
Newsletter  October 7th, 2021 

School Terms 2021 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Pupil Free Days 2021 

Term 4—Monday 1st November 

                Friday 26th November 

Public Holidays 2021 

Nov 2nd—Melb Cup Day 

Contact 

Elizabeth Street 

Newport 3015 Victoria 

Phone: (03) 9391 8942 

Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

We would like to 
wish the  
following  

students a very  
happy birthday 

 

 

Isabel, 1AO 

Evie, 2HJ 

Sebastian, 3/4RW 

Ruby, 3/4RW 

Emilia, 1AO 

Chanuki, 1EW 

Lexie,  5/6AM 

Isabella, Prep DS 

Lucy, 1AO 

Summer, 2AS 

Hassan, 3/4RW 

Emily, 1LR 

Hudson, 2HJ 

Archie, 3/4TC 

Ryan, 5/6WH 

Moath, 3/4JM 

Bekkar, 2TN 

Max, 3/4AD 

Ashton, 5/6EM 

 

Awards 

Harvey, Prep DS Cleo, Prep RS Tom, Prep HW 

Matilda, Prep SS Matilda, 1MW Joshua, 1AO 

Sebastian, 1EW Milla, 1LR Nina, 2HJ 

Ava, 2DO Anne, 2DO Sophie, 2AS 

Liam, 2AS Maggie, 2TN Flynn, 2TN 

Eadie, 3/4TC Annie, 3/4CM Ella, 3/4JM 

Souhail, 3/4TH Nour, 3/4RW Nina, 3/4AD 

Caitlin, 5/6WH Henry, 5/6MW Nash, 5/6MW 

Jake, 5/6EM Seb, 5/6AM Madi, 5/6MM 

Important dates to put in the diary 

Tuesday 12th October Online Parent Information Session—Anxiety in Children 

 Bookings via Compass Tix 
 

Monday 18th October Prep students return—(Mon-Wed) 

Thursday  21st October Years 1 & 2 Students return  (Thurs—Frid) 

Tuesday 26th October Years 3/4 return (Tue-Wed) 

Thursday 28th October Year 5/6 return (Thurs—Frid) 

Monday 1st November Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 2nd November Public Holiday—No School 

Friday 26th November Pupil Free Day 

https://compasstix.com/e/wz4xun5evq


 Principal’s Report 

 

Dear Parents and Families, 
 
Welcome back to Term 4 and I hope you and your family had the opportunity to have a bit of a break. Unfortunately, we 
begin the term in lockdown and continuing with a remote learning program which is far from desirable but hopefully this 
time will be limited with the announcement of the Government’s ‘Roadmap’ out of the current COVID lockdown. 
 
The Department of Education have released a plan for the staged return to on-site learning for all students over a two week 
period. Students will be transitioning back to school as follows: 
 
From Monday 18 October (third week of Term 4) 

• Prep (Monday to Wednesday) 

• Years 1 and 2 (Thursday and Friday) 
 

From Monday 25 October (fourth week of Term 4) 

• Prep (Monday to Wednesday) 

• Years 1 and 2 (Thursday and Friday) 

• Year 3 and 4 (Tuesday and Wednesday) 

• Year 5 and 6 (Thursday and Friday) 
 

From Monday 1st November (fifth week of term 4) 

• Monday  Pupil Free Day – Student Report Writing 

• Tuesday Melbourne Cup Holiday 

• Prep (Wednesday) 

• Years 1 and 2 (Thursday) 

• Year 3 and 4 (Wednesday) 

• Year 5 and 6 (Thursday) 
 

From Friday 5 November 

• All students are expected to return to onsite learning from this Friday 
 
The settings above are indicative only and are subject to change according to the directions from the Chief Health Officer. At 
this stage it is believed that the plan will continue, and parents will be given further details and information on the staged 
return next week. 
 
Specialist Days  
In response to the positive reaction to our online specialist lessons, the school has decided to schedule a whole day of such 
lessons for each year level, rather than leave them all in the afternoon.  
The children will still have a morning check-in with their class teacher at 9am which will include marking the roll, a run-down 
of the upcoming specialist program and an opportunity for preparation for the day, and then from 9.30am the students will 
be attending their four specialist programs for the day. 
 
