Newsletter April, 1st 2021
We would like to
wish the
following
students a very
happy birthday
Gemma, 3/4AD
Sarsha, 3/4JM
Eden, 5/6AM
Chloe, 5/6Wh
Thea, Prep SS
Jon, 1AO
Leo, 1EW
Ethan, 5/6MW
Lily, 2TN
AJ, Prep DS
Lachy, 3/4TC
Gabriella, Prep SS
Emma, 1LR
Lucas, 5/6EM
Salih, 5/6MW
Sebastian, 1EW
Bella, 5/6EM
Anisia, 1EW
Milla, 1LR
Ethan, 2HJ
Phillipa, 1AO
Emmeline, Prep RS
Helena, 3/4RW
Charlotte,5/6MW
Harvey, Prep DS
Thomas Prep RS
Hazel, 1OA
Felix,3/4TH
Mona, 5/6MM

Important dates to put in the diary
Thursday 1st April

Last day of term 2.30pm dismissal

Monday 19th April Wednesday 21st April

Yr 3/4 Camp

Tuesday 20th April
Monday 26th April

Prep Incursion—Market Fresh
Yr 2 Excursion to Art Vo

Student Awards
Krisha, 1EW

Emma, 1LR

Alicia, 1MW

Lochlan, 5/6EM

Evie, 2HJ

Liam, 2AS

Luke, 3/4JM

Lucy, 1AO

Kate,3/4AD

Maddy, 3/4TH

Gabe, 3/4RW

Fatima, 1EW

Olive, 3/4TC

Amelia, 3/4CM

Matylda, 5/6MM

Indy, 1LR

Aisha, 1MW

Nina, 2HJ

Roonika, 2DO

Asha, 2AS

Maya, 2AS

Adam, 3/4JM

Ahmed, 3/4AD

Fletcher, 3/4TH

Colette, 3/4RW

Will, 3/4TC

Lola, 3/4CM

Amelie,3/4CM

Willow, 5/6MW

Illeana, 5/6MM

Marlee, 5/6AM

Seb, 5/6AM

School Terms 2021

Pupil Free Days 2021

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term 2—TBC

27th Jan to 1st April
19th Apr to 25th Jun
12th Jul to 17th Sep
4th Oct to 17th Dec

Public Holidays 2021

Contact
Elizabeth Street

Term 3—TBC

June 14 Queens Birthday

Newport 3015 Victoria

1st November

Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day

Phone: (03) 9391 8942
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

Dear Parents,
Easter Hat Parade
We hope all the children and parents enjoyed our traditional and much loved Easter hat parade conducted this morning on the
soccer pitch. It was just so delightful to get that feeling of returning to a ’normal’ school life.
Thank-you to all the parents that helped their children make their hats, bonnets and costumes and to one of our new teachers,
Mitchell, for providing the topical commentary for the parade. The morning was all a bit of fun that was enjoyed by all the
students and staff and a nice friendly way to complete another very busy term.
School Camp
Place together 120 wonderful and enthusiastic children, 14 very hard working teachers and education support staff. a trained
medic, a fantastic country farm environment and a program of fun and awesome activities including horse riding, orienteering,
paddle boats, commando course etc, and you have the Yr. 5/6 school camp to the Billabong Ranch at Echuca. We all returned
yesterday afternoon very tired and exhausted but we had a fantastic time and a great camp.
Many thanks to Mat for coordinating and leading the camp and to all the staff that worked tirelessly all day and all night to
ensure your children were safe, cared for and had an unforgettable camp.
At Newport Lakes we have a comprehensive camping program in the upper school. In Yrs. 3/ 4 we begin with camps to the
Lake Dewar Adventure Camp in Myrniong and then every alternate year to the Lady Northcote Camp in Bacchus Marsh.
In Yr. 5/6 the children have the opportunity of attending the Billabong Ranch Horse riding camp and the Phillip Island Beach
Surf camp over the 2 year period.
If you need any further information on the school’s camp program please discuss with your class teacher or myself.
External Support Services
We have recently received formal clarification from departmental staff that schools should not be allowing external support
services that have been hired privately by parents, such as tutors, OTs and speech therapists, to come in and perform these
services onsite. Our service to the community is educational, implementing the Victorian Curriculum, and we are not a place
for allied health professionals to perform their business. Licensing/insurance, costs and space considerations have all played a
part in this decision.
Of course, you may still elect to pick up your child and take them to these services at another location during school hours.
We hope parents understand and support the school’s position.
School Council
This year’s school council had its first meeting last week. All members look forward to a very productive year to continuously
improve and make the best school possible for our children and community.
Office Bearers for 2021 are as follows;
School Council President – Meredith Kelly
VP/ Treasurer – Steph Viljoen
Secretary – Jo Sutton
Parent Representative: Michael Annear, Veronica Barbetta, Lisa Faulks, Martin Foster, Murray Hall
Parents Club Representative: Lisa O’Brien
Teacher Representative: David Moss (Principal) Michael Morrell, Ben Ricci
School Council also has four sub-committees that will work continuously and diligently in their focused area of improvement.
These committees are: Finance, Facilities & Management (FAMS), Education and Community & Fund Raising. Parents are
invited to be part of any these sub-committees and assist in making your school a better place for all our children.
Please feel welcome to contact any of the school council members to further discuss how you can assist or alternatively leave
your details and area of interest at the school office and a member of the school council will be in contact.

