Newsletter April, 29th 2021
We would like to
wish the
following
students a very
happy birthday
Annie, 3/4CM
Chloe, 5/6MM
Harley, 2HJ
Veer, 3/4JM
Lincoln, 5/6MM
Cash, Prep RS
Lola, 3/4CM
Zara, 5/6MW
Grace, 3/4RW
Mia, 1MW
Tallulah, 2HJ
HUGO, Prep DS
June, Prep HW
Raff, 3/4JM
Isla, 2DO
Weam, 5/6AM
Edie, Prep SS
Ali, 2AS
Daisy, Prep RS
Lexie, 5/6WH
Angus, Prep HW
Maya, 2AS
Thomas, 5/6AM
Isaiah, 5/6MW
Zara, 2DO
Hamish, 3/4JM
Ben, 5/6MM
Roonika, 2DO
Henry, 2DO
Eva, 3/4RW

Important dates to put in the diary
Friday 30th April
Tuesday 4th May
Thursday 6th May
Friday 7th May
Monday 10th May
Tuesday 11th May

Wednesday 12th May
Thursday 13thMay

PUPIL FREE DAY
Prep Information Session –6.30pm
Yr 3/4 Excursion to Melbourne Museum
Mothers’ Day Breakfast 7.45am—8.45am
School Council Meeting—6.30pm
NAPLAN Yrs 3 & 5
Yr 2 Maths Incursion
2022 Prep Tour
NAPLAN Yrs 3 & 5
NAPLAN Yrs 3 & 5

Student Awards
Zarley, 1MW

Patrick, 2HJ

Georgia, 2DO

Caitlin, 3/4TC

Chloe, 2AS

Ari, 2TN

Eve, 2TN

Lorayne, 5/6MW

Sarsha, 3/4JM

Thomas, 3/4AD

Ava, 3/4TH

Chloe, 5/6MM

Matei, 3/4RW

Zoe, 3/4TC

Gabe, 3/4CM

Bella, 5/6EM

Ella, 5/6AM

Stella, 5/6WH

Giselle, 1AO

Saada, 1EW

Indie, 1LR

Ollie, 1MW

Bernard, 2HJ

Mariam, 2DO

Monty, 2AS

Sophie, 2TN

George, 3/4JM

Max, 3/4AD

Oliver, 3/4TH

Felix, 3/4TH

Lee, 3/4RW

Elise, 3/4TC

Ramix, 3/4CM

Ceana, 5/6MW

Cruz, 5/6MM

Zara, 5/6EM

School Terms 2021

Pupil Free Days 2021

Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term 2—Friday 30th April

19th Apr to 25th Jun
12th Jul to 17th Sep
4th Oct to 17th Dec

Public Holidays 2021

Contact
Elizabeth Street

Term 3—Wednesday 1st Sept

June 14 Queens Birthday

Newport 3015 Victoria

Term 4—1st November

Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day

Phone: (03) 9391 8942
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

Dear Parents
Welcome back to Term Two. For the first time in almost a year, I am beginning to believe that we are returning to some form
of ‘community feel’ that we have missed so much around our school. The ANZAC Ceremony, 2022 prep tours, the ‘Man Box’
parent information evening and the Athletic Sports have all been opportunities to have our parents back into our school – your
faces and presence has been missed!
We still have a long journey before we ever return to pre-Covid times but it has been a very rewarding week to see a return to
once was a Newport Lakes Primary School ‘normal’.
ANZAC Ceremony
The school conducted its own ANZAC ceremony last Friday with the School Captains reading poems and the Ode, James in Yr.6
playing the Last Post and the Rouse on his trumpet and the school band and school choir performing the National Anthem. All
the children, staff and a number of parents attended the ceremony. We were able to discuss what the ANZAC Ceremony is all
about, why it is so important to the Australian culture and to explain the different parts and significance of the ceremony such
as The Ode, the Last Post, Rouse and the minute silence.
The school wreath was then laid at the Newport Cenotaph at the ceremony conducted on ANZAC Day by 3 of our senior
students, Alyssa, Tilly and Gemma. The girls also spread some ANZAC poppy seeds at the cenotaph gardens which should be in
flower for the Remembrance Day ceremony in November.

