
Newsletter  August 4th, 2021 

School Terms 2021 

Term 3  12th Jul to 17th Sep 
Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Pupil Free Days 2021 

Term 3—Wednesday 1st Sept 

Term 4—1st November 

Public Holidays 2021 

Nov 2nd—Melb Cup Day 

Contact 

Elizabeth Street 

Newport 3015 Victoria 

Phone: (03) 9391 8942 

Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

We would like to 
wish the  
following  

students a very hap-
py birthday 

 

 

 

Jana, 3/4JM 

Matila, 5/6 MW 

Jack, 1MW 

Toby, Prep HW 

Indie, 1LR 

Zoe, 3/4TC 

John, 2HJ 

Gabriel, 5/6EM 

Anastasia, 1LR 

Audrey, Prep HW 

Bella, 2TN 

Paul, 5/6MM 

Nina, 3/4AD 

Sasha, Prep DS 

Oscar, 2AS 

Khadija, 5/6MM 

Cooper, 3/4CM 

Harper, Prep HW 

Mouhamad, Prep SS 

Georgia, 2DO 

Huxley, 3/4TH 

Lucas, 5/6MM 

 

Awards 

Tilly, 5/6EM Gemma, 5/6MW Zoe, 2HJ 

Emme, Prep SS Finley, 1LR Thom, 3/4AD 

Lucas, 3/4AD Xavier, Prep DS William, Prep HW 

Ike, Prep SS Stanley, Prep RS Pippa, 1AO 

Henry, 1EW Dash, 1LR James, 1MW 

Patrick, 2HJ Harley, 2HJ Zoe, 2DO 

Summer, 2AS Maggie, 2TN Veer, 3/4JM 

Erina, 3/4AD Huxley, 3/4TH Anes, 3/4RW 

Eimear, 3/4TC William, 3/4CM Gabi, 5/6MW 

Grace, 5/6MM Fatima, 5/6EM Tom, 5/6AM 

Patrick, 5/6AM Mai, 5/6AM Baxter, 5/6WH 

Important dates to put in the diary 

Thursday 5th August Parent Club Meeting 7.30pm @ Hudson Rod Wine Bar 

Friday 6th August Yr 5 Bike Ed Program 

Tuesday 10th August Yr 1 Excursion to Moonlit Santuary 

 Yr 2 Excursion to Werribee Zoo 

Wednesday 11th August Parent Teacher Interviews 

Friday 13th August Yr 5 Bike Ed Program 

Wednesday 1st September Pupil Free Day 



 Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you to our community for your understanding, responsiveness, and adaptability during our recent period of lockdown 
and remote learning. Together we were once again able to ride the obstacles and difficulties that were placed before us to 
continue our children’s learning despite them not being able to physical attend school. 
 
I was so pleased to witness the manner in which the children were able to excitedly bounce back on their day of return and it 
was wonderful to re-unite with their friends, classmates and teachers and then step straight back into their classroom learning. 
 
Welcome to ‘PBS’ Month  
During August we are celebrating PBS at Newport lakes Primary School. PBS stands for ‘Positive Behaviour Support’ and it is a 
framework to support our school to create and maintain a positive and safe leaning environment. 
 
Throughout the month there will be numerous activities undertaken in all classrooms to highlight and support a positive 
culture at Newport Lakes. Ranging from earning counters for displaying one of our school values in the classroom or in the 
school yard, making special rainbow displays for our grades, revising our whole-school PBS behaviour matrix, hearing from 
guest speakers on inclusion, launching our new house colours and indigenous mascots, having an open morning where parents 
can visit classrooms and experience a health lesson (covid restrictions permitting) and then concluding with a special 
‘OK2BEME Day’ where we can celebrate being an inclusive school. 
  
In our personal contexts, there would be many instances when we have felt both included and excluded. We invite you to 
share (in written form, via email), either – or both – experiences, to assist us in the discussions with our students. You can 
remain anonymous, so that you won’t be identified, but please remember to consider the audience of primary school aged 
children. Some stories might be better shared with younger students while others might be better for older students; we are 
hoping to get a variety of stories for all age groups. If you would like to share your story, please send an email 
to newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au with the subject line: Inclusion. 
  
Parent Survey 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/
Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a 
sample of randomly selected parents/caregivers/guardians (previously known as the Parent Opinion Survey). It is designed to 
assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement 
and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school 
planning and improvement strategies.  
 
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey.  All responses to the survey are 
anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will remain open from Thursday 5th August until Friday 
3 September and can be completed over weekends and after hours. 
 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within 
the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets, or smartphones. The online survey will be available in a range of 
languages other than English. These include Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, 
Punjabi and Greek. 
 
