
Newsletter  September 16th, 2021 

School Terms 2021 

Term 3  12th Jul to 17th Sep 
Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Pupil Free Days 2021 

Term 4—1st November 

Public Holidays 2021 

Nov 2nd—Melb Cup Day 

Contact 

Elizabeth Street 

Newport 3015 Victoria 

Phone: (03) 9391 8942 

Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

We would like to 
wish the  
following  

students a very  
happy birthday 

 

 

Erin, Prep DS 

Lewis, 3/4JM 

Teddy, 1LR 

Talia, 2TN 

Chelsea, 3/4TH 

Seb, 5/6Am 

James, 5/6WH 

Zara, 3/4AD 

Alasdair, Prep SS 

Oliver, 1AO 

Ellery, 1LR 

Ramiz, 3/4CM 

Lily, 3/4TC 

Mihika, 1EW 

Baxter, 5/6WH 

Spencer, 2TN 

Ceana, 5/6MW 

Nasser, 2DO 

Lorelai, 3/4CM 

Stefanie, 5/6AM 

Harrison, 5/6MM 

Lily, 3/4TH 

Alexa, Prep HW 

Arya, 2AS 

Milly, 2DO 

Mia, 5/6WH 

Martin, 1LR 

Leo, Prep SS 
Maddie, 3/4RW 

Helen, 5/6WH 

Souhail, 3/4TH 

Emma, 1AO 

 

Awards 

Neeve, Prep HW Cian, Prep DS Ellie, Prep SS 

Sam, Prep RS Archie, 1MW Oliver, IAO 

John, 1LR Anisia, 1EW Oscar, 2HJ 

Nasser, 2DO Eve, 2TN Summer, 2AS  

Oscar, 2AS Matisse, 3/4JM Isla, 3/4TH 

Finn, 3/4AD Liam, 3/4TC Salome, 3/4RW 

Mitchell, 3/4CM Matylda, 5/6MM Georgia, 5/6WH 

Alyssa, 5/6MW Grace, 5/6EM June, 5/6AM 

Asha, Prep DS Toby, Prep HW Emmeline, Prep RS 

Jack, Prep SS Mia, 1MW Frankie, 1AO 

Ella, 1LR Chanuki, 1EW Roonika, 2DO 

Millie, 2DO Arya, 2AS Xander, 2HJ 

Khaldoun, 2TN Lena, 3/4AD Oliver, 3/4TC 

Marco, 3/4JM Minnie, 3/4CM Naomi, 3/4TH 

Walid, 3/4RW Lincoln, 5/6MM Connor, 5/6EM 

Tully, 5/6WH Ceana, 5/6MW Leo, 5/6AM 

Mitchel, 3/4CM 

Important dates to put in the diary 

Friday 17th September Last day of Term—2.30pm finish 

Monday 4th October First day of Term 4  



 Principal’s Report 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
Tomorrow we come to the end of another very long term. We began with much optimism back in mid-July, with plans for 
many wonderful and engaging activities for the second semester. Activities such as Science Week, SWPBS Month, Book 
Week, Father’s Day, numerous excursions, the Art Show, swim programs, Bike Ed, and our school concert, just to name a 
few, were all scheduled  for the remainder of the 2021 school year.  We began the semester with so much hope and 
anticipation but unfortunately things have not turned out as we conceived. 
 
At present we are uncertain of how term 4 will prevail. It is unlikely that face to face school will begin after the holidays, but 
hopefully there may be some form of return during the term.  Unfortunately, with the uncertainty of exactly what will 
happen, there is no means of planning events, actions or activities that make the school a welcoming and enjoyable place for 
our students and community. Optimistically, there will be soon be some form of plan or ‘roadmap’ provided, and, together 
as a school community, we can all move forward together.  
 
Remote Learning & On-site Supervision Program 
As has been communicated in recent parent updates, after the school’s recent Covid case resulting in the enforced isolation 
of over 75 staff and students, and all their families, there has been the requirement to make a number of changes to the on-
site program to reduce the risk of the school being exposed to the virus again, forcing families and staff being required to 
undergo further isolation periods and then having to close the school for a further time.  
 
Some of the changes will include: 
 

• The number of teaching and education support staff permitted on site each day will be restricted and limited. 

• All staff, including classroom, specialist, leadership and education support staff will equally share the supervision 
requirements of the on-site program (previously this was only undertaken by specialist and support staff). 

• The focus of the on-site program will be supervision and not instruction. Due to a limited number of staff on site, 
individual or small group instruction will not be available. 