The student leaders also sold ANZAC badges, bag tags and wristbands to students, staff and parents during the week leading up
to the ceremony. An amazing amount of $1,500 was raised for our local Newport RSL ANZAC Appeal through the sale of these
items.

Principal’s Report (continued)
Athletic Sports
The school conducted two very successful sports carnivals this week for both the Junior and Senior school students. The
weather was quite majestic and an amazing and enjoyable day was had by all. Both events were very well organised and
thoroughly enjoyed by the students, staff and parents that attended the events.
The junior tabloid sports was conducted onsite on our new artificial sports fields. The range of activities conducted offered
a variety of engaging events, which were fun and challenging for the children. Completing the day with a fruit juice icy-pole
and their own NLPS sports ribbon made it a special day for all children.
The Newport Athletics Park was the venue for senior athletics sports day. All the students in Yrs 3-6 rotated around a series
of athletic events competing for their personal best in each activity. From these results, students will be selected to
represent Newport Lakes in the District Athletic Interschool Sports to be conducted in Term Three.
A big thank you to all the parents that assisted on the day in making the carnivals so successful – we really could not
conduct the day without your support.
It was also wonderful to have the Yr. 9 ‘Advanced Leaders’ students from Bayside Secondary College (Williamstown
Campus) to assist with the conducting of all the events at both venues. These students were of invaluable assistance and
excellent role models and outstanding ambassadors for their school.
Parent Information Session The Man Box
Last Tuesday evening, the first of a series of parent information sessions arranged by the school in collaboration with the
Parents Club was conducted for 2021.
Entitled ‘The Man Box’ and presented by ‘The Men’s Project’ the goal of the session was to promote positive cultural and
attitudinal change surrounding masculinities and gender equality through community engagement. A big thank you to all
the parents that were able to make it along to the presentation and support this evening. We hope that you not only were
able to gain some important information from the session and it also provided the stimulus for some valuable follow up
discussion between parents and children at home.
The next Parents Club information session is on the topic of Cyber safety and is planned for the evening of Tuesday 3rd
August. This should again be an interesting and informative session and will correlate with what the children will be
learning in the classrooms. More information on this Cyber safety Information Evening will be made available later this
term but it may be worth placing the date in your diary.
NAPLAN
The Yr. 3 & 5 students will participate in the NAPLAN assessments on May 12, 13 & 14. The teachers coordinate the tests
and the lead-up work in a very low-key manner and hopefully there is little anxiety displayed or expressed by the children.
Results are expected to be provided to parents in mid-term three.
A parent information brochure and letter about NAPLAN was sent home with all Yr.3 & 5 children.
Traffic Management – Parking
Parents may have noted an increased presence of the Hobsons Bay City Council Traffic Officers around the school in the
mornings and afternoon. Strict parking regulations are placed around schools to ensure the safety of the children and
parents and to improve the traffic management of all vehicles.
The rules are in place for the benefit of us all and not just the few who believe the rules do not apply to them or for some
reason they are entitled a special exemption. Ignorance of the rules is no excuse and large fines will be given to drivers who
break the traffic and parking rules around schools.
The school council fully supports the increased presence of the traffic management officers around the school as it
improves the safety of our children, staff and parents.
The school also strongly encourages parents to consider alternate forms of getting to and from school such as riding a bike,
scooter or walking. Apart from improving the traffic management around the school, you will also be improving the physical
health and mental wellbeing of yourself and your child/ren.
The physical exercise from the journey, the supervised teaching and learning of road rules and the social interaction of
parents with children are amazing benefits that can be achieved simply by walking or riding to school. If you live locally,
which most families do, and travel by car to and from school, then please consider this recommendation.
We begin a new month next week so why not challenge you and your family to ride or walk at least 2-3 days per week for
the month of May. When successful with this challenge you can assess the benefits for the entire family and then maybe
increase the amount and make this your ‘norm’ of travelling to and from the school. Certainly worth a family discussion!

