Newsletter March 4th, 2021
We would like to
wish the
following
students a very
happy birthday
Henri, Prep HW
Sitara, 5/6WH
Oliver, 1EW
Stanley, Prep RS
Finley, 1LR
Emily, 1MW
Clara, 2TN
Tom, 3/4CM
Bonnie, 5/6EM
Jack, Prep SS
Kylah, 5/6MM
Oliver, 1MW
Edwin, 3/4TH
Isla, 3/4TH
Ghazal, Prep RS
Elodie,3/4TH
Olivia 5/6MM
Illeana, 5/6MM
Oscar, 2HJ
Lara, 3/4JM
Charlotte,1MW
Henry, 3/4Th
Henry, 5/6AM
Calen, 5/6AM
Lucas, 5/6WH
Amelia, 2TN
Layla, 3/4RW

Important dates to put in the diary
Friday 5th March

Proposed Pupil Free day CANCELLED
Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport v Williamstown Gold (Away)
Public Holiday—No School
School Photos
Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport v Williamstown Nth Green (Away)
Icy Pole Day
Preps & New families picnic 5.30pm—7.00pm

Monday 8th March
Tuesday 9th March
Friday 12th March
Thursday 18th March

Student Awards
Anisia, 1EW

Xavier, 1MW

Nada, 3/4AD

Jack, 3/4TH

Amelie, 3/4CM

Belle, 5/6MW

Ashton, 5/6EM

Maddie, 1AO

Leo, 1EW

Rayan, 1LR

Oliver, 1MW

John, 2HJ

Harley, 2HJ

Oscar, 2AS

Flynn, 2TN

Emily, 3/4JM

Reema, 3/4AD

Henry 3/4TH

Thomas,3/4RW

Naseeb, 3/4TC

Peri, 3/4CM

Harvey, 5/6MW

Annie, 5/6MM

Annabel, 5/6EM

Eliza, 5/6AM

Jack, 5/6WH

School Terms 2021

Pupil Free Days 2021

Public Holidays 2021

Contact

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term 2—TBC

March 8 Labour Day

Elizabeth Street

Term 3—TBC

June 14 Queens Birthday

Newport 3015 Victoria

1st November

Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day

Phone: (03) 9391 8942

27th Jan to 1st April
19th Apr to 25th Jun
12th Jul to 17th Sep
4th Oct to 17th Dec

Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

Dear Parents and Carers,
We once again had excellent attendance of parents and carers at our ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions conducted yesterday at the
school. Research tells us that family engagement in schools improves student achievement, reduces absenteeism, and restores
parents' confidence in their children's education. Students with involved parents or other caregivers achieve better, gain
greater enjoyment, have better social skills, and show improved behaviour. We are all very proud of the high parental
involvement that occurs at Newport Lakes PS and firmly believe that it makes our school a special place for all our children and
families.
If you were unable to attend your child’ s ‘Meet the Teacher’ session this week, please contact the school and arrangements
can be made for an alternate mutually suitable session.
Unfortunately we were not able to conduct our usual Parent information Sessions this year due to COVID restrictions on the
number of visitors inside schools. As an alternative, each year level has produced a number of videos to take you through your
child’s 2021 school year.
These videos will be available online from March 15th and we invite you to take the opportunity of viewing these videos at your
own leisure.
Details on how you can locate the parent information videos will be sent to all parents next week via Compass. Teachers have
spent considerable time and effort on these videos and we would really appreciate parental feedback on these online sessions.
Lockdowns and Remote Learning
Thank you for your understanding and messages of support during our snap ‘circuit breaker’ lock down which occurred
recently. I would like to acknowledge the support of our parent/ carer community during this time.
Schools have been informed that there may be more of these short term ‘circuit breaker’ lockdowns throughout the remainder
of 2021. Although they would not be welcomed nor appreciated, they may be a reality and as such we will need to be prepared
for transition to a remote learning environment with very little notice. If schools are directed to revert to a remote learning
environment, parents will be notified as soon as practically possible via Compass and classroom teachers will aim to have a
remote learning program available to their students the following day.
‘Fingers crossed’ that lockdowns and remote learning are something that we can look back on as a memory but if required,
then I have the confidence in the resilience and responsibility of our students, staff and school community that we will be able
to progress with our learning regardless of what obstruction or difficulty we may encounter.
Amazing Classrooms and Setting Routines for Success
The first few weeks have seen our teachers developing a culture of high expectations and routines for success. Our students
have been introduced to, are consolidating and further refining their understandings of the role of the teacher and the role of
the student throughout the instructional model of all curriculum areas.
Included below are just a snapshot of the amazing classroom environments.