Principal’s Report (continued)
Parent Information Videos
We would have loved to welcome you into our school for Information Sessions this year, but with COVID restrictions this
just wasn’t possible. Your children’s teachers have instead produced a series of videos to give you an insight into what to
expect at each year level.
You can view the videos by following the link below, and entering the password INSIDE2021
https://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au/inside-the-classroom/
Password: INSIDE2021
We encourage parents to contact their child’s teacher if they have any further questions about the happenings within the
classroom, and wish you happy viewing.
Pupil Free Days 2021
The pupil free days for the remaining of the 2021 school year were approved at last week’s school council. The details of
the days are as follows.
Term 2 – Friday 30th April
Term 3 – Wednesday 1st September
Term 4 – Monday 1st November
Childcare will be available for the term 2 (Friday 30th April) & term 3 (Wednesday 1st September) dates but it is unlikely
there would be sufficient numbers requiring childcare for the term 4 date
(Monday 1 st November – day prior to
Melbourne Cup holiday)
Farewell
At the conclusion of term 1 we farewell a member of our wonderful education support team, Sophie Montgomery. Sophie
has been with us for the last 2 years and has worked closely with many of children to assist their everyday learning in their
classrooms. She has also been a valuable member of our excellent GRIN (Getting Ready for Numeracy) staff assisting our
children’s understanding and building confidence with their maths.
Sophie will be beginning her studies in Occupational Therapy and possibly one day we may even see her back at our school
helping our children in a different professional capacity.
We wish the very best to Sophie and thank her greatly for all the contributions she has made to the many children she
assisted at Newport Lakes during her time with us.
We are currently in the process of employing replacement staff to ensure our quality programs of student support and
intervention are maintained.
We will also be farewelling Janet for the remainder of 2021 as she enjoys some personal leave to travel around Australia
over the next 9 months. We wish her all the very best on her travels and look forward to hearing the many tales of her
journey when she returns in 2022.
Carly Bannon will be undertaking the role of Assistant Principal in Janet’s absence.
End of Term Early Dismissal
The end of term 1 will be today, Thursday 1st April. As it is the last day of term, students will be dismissed at the earlier
time of 2.30pm. Term 2 begins on Monday 19th April 2021.
We are very quickly coming to the end of another wonderful term at Newport Lakes Primary School. All of the children and
staff will be looking forward to a well-earned holiday to have a bit of a rest before we begin another activity packed term. I
hope your family also gets the opportunity of having some quality time together and enjoy a fabulous and safe break.
Hoping you have a wonderful week.

David Moss
Principal

Respectful Relations Team
‘The Man Box’ – Parents Information Session

Tuesday April 27 2021 6 -7.00pm

The Respectful Relations Team, working in co-operation with the school’s NLPS Parent Club has a terrific
opportunity coming up of presenting a very valuable and informative parent’s information Session.
In term two on Tuesday 27th April, the team at ‘The Men’s Project’ are coming to work with Newport
Lakes Primary School 5/6 students, with our staff, and with our parent community. Members of the
school’s student wellbeing team attended professional learning run by The Men’s Project in 2020 and
thought that their valuable research and positive messages about healthier masculinities would
complement our Respectful Relationships work.
Man Box Fact Sheet :The Men’s Project was established in 2017 to develop new ways of engaging with
boys and men to reduce violence and other harmful behaviours and support them to be their best selves.
One of our goals is to promote positive cultural and attitudinal change surrounding masculinities and
gender equality through community engagement, advocacy and effective alliances. We also work to
develop new evidence-informed prevention and early intervention approaches that build capacity to
address the underlying drivers of violence and other harmful behaviours. Our work is based on extensive
experience working with boys and men, a holistic approach and strong partnerships. We strive to
complement the work of other organisations by engaging boys and men to understand their attitudes
including through our Man Box research.
Information about the ‘men’s project / man’s box can be viewed here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdRrjCOqzZY
The Man Box session will be conducted on Tuesday 27th April between 6 -7.00pm in the school’s MultiPurpose Room. Even though The Men’s Project will be working with only 5/6 students, we believe the
information presented in the parents’ session would be useful for all families.
Due to COVID restrictions there will be limited numbers permitted and all visitors will need to preregister and QR Code upon entry to the event. The session is for parents only and children are not
required to attend.
There will be a cost of $5.50 (inc booking fee) per person to attend the presentation to assist in
subsidising the cost of this parent information session.
To register for the ‘Man Box’ Parent Information session, please click here for the link.

