 2 stages, 3.20pm and 3.30pm, to avoid congestion. The two groupings have been
selected by the beginning letter of their family surnames (A-K and L-Z) to avoid parents, brothers or sisters waiting for their
siblings.
At 3.20pm students with the surnames beginning between A-K (182 families) will dismiss.
At 3.30pm students with the surnames beginning between L-Z (190 families) will dismiss.
Parents should observe physical distancing measures by not congregating in areas around the school gates. Parents are
advised to farewell or pick up their children away from the school gates, e.g. at street corner, other side of school crossing
etc., to avoid close proximity to others.
All 3 gates in Elizabeth St. will be open for student dismissal. This includes near the gate near the school office, the gate near
the basketball court and the oval gate near the school outdoor stage.
Parents are not to leave their cars when utilising the school drop off/pick up zones.
Parent/Carers Access
Parents/Carers are not permitted to enter the school grounds unless they going to and from childcare or are waiting to pick
up their child at the end of the school day. Parents are not required to QR code but must wear a mask and are not permitted
to go to the classrooms.
At this present time, parents/carers are still not permitted to go into the school office. When essential or required to visit the
office, parents are to wait at the entrance and phone for assistance. Parents are encouraged to contact the school by phone
or email as required.
iPads on Loan
If families have had an iPad on loan from the school for remote learning, could they please ensure that they return the
device to school as soon as possible.
As all these iPads are part of class sets, it is very important they are returned now that remote learning is finished. The iPads
need to be totally cleaned, cleared and then re-set with the required apps for each year level before they can be used in the
classrooms.

Principal’s Report (continued)
School Assemblies
We will resume our face-to-face school assemblies this Friday afternoon providing the weather is suitable to conduct the event
outdoors. Assemblies will begin at 2.45pm and parents are permitted to attend providing they wear a mask, stand at the back
of the assembly and abide by social distance requirements.
If the weather is unsuitable, the assembly will be conducted online and the students will remain in their classrooms.
2022 Transition Sessions
Next week we welcome some very special visitors to Newport Lakes Primary School when our 2022 Preps attend the first of
two transition sessions in preparation for their first year of primary school next year. The 2022 preps will have the opportunity
to have a mini/trial run at what a school day will involve, including coming into school independently, meeting their potential
new teacher, classmates and friends, engaging in developmental play and other fun activities in the classrooms, as well as
having a snack in our ‘quiet yard’ before exploring the playground.
Later in the term, the Year 6 students will have the opportunity of visiting their new state secondary school on Tuesday 7 th
December. This is a state-wide Yr.6-7 transition day for all state secondary schools. Some Independent and Catholic secondary
colleges may have chosen an alternate date and parents will need to check with the school for details.

Remembrance Day 11th November
Remembrance Day is one of the most important days on Australia’s commemorative calendar. It's a day when we acknowledge
those who died while serving in wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations.
Remembrance Day is held on 11 November each year. This is the anniversary of the Armistice that ended fighting with
Germany in World War I. People in Australia, and many other countries, observe one minute's silence at the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month because that's when the Armistice came into effect.
At Newport Lakes we will conduct our own school commentative service next Thursday morning and all classes will attend. The
school captains will also begin daily visits to classrooms from tomorrow with Remembrance Day red poppies for $2 & $5, wrist
bands $3, and bag tags ($4) for sale to the children. All proceeds from the sale of the items will go directly to our local
Newport RSL.
Pupil Free Day
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the pupil free day we had planned for November 26 has been cancelled. Unfortunately, the
work to be undertaken by staff on this day in preparation for the school review to be conducted in term 1 next year will not be
completed, which will take away some of the rigour of evaluation of the review.
2022 classes
Parents are given the opportunity to inform the school if there is any information that they feel is important or beneficial when
considering the selection of next year’s class for their child. Parents are requested not to select a teacher, as this will not be
considered.
Parents must note that requests made last year or in previous years are not ‘carried over’ or considered for the 2022 grade
selection. If parents believe that an issue should still be considered, it is important that a new request is written to the school.
This request must be written and addressed to the Principal and sent via school email address. Requests will then be forwarded
to the respective Team Leaders to assist the teachers when they are forming the grades for the following year.
We have extended the deadline for parents to inform the school until 10 am next Monday, 8th November. Once this very
difficult task of class selection is in process, late considerations cannot be accepted so this extended date is the final
opportunity for parents to inform the school.

If any parents believe that their child may be transferring to another school in 2022, it is very important to make the school
aware of this information. Notification can be made directly to your child’s teacher or an email/phone call to the school office.

Principal’s Report (continued)
SunSmart Protection
Although the current weather may be a little ‘gloomy’ we all know that as the year progresses and we move into the summer
months, it will become much warmer and the sun can be dangerous to our children.
During terms 1 and 4 we implement a SunSmart policy to encourage behaviours at Newport Lakes Primary School to minimise
the risk of skin and eye damage and skin cancer.
Over the next two weeks, Carolyn, the school’s first aid co-ordinator, will be visiting all classrooms and giving a quick
‘SunSmart’ lesson to the children. Apart from the teaching the children the importance of the ‘Slip, Slap and Slop’ message,
she will also be demonstrating the correct way in which sunscreen should be applied and when it is required (i.e. before recess,
lunch and going outside for other activities such as PE). The message will also be continually reinforced throughout terms 1 &
4 by the classroom teachers.
A poster will also be left with each grade to be displayed in a prominent position in the classroom to remind children before
recess & lunchtime to apply sunscreen, which will be readily available in all classrooms.
I am also very pleased to inform parents that school council have just received a state government grant approval to proceed
with a new sun sail shade area between the portable classrooms and the school oval. Covering approximately 80m2, this new
sun sail will provide for an outdoor classroom area during class time and an excellent shade play area during recess and
lunchtimes.
At a cost of over $20K, the sunshade sail will be installed over the upcoming Christmas break and will be ready for use when
the students return in 2022.
This will be the third year in a row that school council has constructed a new sunshade structure in the school grounds, as well
as planting a number of new trees in the northern end of the school grounds.