Survey results will be communicated to parents/caregivers/guardians through the school’s Annual Report, the school 
newsletter, and School Council.  Please enquire at the school office if you would like more information. 

mailto:newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Principal’s Report  (continued) 

 
Parking and respect for our neighbours 
Good relationships with our neighbours are very important to our school. Unfortunately, it has come to the school’s attention 
that some of our parents/ carers have been parking in the driveways of our Elizabeth St. neighbours when dropping off and 
waiting to pick up their children after school.  Apart from being illegal, it is also very inconvenient to our neighbours and 
residents, it is dangerous to our parents and children that are using the footpath and holds up the flow of traffic when the 
vehicle is reversing back out into the street.  You would not like strange vehicles parking and blocking up your own driveways 
so please do not undertake this unlawful and self-centred activity in someone else’s driveway.  The Hobsons Bay City Council 
have been notified of this occurrence and will be visiting the school crossing area to follow up the complaints. 
 
Parenting in the Digital World  
Thank you to all parents that were able to go online and participate in the Parent information Session on Parenting in the 
Digital World.  Due to Covid restrictions we had to change from a face-to-face presentation to an online program but hopefully 
parents were still able to gain value from the presentation. 
 
Feedback on the session has been very positive and most parents were able to come away with a number of helpful hints and 
strategies to assist in keeping their children safe whilst online. I personally liked the ‘24hr household new app rule’ when your 
child asks for a new app.  Having such a household agreement gave the parents an opportunity to research the app, find out 
details of the app, ask around other parents if they have knowledge of the app and possibly download and trial the app before 
approving it for the child or family device.  A simple but effective cyber safety strategy for any family. 
 
In collaboration with the Newport Lakes PS Parents Club, the school will continue to conduct Parent Information Sessions to 
keep our families up with current items of interest.  
 
The topic for the next parent information session will be ‘Anxiety in Children’ presented by Chris Daicos, a highly respected 
presenter in this field of work.  The planned date for this session will be on the evening of Tuesday 12th October.  Further 
information on this session and booking details will be available later in the term. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Due to the current covid lockdown and restrictions, it was not possible to conduct the mid-year parent teacher interviews on 
the planned date (Wednesday 21st July).  The revised date for the interviews is next Wednesday 11th August 2021.  Because 
of the continuing restrictions the interviews will now need to be conducted online via the WebEx platform.  Owing to changes 
to each family’s circumstances, it will not be possible to transfer the previous times for appointments, but we will need to 
commence the booking process from the beginning. 
  
Bookings for these interviews to be conducted on Wednesday 11th August are presently available and will remain open until 
6.00pm Friday 6th August.   
 
Once all booking times have been confirmed, your child/rens teacher/s will each email you directly, via Compass, with details 
on how to log on to their WebEx rooms, including a direct meeting link, and their meeting room number if needed.  
 
Further details of how the sessions will run and potential trouble shooting options will also be provided to you in that letter.  It 
is planned that this notification will be sent to parents on Monday 9th August via Compass. 
  
Please note that WebEx is the preferred DET online program and is the only online meeting platform we can offer for our 
interviews. 
 
The interview day will be a normal school day for all classes and students will be dismissed as per usual at 3.30pm. 
 
If this day, time, or type of parent interview is unsuitable for you, please contact your child’s teacher to make alternative 
arrangements for an interview. 



Principal’s Report (continued) 

 
Pupil Free Day – Wednesday 1st September 2021  
There is a planned pupil free day for Wednesday 1st September.  All staff will be participating in the preparation of the school’s 
PRSE (pre review school evaluation) for the upcoming school review. The school review is conducted every 4 years and 
evaluates the performance of the school over the last 4-year period and develops a strategic plan for the next 4 years. 
 
Parents will be invited to contribute to the PRSE via feedback and a community forum, hopefully to be conducted in term 4.  
 
Childcare will be available for the pupil free day on Wednesday 1st September by contacting Quantin Binnah on 
admin@qbcc.org.au.or Ph: 9742 5040 
 
Dance and Bike Ed 
Two excellent extra curricula programs currently occurring in our classrooms at the present time are the Bike Ed and Dance 
program.  
 
The weekly Dance program is conducted over a 4-week period and the children participate in a range of different genres. In 
the junior school a bit of ‘Bollywood’ is being studied, ‘Latin American’ steps are all the rage in the middle school and ‘Hip Hop’ 
is the dance of choice in the senior grades. 
 
Bike Ed has been introduced this year into the yr. 5 curriculum every Friday morning during term 3. The students will spend a 
number of weeks building up their riding skills, knowledge and understanding of everything about bikes and road safety within 
the school grounds before venturing onto a supervised road ride later in the term.  
 