Buddy Reading

Principal’s Report (continued)

SPORTS NEWS

Western Region Swimming Finals
On Tuesday, 30th March, eight of our students headed to Geelong to compete in the Western Region Swimming Carnival.
It was the first time we have had so many representatives qualify for this event and we are delighted to report that some
returned to school with medals.
Congratulations to our 9/10 year old girls 4 x 50m freestyle relay team (Chloe Z, Emily Z, Jasmine N and Lara F) for winning
their relay and qualifying for the State Finals later in the year. A huge achievement.
Well done also to Raff S for winning a bronze medal in the 9/10 boys butterfly, Lucas A for winning a bronze medal in the 11
boys butterfly and to Lucas N for winning a silver medal in the 12 boys backstroke.
A special mention also to Patrick Z for qualifying for the Regional finals in breaststroke.
District Volleyball Final
Last Friday, our boys/mixed volleyball team headed to Williamstown North PS to play off in the District Volleyball Final
against the host school. Our team played a good game, getting better as the match wore on but unfortunately lost two sets
to none to finish runner-up in the district.
Congratulations to all members of the team for qualifying for the final and to Erin for being a great coach.
Cross Country Trials
Last week, the District cross country date was moved from mid May to April 27 th (week two of Term Two) due to a clash with
NAPLAN. With the Grade 5/6s away at camp this week and the 3/4s away in the first three days of next term, we are on a
tight timeline to get our team organised.
Cross country trials are for students in Grades 3-6 and will be held on the Thursday and/or Friday of the first week back next
term. Cross country running is a long–distance running race where students who will be 9 or 10 years old at the end of the
year racing over 2km and students who will be 11 or 12 years old racing over 3km.
The trials are optional but if students are interested, we encourage them to getting running over the holidays in preparation
for the trials and ultimately the event should they qualify.
School Athletics Carnival
The school’s athletics carnival is also fast approaching. After missing out last year, we are super excited and looking forward
to Wednesday, 28th April which is when the carnival will take place at the Newport Athletics track for all students in Grades 3
-6.
The carnival is a house team event so we encourage all students to dress up in their house team colours on the day. It also
provides students with the opportunity to qualify for the school’s athletics team and compete against other students from
our district in Term Three.
More details surrounding the athletics carnival will be shared via Compass early next term.

Wool Club

Wool Club is back!!!
Wool club is back and happening in term 2 2021! Heidi
and Tammi will be running this in 2HJ (Heidi’s room) on
Fridays at lunchtime straight after eating time.
Finger knitting, pom poms and wool stars, make
whatever you like!
If you have any wool at home that you are not using we
would love to use it! There will be a tub in the office for
any donations. Thank you in advance.

Children from all year levels are welcome!

PARENTS CLUB
I

Icy Pole Friday is now complete for Term 1. Amazing work by the NLPS Leaders who have been assisting Kate and her
fabulous group of volunteers. Over the 4 Day’s we sold over 1800 Icy Pole’s! Just under 500 per session. Icy Pole day will be
back in Term 4.

Pre Loved Uniform Sale
We will be running an onsite Pre Loved Uniform Sale in Term 2. Please pop any
donations into the Office prior to 23rd April. Date of next sale will be Friday 30th
April - Week 3 of Term 2. Maria Udovicic will be leading the Pre Loved Uniform’s
for the rest of the school year.
Thanks to Lisa O’Brien Hynes and her merry bunch of washing helpers for the past
3 years.

2021 Annual General Meeting

A sincere thanks to our outgoing members of the 2020 Executive Team – without an Executive Team
working behind the scenes all of the community events are unable to occur.
Prue Handbury - Secretary (tree change)
Maria Udovicic - Treasurer
Continuing Exec:
Lisa O'Brien Hynes - President
Erin Stubbs - Vice President
Incoming Exec:
Joanne Cheng and Anna Klova - Co - Treasurer and Co – Secretary
Welcome also to new members – Andrew Cronin and Rachel Wilson
STAY TUNED Upcoming Events –
The Man Box’ – Parents Information Session Tuesday April 27 6 – 7pm
Please refer to information within newsletter and compass about this interactive PARENTS / CARERS only event.
Registration is via this link ’The Man Box Booking’

Mother’s Day Breakfast - Save the Date Friday 7th May
As always please reach out to get involved our find out
more - nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com
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Community News/Events

SCHOOL TERMS 2021
School Terms 2021School Terms 2021

School Terms 2021

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term 2 19th
12th Jul to 17th

27th Jan to 1st April
19th Apr to 25th Jun
12th Jul to 17th Sep
4th Oct to 17th Dec

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021
Term 2 – Friday 30th April
Term 3 – Wednesday 1st September
Term 4 – Monday 1st November

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021
Public Holidays 2021
June 14 Queens Birthday
Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au
(03) 9391 8942

