
Newsletter  July 22nd, 2021 

School Terms 2021 

Term 3  12th Jul to 17th Sep 
Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Pupil Free Days 2021 

Term 3—Wednesday 1st Sept 

Term 4—1st November 

Public Holidays 2021 

Nov 2nd—Melb Cup Day 

Contact 

Elizabeth Street 

Newport 3015 Victoria 

Phone: (03) 9391 8942 

Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

We would like to 
wish the  
following  

students a very 
happy birthday 

 

 

 

Theodor, 1AO 

Matylda, 5/6MM 

Owen, Prep HW 

Maisie, Prep SS 

Oliver, 3/4TC 

Noah, 1MW 

Eve, 2TN 

William, 5/6EM 

Indy, 1LR 

Asha, 2AS 

Nada, 3/4AD 

Lily, Prep DS 

Addison, 3/4CM 

Olivia, 1EW 

Ella, 1LR 

Mariam, 2DO 

Sophie, 2TN 

Emerson, 2AS 

Bernard, 2HJ 

Ryan, 3/4TC 

Cian, Prep DS 

Lola, 2HJ 

Caitlin, 3/4TC 

Fatima, 5/6EM 

Zara, 5/6EM 

 

Awards 

Ananda, Prep DS Audrey, Prep HW Indiana, Prep SS 

Emma, Prep RS Scarlet, 1AO Xavier, 1EW 

Anastasia, 1LR Milla, 1MW Zara, 2HJ 

Zoe, 2HJ Milly, 2DO Ali, 2AS 

Emerson, 2AS Eva, 2TN Oliver, 3/4JM 

Emily, 3/4AD Samuel, 3/4AD Luca, 3/4TH 

Eva, 3/4RW Nikolas, 3/4TC Tommy, 3/4CM 

Ethan, 5/6MW James, 5/6MM Sabrina, 5/6EM 

Eden, 5/6WH 

Friday 23rd July—Assembly  Via Webex @ 1pm 

Meeting Link: https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?
MTID=ma63c7356adabbcf2249d439be6bbd920 

Meeting Number: 165 880 7416 

Password: newport 
 
Everyone who joins will be muted, and we ask that cameras are turned off for the 
duration of the assembly. The assembly will be recorded and made available at a 
later date. 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=ma63c7356adabbcf2249d439be6bbd920
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=ma63c7356adabbcf2249d439be6bbd920


 Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents 
 
After a wonderful beginning to an exciting term 3 we were suddenly sent into a further lockdown and remote learning last 
Thursday evening. Unfortunately, schools were not given any official notification until after 6 pm that evening of the lockdown 
which made it difficult to communicate to our community of what was happening the next day and beyond.   I know some 
parents found it very upsetting and frustrating for this late notice and I apologise for not being able to clearly communicate 
what was happening in regard to school operations and supervision but experience has informed me that it is better not to 
announce any information until the correct information can be confirmed and released.  
 
Teachers and students were able to successfully achieve a transition to our remote and flexible learning program from the 
beginning of this week and feedback from the remote classrooms has been very positive.  Hopefully we can all be back in our 
actual classrooms next Wednesday and return to face to face learning once again. 
 
Term 3 was shaping up to be a very busy and eventful term with many activities planned involving excursions, parades, parent 
interviews, exhibitions and presentations but unfortunately the planning of all of these will need to be re-visited and re-
scheduled where possible. Parents will be notified of all school events, new and re-scheduled, via Compass and in the 
newsletter.  
Thank you for all your positive messages at the school gate, phone calls and emails. It has been a little bit of a roller coaster 
juggling the challenges the pandemic has thrown at us, however at Newport Lakes Primary we are becoming rather skilled at 
dealing with adversity and the resilience of our entire community is being continually tested and strengthened.   
We have achieved so much together with a focus on our students at the centre and ensuring we are providing academic, social 
and emotional support. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews & Conferences  Due to the lockdown it was not possible to conduct the planned parent teacher 
interviews and student led conferences this week.  A postponed date has been planned for Wednesday 11th August. At this 
stage, it is unknown if they can be conducted face to face due to possible restrictions or alternatively, they will be conducted 
online via the Webex platform. 
 