I would like to thank the good people from Bike Now in Kings Way, Sth Melbourne for supporting the school’s Bike Ed program 
by donating 3 brand new bikes and helmets to assist students that may not have a bike at home to bring to school.  
 
Both of the programs are very popular with the students and are very important in the development of the children’s health 
and well-being. 
 
I hope we all have a safe and ‘normal’ week 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
David 
Principal 



School Council News 

•Parent information session – Due to not being able to hold the previously planned face to face parent info session, a virtual 
session will be held on 18th August for parents who have any questions regarding the following items: 

 Potential refresh of school uniform 

 Installation of CCTV cameras on school grounds 

 Mandatory Expression of Interest (EOI) process for the provision of Out of School Hours Care (OSCH) 
 

•An update on these items is as follows: 

 Out of School Hours Care – The Expression of Interest closed on 30 July. School Council will assess EOIs in August with 
all parties to present at the August School Council meeting. 

 CCTV – We have received community feedback which has generally been positive. Looking to proceed with an install of 
the CCTV system in the coming months. 

 Uniform Refresh Survey – A survey is currently open to all parents (see Compass for your survey link). Please provide 
your feedback by the survey close date – 13 August. 

 

• The School Art Show and official 165th birthday celebration event has been postponed due to Covid to Mon 6th 
September. 

 

• Planning for future growth and classrooms at our school 
 
Our school size has continued to grow of recent times and this trend appears to be continuing for the foreseeable future. The 
school must take enrolments from all children within the school zone that want to attend the school and classrooms will 
continually be added to the school grounds as the school grows.  
In the past couple of years the school has appealed to the Department of Education  for involvement in planning school 
classroom locations for the future and also in attempting to get another double story classroom building. So far this has been 
unsuccessful and this resulted in the single story classroom installed at the start of this year. The school predicts that another 
classroom will be required for next year and would like to attempt to obtain a double story building again. Ideally this would 
be placed next to the current double story building. 
 
The Victorian School Building Authority has indicated that we would not get a double story building but another single story 
classroom that would be placed next to the classroom that was installed at the beginning of this year (see photo below). 
This would involve the removal of 1 x significant large tree, 3 x small-medium trees and the relocation of sand pit and Play 
POD. 
 
This is not ideal and school council is currently in the process of writing official letters to the Regional Office and our local MP 
about this issue. 
 
We may need support from the school community in the form of a petition.  
We are currently investigating how best to get community feedback and will be back in contact shortly with the school 
community regarding this. 
 
 



Parent Club News 

 
 
 

 
 

Father’s Day Breakfast - Save the Date Friday 3rd September 
Covid restrictions willing! 

 
 

Uniform Survey – 

Make sure you have your say – link has come out via Compass. 

 

As always reach out to get involved or hear more about what’s happening – nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com 

 

 

STAY TUNED Upcoming Events – 

NEXT MEETING – TONIGHT 5th August 2021 7.30pm at Hudson’s Wine Bar 

 

Previous Events 

Parenting in the Digital World 

Thanks to Mat for arranging this week’s virtual session.  Over 45 families were online to hear how we can support our 

children to stay safe in the current digital world.  So much to learn! 

Resources will be made available shortly for everyone. 

 



STEM—Science-Technology-Engineering-Maths 

 

  
STEM NEWS 

Science-Technology-Engineering-Maths 
 
 
 

SCIENCE WEEK 
 

In Week 6, Newport Lakes will be celebrating  

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK.  

This year the theme is ‘Food: Different by 

Design’. Throughout the week, classes will be 

participating in fun science activities and 

workshops, conducting science experiments and 

learning all about the sciences around us. We will 

also be holding our very own NLPS Science Fair on 

Thursday 19th August to showcase all the amazing 

work students have been doing throughout the 

term. 

 
 

 

 

Don’t forget, STEM Club is on every Monday at 1:40pm in Trami’s room in 
Term 3. Students from all year levels are welcome! ☺  

 

 



STEM (continued) 

 

STEM Club Challenge: 

Code a Sphero to travel through a maze using simple instructions. 



Community News 



Community News 



 Community News (continued) 



SCHOOL TERMS 2021 
 

School Terms 2021School Terms 2021 

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April 

Term 2 19th  
 12th Jul to 17th  

 
 
 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015 
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

(03) 9391 8942 

School Terms 2021 

Term 3  12th Jul to 17th Sep 
Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Term 3 – Wednesday 1st September 
Term 4 – Monday 1st November  

Public Holidays 2021 

 

Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day 