From next week, Week 2, until Thursday of Week 5 (November 4th – the proposed last day of remote learning), the specialist 
teachers will see the following year levels on these days: 

 
Monday - Yr. 5/6          Tuesday - Yr.1 & 2          Thursday - Yr.3/4          Friday - Preps 

 
The on-line specialist days have been planned that they will be conducted on the days when the students are not attending 
on-site learning thus ensuring they have the maximum face to face teaching with their class teacher when on-site school 
returns. 



Principal’s Report  (continued) 

More information about times and links to each specialist class will be on each year levels’ ‘Learning @ Home’ program.   
 
We hope the students enjoy this new way of undertaking their beloved specialists’ lessons and remind parents that attendance 
and participation will go towards their end of year assessment. 
 
Thank you all for your understanding and ongoing support of our teaching and learning programs. 
 
Parent Information Session- Anxiety in Children 
We are very pleased to present the next in our series of Parent Information Sessions for 2021 entitled Anxiety in Children: 
Should you worry about their worries?    
  
The evening will be hosted by Chris Daicos, a trained teacher and social worker with over three decades of practice of 
facilitating workshops to parents and teachers on a range of topics, including wellbeing. She will be exploring the definition of 
anxiety, triggers of anxiety, recognising anxiety in children, how to talk to your child with suspected anxiety and, most 
importantly, discussing strategies to manage children’s anxiety.  
  
Due to Covid restrictions, the session will be conducted online on the evening of Tuesday 12th October, beginning from 6pm 
and going through to 7.30pm. Chris will be working exclusively with our school on this day with a teacher’s session in the 
afternoon followed by a parent presentation in the evening.     
  
Bookings can be made on Compass Tix and small fee of $5 per family will be charged to help subsidise the cost of the session.   
  
After such an extended period in lockdown and remote learning, we believe this information session is very timely for all our 
families and we highly recommend every parent attend if possible. 
 
P-2 Swimming Program  
Due to Covid restrictions it will not be possible to conduct the P-2 intensive swimming program in 2021. Our program was 
planned to be conducted in weeks 3 & 4 of the term but apart from not being back to full face to face teaching by this date, 
excursions and swimming programs are not permitted to be conducted until further notice. 
 
If restrictions are changed,  it may be possible to conduct some ’water familiarisation/fun days’ later in the term if swimming 
pools re-open and it is deemed as safe for schools to resume such activities. 
 
The Years 3-6 beach water safety programs are still planned to continue in December if permitted. 
  
Pupil Free Days  
There are 2 pupil free days planned for term 4. There will be the usual report writing day on Monday 1st November (the day 
prior to the Melbourne Cup Holiday) and a School Review preparation day to be conducted on Friday 26th November.  The 
school’s 4 year review is to be conducted in term 1 next year and staff will use this day to prepare the self-assessment and 
evaluation requirements for the review. Staff will also begin developing the Goals and Key Strategies for the school’s next 4 
year strategic plan.  
This day was to be conducted in term 3 but was postponed to term 4 due to Covid restrictions.  
  
School Council are also planning to conduct a community meeting to gain parental input into the school review process. The 
community meeting will be conducted early in 2021, hopefully in a face-to-face context but this will be determined by what 

format is permitted as we begin 2021. Details of this meeting will be available later this term.  
  
Newport Lakes PS Art Show  
After being all prepared and ready for a ‘grand opening’, the 2021 Newport Lakes Primary School Art Show had to be suddenly 
cancelled due to the onset of the lockdown and Covid restrictions. All classes had been working towards this year’s show in 
their weekly art classes and every child had completed a piece of artwork for the show.  
  

https://compasstix.com/e/wz4xun5evq


Principal’s Report  (continued) 

 
The good news is that the show has remained set up so when the children return to school, each grade will be able to have 
their own individual special viewing of the all the exhibits.  
 
Unfortunately, parents and families won’t be able to attend this year’s show but a special video has been prepared to allow our 
school community to view the exhibition online.  There will be a special viewing of the video at this week’s virtual assembly and 
then it will be available on the school website.  
 