 Due to changes in many family’s circumstances, it will not be possible to transfer the existing booking times but rather we will 
need to commence the booking process from the beginning. Further details on the parent teacher interviews and online 
booking arrangements will be sent home to parents next week via Compass. 
 
Connect Cybersafety Workshops     Our planned parent information presentation for term 3 was the Alannah & Madeleine 
Foundation Connect Cybersfatey Workshop.  We had intended for this presentation to be conducted in the school’s multi-
purpose room on the evening of Tuesday 3rd August. 
 
Under the assumption that this session will not be able to proceed due to Covid restrictions we are attempting to arrange for 
the planned parent workshop to be conducted online on the same evening.  As soon as these arrangements can be confirmed, 
an update with details on of the online sessions will be sent to parents via Compass. 
 
Art Show & 165th Birthday Celebration   It is unlikely that parents and visitors will be permitted onto school grounds for the 
foreseeable future so we have re-scheduled the school Art Show and 165th Birthday celebration until later in the term.  
The date for the official opening of the Art Show and165th  birthday recognition will now be Monday September 6th 2021. The 
Art show will then continue throughout the week from 6-9th September. 
 
Library Update     New carpet flooring was installed into the school library over the recent holidays.  This excellent addition to 
the library was fully funded through parent voluntary contributions to the school’s library and building funds. 
All classes attend the library weekly for a library lesson and to borrow books. The library is also open every lunchtime for any 
child to visit and spend some relaxing and quiet time in this special place. 



Principal’s Report  (continued) 

 
Thank you to all those families that donated to the Building or Library Voluntary Fund that contributed to the improvements 
of this wonderful calming and relaxing location for all our children. 

 
Welcome   I would like to welcome Bianca Egan onto our staff this term. Bianca will be replacing Harriet in the Prep R 
classroom for the remainder of 2021.   Bianca is well known to the many of the students and staff and will be a wonderful 
addition to the excellent teaching staff at Newport Lakes Primary school.  Prep R parents will get to meet Bianca at our 
upcoming parent teacher interviews. 
 
External Health Services  Due to departmental advise, the school recently decided to cease the visitation of external health 
services due to legal and insurance requirements and the limited amount of work space available to the school for such visits. 
Responding to the parental feedback in regard to these important visits, and with some diligent work from the school’s office 
staff, we have been able to put some arrangements in place to allow a limited service to continue. 
 
Provision has been made for a space to be available for 1 day a week and external health providers, on behalf of the parents, 
will need to enter into legal agreements with the school (Education Department).  Please note that this is not available for 
private tutoring services. For further information in regard to this matter, please contact the school office.  
 
 Bike Ed  Beginning next week, the school will be introducing the Bike Ed program into the year 5 curriculum.  Bike Ed  
inspires children to develop their bicycle riding skills and their physical capability. Other benefits include enhanced health, 
fitness and wellbeing, confidence and independence and learning and social development. 
Bike Ed aims to enable students to: 

• gain knowledge and understanding of the road traffic environment and the road rules 

• develop the physical and cognitive skills to manage the road traffic environment safely as a cyclist 

• develop responsible behaviours, attitudes and decision-making skills for the safe use of bicycles both on and off the 
road through participation in enjoyable learning experiences relevant to their ages and abilities. 

 
The program involves a mix of practical activities conducted off-road (in the school grounds) and on-road (on local roads) 
together with classroom activities. 
Mr. Hales will be conducting the program with the assistance of a number of staff and (if restrictions allow) and parent 
volunteers.  



Principal’s Report (continued) 

Our plan is to conduct the program on Friday mornings during term 3. Students will be required to bring along their own 
bikes on these days.  
 
For those students without a bike, we have been very fortunate to have 3 excellent bikes and helmets supplied to the school 
by the ‘Bike Now’ bike store in Kings Way South Melbourne. https://www.bikenow.com.au/  A huge thanks to Warren Cay 
and his team at Bike Now for their support with this program. 
 
This will be a trial program this year, but hopefully it will be become a annual activity in the yr. 5 curriculum. 
 
Prep Enrolments for 2022   If there are any siblings that turn 5 before 30th April 2022, and you would like to enrol them at 
Newport Lakes Primary School,  please contact the office to collect an enrolment form, alternatively, enrolment details and 
forms are available on the school website.  
 