Principal’s Report (continued)
Newport Lakes PS 2020
Annual Report to the Community The 2020 Annual Report to the Community will be presented at the next school council
meeting, to be conducted on the evening of Monday 10 th May. The Annual Report provides a means for the school council to
inform the community of what has been achieved and how the school is performing. It is also an opportunity to reflect on
the school’s achievements during the past year and use this as a basis for future planning.
Parents and members of the school community are most welcome to attend this school council meeting for the public
presentation of the 2020 Annual Report. The meeting will begin at 6.30pm and will be conducted in the staff room. Once
presented and ratified by School Council the Annual report will be made available on the school website.
School Ground Supervision
Parents are reminded that playground supervision (teacher on duty) is provided before school from 8.45am and after school
until 3.45pm. Students should not be in the school grounds before or after these times unless supervised by their parents or
an adult. Students should aim to be at school between 8.45 and 8.55am. This allows them to see their friends, chat or play a
short game before school begins at 9.00am.
Students playing in the school ground or on playground equipment after school MUST be supervised by their parents or
guardians.
The school gate on the Basketball Court will be locked at 3.45pm and the school bell will sound to signify that the teacher on
duty has completed their yard supervision. Any children and parents remaining in the yard after this time will need to exit via
the school gate near the office.
Ramadan and Eid
Many of our students and families have been participating in Ramadan during this month. This year Ramadan began during
the holidays on April 12th and will continue until the evening of Wednesday 12th May. The ending of Ramadan is commonly
known as Eid or Eid ul-Fitr which directly translated means ‘the festival of breaking the fast’. This festival is a very important
time for Muslims and allows for families, loved ones and communities to come together and celebrate.
A number of senior students will be giving a short presentation on Ramadan and Eid at next week’s assembly to share with
the whole school their knowledge of Ramadan and what it means to them.
Ramadan Mubarak
State Swimming Championships
Congratulations to four of our Yr. 3/ 4 students that competed this week in the state school swimming championships
conducted at MSAC earlier this week. Lara, Jasmine, Chloe and Emily were the South Western Metropolitan State Schools
representatives in the 9-10 YO girls 4 x 50m freestyle relay.
The students gained a very commendable 5th place and were thrilled to participate in such high level competition. On behalf
of the entire NPLS school community, I congratulate the girls on their wonderful achievement.

Principal’s Report (continued)
Mothers’ Day
With Mothers’ Day rapidly approaching, we look forward to a further step towards NLPS normality with the return of our
traditional Mother’s Day Breakfast to be conducted on the morning of Friday 7th May. This day is always one of the
community highlights of the school calendar and we look forward to our children celebrate this day with their families.
Families have been informed of the Mothers’ Day Breakfast via Compass and details of the event are also available in the
newsletter. We look forward to seeing you all next Friday morning for a wonderful school community event.
Hoping you all have a good week.

David Moss
Principal

‘

Clean Up Day

Clean Up Day (continued)

Last term Newport Lakes Primary School participated in ‘Schools’ Clean Up Day’.
This was an eye-opening experience for all of us to see how much rubbish gets caught in amongst the
bushes and plants, gets caught under the play equipment and left on our streets and parks that
surround our school.
We found bags and bags of rubbish! It also was a good reminder that we should really try our best to
reduce the amount of rubbish we have in our lunch boxes.
Thank you to all the children for getting involved and for the JSC for leading the day.

Yr 3/4 Camp—Lake Dewar
Prin3/4 Lake Dewar Camp by 3/4JM students
First day back of Term 2 and we were off to school camp. A few of us were quite nervous as we arrived at school as we didn’t
know what to expect at our first school camp. The bus trip was not too long, Myrniong is only 1 hour away. When we arrived,
we had a briefing from one of the instructors before heading to our cabins to set up and make our beds. Then we began one
of our nine activities which were:
Flying Fox - Geocaching - Adventure Tunnelling - Kayaking - Amazing Race -Capture the flag
- Kick bikes - Archery

- Survival Challenge

3/4JM’s favourite activity was the flying fox. It was 250m long, 18m off the ground and went over a gorge. It was a little scary
but we were wearing helmets and harnesses.
The food was top quality, the hamburgers, the chicken dinner and pasta were all delicious. In the survivor challenge we even
made our own damper and cooked it on the fire.
We wish camp went for the full week and look forward to going again next year.
Quotes by 3/4 students:
‘All the activities were fun.’
‘The cabins were awesome.’
‘The lake was clean and clear.’
‘We saw frogs and kangaroos.’