As much as we would have enjoyed having our community visit the art show on-site it was just not possible so we hope this 
alternative will suffice until we can invite you all back to visit your community school.  
 
Sunsmart – Hats in Term 4  
Newport Lakes Primary School is a Sunsmart school and has a policy that an approved school hat must be worn by all children 
during Term 1 and Term 4.   Hats can purchased online through the uniform supplier or at the school office at the cost of $10.  
Please ensure that your child’s name is clearly printed on the hat so it can be easily identified. 
 
 2022 Class Selection   
School leadership will soon begin the process of investigating the possible grade structures for 2022.  Consideration of the 
student numbers for the whole school, numbers in each grade level, teaching curriculum levels, ensuring that we are within 
the Education Department guidelines and that we have an even distribution of numbers of students in each class, will all be 
determining factors in the selection of the best option for next year’s grade structure. At this stage, it is very likely that we will 
have 23 classes but the composition of the grades or the teachers of the grades has not been decided. After the school 
organisation has been finalised, students will be placed into their 2022 classes.  
 
If any parents believe that their child may be transferring to another school in 2022, it is very important to make the school 
aware of this information.  Notification can be made directly to your child’s teacher or an email/phone call to the school office. 
  
Parents are also able to inform the school if there is any information that they feel is important when considering the selection 
of next year’s class for their child. This is an opportunity for parents to inform the school of any information that would be 
beneficial or important in the selection of their child’s grade in 2022. Parents are requested not to select a teacher, as this will 
not be considered.  
  
Parents must note that requests made last year or in previous years are not ‘carried over’ or considered for the 2022 grade 
selection. If parents believe that an issue should still be considered, it is important that a new request is written to the school.  
  
This request must be written and addressed to the principal. Requests will be forwarded to the respective Team Leaders to 
assist the teachers when they are selecting the grade make up for the following year. Requests can be made up until Friday 
29th October 2021.  All will be given consideration, but no promises or guarantees can or will be made. If you have any queries 
in regard to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact either Carly Bannon or myself at the school. 
  
Hoping you have a good week. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
David Moss 
Principal 



Anxiety in Children—Parent Session 

 

 
 

Anxiety in children: should you 

worry about their worries? 
 

A parent information session with Chris Daicos 

As parents it is sometimes hard to know the difference between normal worries and 

something more serious. In most cases anxiety is short lived and goes away after a while. 

But many children experience anxiety more intensely and more often than other children, 

stopping them from getting the most out of life. 

 

Chris is a trained teacher and social worker with over three decades of practice of 

facilitating workshops to parents and teachers on a range of topics, including wellbeing. 

She will be exploring the following in her session: 
 

 Defining anxiety 

 Normal vs worrying anxiety 

 Triggers of anxiety 

 Recognising anxiety in children 

 How to talk to students with suspected anxiety 

 Strategies for children to manage their anxiety 
 

6pm – 7:30 pm on Tuesday 12th October 2021 
 

$5 per family   

Bookings can be made via Compass Tix 
 

Online – link for meeting to be sent to families attending on the day of the event 

 

https://compasstix.com/e/wz4xun5evq


Art show 

The theme for the 2021 NLPS Art Show was ‘Alice in Wonderland’ by Lewis Carroll. The exhibition 
space was set up to tell the story of ‘Alice in Wonderland’, so as you moved through the space you 
travelled through Wonderland. Students’ described the story through their imagination and 
interpretation of the story in their artwork. During Art lessons students viewed and discussed the 
original illustrations for inspiration. The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party is the central display in the 
exhibition, a whole school art installation that allows students from different year levels to interact 
and collaborate, for example the grade 5/6 tea cups are displayed next to grade 1 sandwiches.  



Art show 
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SCHOOL TERMS 2021 
 

School Terms 2021School Terms 2021 

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April 

Term 2 19th  
 12th Jul to 17th  

 
 
 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021 

 
 
 

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015 
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

(03) 9391 8942 

Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Term 4 – Monday 1st November  
    Friday 26th November 

Public Holidays 2021 

 

Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day 