• Class teachers will be rostered on the on-site program schedule. On the days when the class teachers are assisting 
with the on-site program, the children in their remote grades will need to attend their daily ‘check-in’, and any other 
required online activity, with another class in their year level. The class teachers will communicate this to students 
and families accordingly. Note that the class teacher will not be available to their students or parents during this day 
due to their attendance at school. 

• Specialist teachers will be undertaking weekly online classes and programs. We encourage all children to participate in 
these new online lessons and activities as they become an additional part of the student’s weekly remote curriculum. 

• Educational support staff will work with students they usually support in our classrooms via 1:1 Webex sessions 
instead and have been in touch with parents to organise times.   

• To make it safer for families and the school staff, we have introduced a new system of the placement of weather-
proof tubs outside the office doors where weekly program booklets & resources (like new writing books and pencils, 
or other packs discussed with the teacher) can be placed and picked up by parents contact free and without entering 
the office. If you are not coming into the school building itself, there is no need to QR code in. 

 
It is important that parents also note that children should never attend school if they are feeling unwell in any way at all, or 
display any symptoms (runny nose, cough, headache, sore throat, fever etc.). 
 
Students and staff will be temperature checked at the beginning of each school day or as required.  The safety of our children 
and staff must be paramount during these difficult times. 



Principal’s Report  (continued) 

Specialist remote learning programs 
On most school days, there is now at least two online sessions per day for all classes to connect with their teacher, as well as 
the other online sessions for whole year level activities, instrumental music and school assembly. 
 
With the specialist teachers no longer being responsible for the supervision of the on-site program, this week we began daily 
specialist lessons in Art, PE, LOTE, Music, Drama and Performing Arts for all grade levels.  Following on from the feedback of 
parents to conduct these lessons, it is now expected that students will attend these lessons each day as part of their year level 
curriculum and assessment.  
 
The specialist lessons will be conducted after the daily classroom lessons each day and your child’s teacher will inform families 
of the details. We strongly recommend that parents ensure their children attend and participate in these sessions.  
 
Hopefully we are on the ‘last leg’ of the remote learning journey, and we can finish this year with a positive and productive 
term. 
  
Parent Information Session- Term 4  
We are very pleased to present the next in our series of Parent Information Sessions for 2021 entitled Anxiety in Children: 
Should you worry about their worries?    
 
The evening will be hosted by Chris Daicos, a trained teacher and social worker with over three decades of practice of 
facilitating workshops to parents and teachers on a range of topics, including wellbeing. She will be exploring the definition of 
anxiety, triggers of anxiety, recognising anxiety in children, how to talk to your child with suspected anxiety and, most 
importantly, discussing strategies to manage children’s anxiety.  
  
Due to Covid restrictions, the session will be conducted online on the evening of Tuesday 12th October beginning from 6pm and 
going through to 7.30pm. Chris will be working exclusively with our school on this day with a teacher’s session in the afternoon 
followed by a parent presentation in the evening.     
 
Bookings can be made on Compass Tix and small fee of $5 per family will be charged to help subsidise the cost of the session.   
Further information of the event and booking details are included later in the newsletter.   
  
Footy Colours Day  
It was wonderful to see so many of our students dressed up in their footy team colours on Wednesday to continue to celebrate 
our annual Footy Colours Day. These events are especially important in these times of restrictions and lockdowns to build upon 
our connectedness with each other and to ensure we bring some fun and enjoyment into our daily lives.   
 
Unfortunately, it was not possible to conduct our traditional Teacher vs. Student footy match, which we know is thoroughly 
enjoyed and remembered as a highlight by so many children so we won’t say that it was cancelled this year, it has just been 
postponed.  
  
End of Term 
I sincerely hope all parents, students and teachers have the opportunity of having a bit of a break from remote learning duties 
over the upcoming term holidays. I recommend that all families try to have some ‘no screen’ days during our upcoming break. I 
know that I will be putting away the notebook for a few days and hopefully have the opportunity of turning off the email 
mailbox.  I think we all, students, parents and teachers, need a break from our screens and have a chance to enjoy those 
around us and not be disturbed by the online influences in our lives.  
 
Although we may not get the opportunity of going away and out of Melbourne during the next two weeks, hopefully our 
lockdown limit of travel will be slightly extended and with the weather beginning to get a little warmer, we can enjoy some 
outside activities in a beautiful local community.  When we consider the number of beautiful parks, reserves, beaches, trails, 
gardens, the river etc. all within our local area we are very fortunate and have many excellent areas to explore and enjoy. 
 