Sunshade sail to be erected between 5/6 portables and school over.
I hope you all have a great week

David Moss
Principal

COVID MANAGEMENT IN SCHOOLS
Information to the school community in regards to Covid 19 management in schools
To better support schools to manage COVID-19 cases, the Department of Education and Training (DET) and the Department of
Health (DH) have revised how COVID-19 cases will be managed in schools and I wanted to share some information with
families to let you know what will happen if we were to receive a positive case at school.
i thought that it was important to provide more information on what occurs during a school closure so that you can be
prepared for this scenario should it happen. Much of this information is changing rapidly and schools are only provided with
some information after a confirmed case is reported. This makes it hard to be fully prepared for such circumstances. Please
note the information below is guidance only and is subject to change in the event of a positive case.
What happens if a child tests positive
•
•
•

•

•
•

If your child or children test/s positive you need to inform the school as soon as possible either via phone or via
email. We will need to obtain information from you about the date of the test and the date of the result along with
other relevant information about your child’s movements and their symptoms.
After the school receives this notification, we contact the Department of Education and raise an alert which prompts
the School Closure Team to contact the school. They obtain key information about the details of the case and
determine the next steps.
If it is deemed necessary by the Department of Health, the school will be closed for 24 hours, however this may be
extended if there are additional cases reported in this time, or if contact tracing is not complete. Please note that it is
not my call as to whether the school closes, I receive an official order from the Regional Director and have to comply
with this order.
The school then moves forward to contact tracing and contacting parents of children who may be considered a Primary
Close Contact (PCC) of the positive case. PCCs are likely to be limited to those in the same class as the confirmed
COVID-19 case. However, this will also depend on the level of compliance with face-mask requirements and how much
classes might have mixed.
If your child is considered a PCC they will be required to quarantine at home for 14 days, monitor for symptoms and
inform the school if they test positive. If this is a whole class, if possible, we will run Remote Learning for that class.
If your child is 12 and over and is double vaccinated, they only have to quarantine for 7 days.

If the school is closed what happens

•
•
•
•
•
•

I will send a School Closure notice via Compass from a template provided by the Department of Education. If you know
of someone in our community who may not be aware of this please reach out and let them know. Please note that this
notification may come at any time so it is important to monitor Compass messages.
A school closures means that no-one is allowed onsite which means no Childcare or Onsite Supervision will occur.
Please do not call the school during this time, there will be no-one onsite to answer the phone. The best way to
contact us is via email. Please keep in mind that if you or your child are a PCC we will contact you.
While the school is closed, cleaning is undertaken, with a focus on high touch areas.
The school will be given notification to extend the closure or to re-open and we will confirm this with the community
via Compass.
All students can then return to school unless they have been identified as a Primary Close Contact (PCC).

Are we prepared?
As always throughout the past 18 months the staff at our school have been always tried to do their best for their students and
the community. There will be challenges and glitches, but as a flexible and growth mindset-orientated community, we will be
understanding, patient and forgiving. We receive regularly updated guidance from the Department of Education and have
developed our own school plans and CovidSafe actions to keep our staff, children and wider community as safe as possible.
These school guidelines will continue to be communicated to families via compass and includes things such as staggered and
separated drop off and pick up, limiting movement and visitors onsite and limited mixing of students onsite.
What can we do at home to support your child/ren in the event of a school closure?
The best thing that you can do is to remain calm and be supportive of your children. Just like adults, they will go through a
range of emotions and be challenged by these times. Remind your children to bring home their belongs daily. Practice and
encourage them to uphold high levels of hygiene, social distancing and mask wearing where possible. Resources from
organisations such as Emerging Minds and Raising Children Network are very useful to support you to have some of these
conversations at home.

COVID MANAGEMENT IN SCHOOLS
We are hoping that we do not have to experience a school closure or positive case, but the reality is that it is quite likely that
we will. I ask that if you get notified of a school closure that you remain calm and be assured that we will contact you
personally if your child is a PCC. Please keep in mind that our focus during this time needs to be on contact tracing and if you
have a non urgent issue, we ask if you could please wait until after the school re-opens.
I hope that this has provided some clarity and allows you to have some level of preparedness for a future school
closure. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding during these complex times.
Hopefully there will not be a positive Covid case at the school, but if this occurs then hopefully being aware of this information
and procedure with assist with any anxiety this may bring to your children and family.
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SCHOOL TERMS 2021
School Terms 2021School Terms 2021
Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April

Term 4

4th Oct to 17th Dec
Term 2 19th
12th Jul to 17th

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021
Term 4 –
Friday 26th November—CANCELLED

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au
(03) 9391 8942