Yr 3/4 Camp—Lake Dewar

eport

(continued)

Premiers Reading Challenge

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and NLPS is excited to be participating.
The PRC application offers a range of exciting features including:
 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
 a modern user-friendly interface
 rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a
book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 17 September 2021.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the
Victorian Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
The NLPS co-ordinator for the Reading Challenge is Carol Martins. If you have any queries about the challenge,
please contact Carol, or your child’s classroom teacher.

Wool Club

Wool Club is back!!!
Wool club is back and happening in term 2 2021! Heidi
and Tammi will be running this in 2HJ (Heidi’s room) on
Fridays at lunchtime straight after eating time.
Finger knitting, pom poms and wool stars, make
whatever you like!
If you have any wool at home that you are not using we
would love to use it! There will be a tub in the office for
any donations. Thank you in advance.

Children from all year levels are welcome!

Staff News
Congratulations to Amy O’Dowd and Al on their recent wedding. The weather was
perfect and the bride looked beautiful. We wish Amy and Al all the very best for their
future life together.

Congratulations also to Mitchell Webster and Zac on their recent engagement.
Mitchell surprised Zac with a proposal and he said “Yes’. We wish them all the best for
planning their future wedding.

PARENTS CLUB
I
Term two is moving along nicely and Parents Club are enjoying back into the swing of things.
This term we have a few fun events planned including Mothers Day breakfast, The Man Box
presentation and our second hand uniform sale.

We were very lucky to welcome Paul Zappa from
The Man Box to NLPS on Tuesday. Paul spent time
talking to our year 5 / 6 students, then presented
to teachers and staff and then headed over to
present to parents. We thought it was a very
informative night, with some important
conversation starters we can be having with our
children as they navigate through life. Thanks to
Paul for coming out and all the parents who braved
the cold and joined us.

Mothers’ Day breakfast will be held FRIDAY 7th of May. Headed up by Andrew Cronin and our other wonderful Dads,
who are heading to the school early to cook up delicious bacon and egg rolls for all! The event runs from 7:45am 8:45am. Come along with your children, enjoy a roll, listen to some of our wonderful school musical groups, and enjoy a
coffee (bring coins along for coffee!) You can purchase a “ticket” through Qkr! Or pay card/EFT at the office...BEFORE
May 5th please.

We are having a second hand uniform back on site this term! The sale will be held on Friday May 28th at 3:30pm. If you have
any uniform donations, please drop them off to the office, washed and ready to go. We are also having a bake sale that
afternoon, with more info to come re that, please keep an eye on your emails from class reps & on socials.

PARENTS CLUB
I

Community News/Events
Hobsons Bay 3 and 4-year-old Kindergarten Registrations – Now Open!
Have you registered your child for funded 3 or 4-year-old sessional kindergarten for 2022?
Evidence shows that two years are better than one when it comes to early learning. The benefits
last into the school years and beyond.
Taking part in a quality kindergarten program at an earlier age leads to positive effects on child development. It has even
greater benefits for children who need extra support.
A minimum of 5 hours of funded 3-year-old kindergarten will be available for Hobsons Bay families in 2022 and up to 15 hours
of funded 4-year-old kindergarten.
You can register your child from the age of 1 for 3-year-old kindergarten and from the age of 2 for 4-year-old
kindergarten. Free to low cost for Health Care Card holders.
Online registration available at https://kinders.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au. First round offers to commence start of June 2021 for 3year-old kindergarten and early August for 4-year-old kindergarten.
Further information available from the Kindergarten Central Registration team at 1300 179 944.

Community News/Events

SCHOOL TERMS 2021
School Terms 2021School Terms 2021

School Terms 2021

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April

Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term 2 19th
12th Jul to 17th

19th Apr to 25th Jun
12th Jul to 17th Sep
4th Oct to 17th Dec

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021
Term 2 – Friday 30th April
Term 3 – Wednesday 1st September
Term 4 – Monday 1st November

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021
Public Holidays 2021
June 14 Queens Birthday
Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au
(03) 9391 8942