The end of school for this term will be this Friday 17th September at 2.30pm.  Although we have not be officially informed of 
the details for school in term 4, it is expected that we will return on Monday 4th October with a resumption of the remote 
learning and flexible learning program and an on-site supervision program for those students from eligible families.  If there is a 
change in these details, a parent update will be sent to all families via Compass.  
 
I hope all families have a safe and enjoyable term holiday. 
 
David Moss 
Principal 
  

https://compasstix.com/e/wz4xun5evq


Anxiety in Children—Parent Session 

 

 
 

Anxiety in children: should you 

worry about their worries? 
 

A parent information session with Chris Daicos 

As parents it is sometimes hard to know the difference between normal worries and 

something more serious. In most cases anxiety is short lived and goes away after a while. 

But many children experience anxiety more intensely and more often than other children, 

stopping them from getting the most out of life. 

 

Chris is a trained teacher and social worker with over three decades of practice of 

facilitating workshops to parents and teachers on a range of topics, including wellbeing. 

She will be exploring the following in her session: 
 

 Defining anxiety 

 Normal vs worrying anxiety 

 Triggers of anxiety 

 Recognising anxiety in children 

 How to talk to students with suspected anxiety 

 Strategies for children to manage their anxiety 
 

6pm – 7:30 pm on Tuesday 12th October 2021 
 

$5 per family   

Bookings can be made via Compass Tix 
 

Online – link for meeting to be sent to families attending on the day of the event 

 

https://compasstix.com/e/wz4xun5evq


School Council Report 

Thank you to our school staff 

It has been a tough time for staff recently as they battle increasing difficulty with keeping our children engaged in remote 
learning, while many of them faced their own 14 day isolation due to the school shutdown for Covid. A big shout out to all the 
teaching and support staff for doing their best in this challenging time. Parent’s Club donated some of their funds to send a 
small care package to all staff as a show of support, which was well received. 

 

Support for isolating families 

In a wonderful show of support, many people responded to the School Council call out for help for isolating families. We 
received numerous offers and were able to connect families that requested help with helpers. Thank you to everyone who 
responded, this was a an example of the wonderful spirit of our Newport Lakes PS community.  

 

School Classrooms 

We had 856 people sign the petition for double story classrooms, an amazing effort! Thank you to everyone that took the time 
to do this. This campaign resulted in School Council gaining a meeting with Melissa Horne, our local MP. Melissa then set up a 
meeting for us with Dept of Education (DET) and Victorian School Building Authority. David and Meredith attended this 
meeting on 10/9/21. We firmly stated our case at this meeting, providing strong background detail as to what has occurred the 
past few years with steady enrolment increases and delivery of only single storey buildings with no proper consultation with 
the school. DET provided forecast data that shows our school experiencing a decline in enrolments in the next 10 years. They 
are forecasting that our enrolments won’t grow any higher than they currently are, so we won’t need any further classrooms. 
VSBA also outlined their allocation policy of temporary classrooms which only provides for limited double storey buildings that 
are given to the schools in greatest need. We challenged their assumptions and asked a range of questions, including where 
their data comes from. They are responding to our queries and will set up another meeting with us in the holidays or first week 
of Term 4. 

Stay tuned for next steps on this issue as it is not yet resolved. 

 

School Uniforms 

We had 140 responses to the School Uniform survey. Each class also provided feedback. Thanks to everyone that provided 
feedback. Survey responses indicated support for a uniform change (see the main results in this newsletter). The main items 
that are being focused on for change are the polo shirt and jacket. School Council has taken on the feedback and is working 
with our uniform supplier to finalise items to be changed. Final decisions regarding any change to uniform, timelines for 
introduction, pricing etc will be shared with the school community as soon as possible. Ideally the supplier would like to set up 
mannequins in the office to show off the entire range but this may not be possible given current circumstances. If not we will 
continue to communicate with parents via Compass or the school newsletter.  

 

School Council sends support to all families as we all continue to battle through life at the moment which includes remote 
learning for our children and remote work for many of us. Not an easy time so stay strong and we look forward to hopefully 
seeing a return to school soon! 



School Council Report (Continued) 

NLPS School Uniform Survey Results  

Survey open from 3-13 August 2021  

140 responses received  

Not all results are provided below as some questions asked for comments only   

  

Q.4 Are the current price points appropriate?  

  

  

Q. 5 What materials would you like to see used in the uniform?  

  

  

Q. 6 If we move forward with a uniform change, there is potential to recycle/donate old uniforms. Is this important to you?  

  

 Q. 7 The ideal change over time for a new uniform for me would be –  

  
 

 



School Council Report (Continued) 

Q. 8 Would you support an update to the NLPS school uniform?  

  

  

Q. 9 Do you prefer the current bomber jacket & OR this soft shell jacket?  

  

  

Q. 14 Prep - Grade 5 Polo shirts (short and long sleeve)Do you prefer the current yellow polo shirt OR this proposed navy polo 

shirt?  