It is very important for school planning purposes that we are aware of any siblings that may be enrolling in Preps next year.  
If you have not enrolled your 2022 prep child as yet, could you please do so as soon as possible. 

 
I look forward to seeing all children at both tomorrow’s online school assembly and at our return to face to face school next 
Wednesday.  
 
Until then, keep safe and remain with your positive mindset. 
 
 
David moss 
Principal 

https://www.bikenow.com.au/


 Respectful Relationship 

 

Issues of consent, sexual assault, and 

gender inequality have been prominent 

in the media and community 

conversations. These issues are 

critically important. Our school in 

partnership with parents, has an 

important role to play in addressing 

this significant social issue. We teach 

Respectful Relationships education as 

part of the Victorian Curriculum, which 

focuses on building students’ social and emotional skills by supporting them to recognise and regulate emotions, 

develop empathy for others and build and manage safe and respectful relationships (including understanding 

consent).  

 

Although the legal age of sexual consent is beyond primary-school aged children, we believe that a foundational 

understanding of consent at a young age may contribute to a stronger awareness of respecting the rights of 

others, when our students are older. Our intention is to be more proactive, rather than reactive. 

 

Consent is not only of a sexual nature. At Newport Lakes Primary School, we are working hard to introduce the 

concept of ‘consent’ with our students. We are using the word ‘permission’ to support students’ understanding 

of ‘permission’. Consent needs to be considered and respected and can be found in a myriad of ways at our school. 

From asking someone to give them a hug, to playing with someone else’s toy – it’s everywhere, and very 

relevant for young children. 

 

You may like to discuss ‘consent’ with your children at home, to reinforce this important concept. 

 

Some key points to focus on at a primary school level could include: 

 Consent is an agreement between two or more people about something that everyone is happy to 

do 

 Sometimes people change their mind about consent. For example, a child’s brother might have let 

his sister borrow his soccer ball on Friday, but on Friday night he wanted it back because he forgot 

that he had soccer practice. He is allowed to change his mind and change his ‘yes’ to a ‘no’. 

 Consent should be specific. For example, ‘Yes you can borrow my soccer ball for the school day on 

Friday, but I want it back at 4pm that same day.’ 

 Body language can help you to understand someone’s consent. If someone looks scared, worried, or 

uncomfortable, then they probably don’t want to give their consent. 

 If someone says, ‘maybe’, or ‘not right now’, or ‘maybe tomorrow’, these all count as ‘NO’.  

 If you ask for consent and the person doesn’t respond, or says nothing, then this is also not a ‘YES’ 

– it is therefore a ‘NO’. 

 

At home, you could try and weave in the word ‘consent’ into conversation, where appropriate. For example, ‘I 

am happy to give you consent to go on that playdate next weekend.’ 

 

Our Respectful Relationships leaders have created a comic-strip style poster about consent at our school, and 

different situations where consent is needed. They have visited all classrooms to share these posters, so that 

consent is visible around our school. They have also made a video that has been shared with all classes, and all 

classroom teachers will be playing the following video, ‘Consent for Kids’. (Access at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=h3nhM9UlJjc)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3nhM9UlJjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3nhM9UlJjc


Respectful Relationship (continued) 

 

The book, ‘Welcome to Consent’ by Yumi Stynes and Dr. Melissa Kang may also be a useful resource in your 

home. A lot of it is more appropriate for high-school aged students, but you may find some of the content 

useful in preparing discussions for a later date with your child(ren). 

 

As a parent or carer, if you or someone you know is impacted by sexual assault and needs support, please 

contact 1800 RESPECT on 1800 737 732 or visit www.1800RESPECT.org.au.  

 

http://www.1800RESPECT.org.au


SCHOOL TERMS 2021 
 

School Terms 2021School Terms 2021 

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April 

Term 2 19th  
 12th Jul to 17th  

 
 
 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015 
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

(03) 9391 8942 

School Terms 2021 

Term 3  12th Jul to 17th Sep 
Term 4 4th Oct to 17th Dec 

Term 3 – Wednesday 1st September 
Term 4 – Monday 1st November  

Public Holidays 2021 

 

Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day 