  

  

Q. 16 Grade 6 Polo Shirts - Do you prefer the current sky polo shirt OR this proposed navy polo shirt (both are 100% polyester)?  

  

  

Q. 18 Do you prefer the current winter tunic OR this proposed navy skirt?  

  
 



School Council Report (Continued) 

 

Q. 20 Skort - Choose as many options as you would be happy with  

  

Q. 22 Do you prefer the current school bag OR a similar bag made from 100% reclyclable material (same cost)?  

  

Q. 23 Rain Jacket (keep or delete)?  

  

Q. 24 Polar Fleece Vest (keep or delete)?  

  

Q. 26 Vote for a new school Beanie.  Please choose your favourite design from the below beanies (Image 2 had the pom pom) 

   



Preps—Flat Teacher Adventure 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, the Preps had a week of adventures with their FLAT TEACHERS.  They printed 

us, cut us out, coloured us in and took us with them throughout the week.   

 

Felix & Flat Hannah bake pancakes. 

Sarsha teaches Flat Hannah to draw a dog. 

Toby shows Flat Hannah how to make a healthy snack. 

    
 

 

Harper and Flat Diana                                 Hugo, Morgan and Flat Diana    

               Mason and Flat Diana gardening 

       

 



Preps—Flat Teacher Adventure (Continued) 

 

Emma and Flat Bianca went on      Lennox and Flat Bianca played    Quinn and Flat Bianca sewed 

an adventure to Newport Lakes.    Hookey together. Lennox won!   and did maths together.   

 

 

 

        
Edie baked delicious cupcakes       Sophie took Flat Sarah and Flat Lisa       Emme exercised with       

with Flat Sarah and Flat Lisa.          on an under the sea adventure.              Flat Sarah and Flat Lisa.  

 

We loved seeing all the students’ photographs from their adventures with their FLAT 

TEACHERS. 



Year 1 Activities 

 In the Grade 1s each week, we have been 

enjoying some additional, optional activities to  

‘mix up’ our days. Below we have given you a 

little snapshot of some of these…  

  

Cooking sessions with Lee and Mitch  

 
  

  

  

 
   

By Milla R. (1/MW)  

  

The cooking meeting was a huge success for the grade ones. The 

first thing we made was fairy bread, everyone had a different  

method of making it. The yum balls were sticky to make but tasted 

even better on Father’s Day! The third was a savoury recipe, mini  

pizzas and we are about to make nuggets before the end of term.  



Year 1 Activities 

 Boot Camp on Mondays with Amy  

 

Boot Camp is where you get fit. You need to have:  

- Two full cans  

- A rug/towel/yoga mat  

- A chair  

Our host is Amy. She instructs us what to do and we copy 

her. My favourite bit is the plank. My least favourite bit was 

sit-ups.  
 

 

 
 



Year 1 Activities 

Musical Statues with Eliza  

  

 
    

By Elke M. (1/EW)  

  

In Musical Statues we get together and dance 

and listen to music. You have to freeze when  

it’s red and dance when it’s green. Something I  

like is we all come together and take part in 

something fun and crazy. Everyone has 

different dance moves.  



Year 1 Activities (Continued) 

 
Camp Day!  

 
  

  

 
  

  

We even had a ‘Camp-themed Day’! Mitchell took us on a 

virtual hike through the bush, told us scary stories around 

the virtual campfire and sung some campfire songs. Many 

students even created tents inside their houses!  



Year 1 Activities (Continued) 

 Mr. Squiggle Drawing Practice  

  

  

By Amelie M. (1/LR)  

  

The Mr Squiggle activity was fun. I had to draw a 

squiggle. I then turned it around and added more 

lines to turn it into a picture. I turned it into a 

mountain.  



YEAR 3/4 LITERACY 



YEAR 3/4 LITERACY (Continued) 



YEAR 3/4 LITERACY (Continued) 



YEAR 3/4 BQT  



YEAR 3/4 BQT (Continued) 



YEAR 3/4 BQT (Continued) 



Year 2 



 Community News  



 Community News (continued) 



SCHOOL TERMS 2021 
 

School Terms 2021School Terms 2021 

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April 

Term 2 19th  
 12th Jul to 17th  

 
 
 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015 
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

(03) 9391 8942 

School Terms 2021 

Term 3  12th Jul to 17th Sep 
Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Term 4 – Monday 1st November  

Public Holidays 2021 

 

Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day 