Classroom Agreements & Promises

Principal’s Report (continued)

Classroom Agreements & Promises (Continued)

Principal’s Report (continued)
Literacy

Principal’s Report (continued)
Literacy (Continued)

Principal’s Report (continued)
Inquiry – BQT ( Big Question Time)

Principal’s Report (continued)
Numeracy

Principal’s Report (continued)
School Ground Supervision Parents are reminded that playground supervision (teacher on duty) is provided from 8.45 am
before school and after school until 3.45 pm.
Students should aim to be at school between 8.45 and 8.55am. This allows them to see their friends, chat or play a short
game before school begins at 9.00am.
Students playing in the school ground or on the playground equipment after school MUST be supervised by their parents or
guardians.
The school gates near the playgrounds will be closed at 3.45pm and a short school bell will be sounded to signify that the
teacher will no longer be supervising the school yard.
Students remaining at school after 3.45pm should go to the school office where parents will be notified to pick up their child
or they will go to after school care to be supervised.
Parents will need to pick up their child/ren from Out of School Hours Care where a fee will be charged.
School Council Elections
Nominations for the 4 parent members of Newport Lakes PS School Council closed last week. The number of nominations
matched the number of vacancies in each category, so it was not necessary to conduct a ballot.
I am pleased to announce that the following people have been elected to school council for the 2021-2023 period:
Parent members: Michael Annear, Martin Foster, Murray Hall, Steph Viljoen
Teacher member: Ben Ricci
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our outgoing school councillors Alphan Culha, Jane Ferguson and Sarah Yallop
on behalf of the Newport Lakes PS community for their time and valuable input into the school over many years.
All three of the retiring councillors have been outstanding members of the school council and have all undertaken significant
leading roles throughout the years.
Jane has been a wonderful council secretary and has diligently managed all the council’s minutes and other administration
tasks. Alphan has performed an excellent role as Treasurer and has carefully scrutinised the school’s monthly financial
records and budgets.
Sarah has been an outstanding member of school council and has also undertaken the important role of President for the last
3 years. I would also like to personally thank Sarah not only for the outstanding work she has undertaken on school council
but also for the support she has given to myself as principal of the school.
A robust and supportive school council is the foundation of a strong community school and is a leading factor in why our
school continues to excel.
The school council has a number of sub committees including Facilities & Management (FAMS), Education, Finance and
Community & Fundraising. If any parent has an interest or skills they could contribute to support the school, they are most
welcome to be part of these school council sub committees without the commitment of being an elected member of school
council. Please contact the school office for further information or details.

Principal’s Report (continued)

School Entry
Our final element of the new sensory garden was completed last week with the installaion of 2 LED spot lights for our
beautiful gum at the entrance of the school.
Not only will the lights provide safety and security lighting for the front of the school but they also highlight the beauty of this
magnificent tree.

I hope you all have a good week

David Moss
Principal

SPORTS NEWS
District Swimming Carnival
On Thursday, 25th February, twenty-three of our students in Grades 3-6 went to the Werribee Outdoor Olympic
pool to represent our school and participate in the Williamstown District Carnival.
Our students performed remarkably well to finish in 3rd place overall. Final standings were:
1st – Williamstown North PS - 496 points
2nd – Williamstown PS – 492 points
3rd – NEWPORT LAKES PS – 414 points
4th – Newport Gardens PS – 372 points
5th – St. Mary’s Williamstown – 300 points
6th – Altona PS – 246 points
Well done to all of the students who qualified to represent the school at the carnival. Many won events and
ribbons and have therefore qualified for the Division Swimming Carnival which is due to take place at the same
venue on March 11th.
We wish Raff S, Emily Z, Lucas A, Chloe Z, Patrick Z, Lara F and Lucas N all the best in their individual events at the
next level of competition, as well as our 9/10 girls in the 4x50m freestyle relay. Relay team consists of Emily Z,
Jasmine N, Chloe Z and Lara F.
Thanks to all of the parents who assisted with timekeeping duties at the event and thanks also to the parents
who assisted with breakfast on the mornings after our swimming training and trials. Your help is greatly
appreciated.
A big thank-you also to Mr Taylor, Alanna and Erin who also assisted at the pool with our training and trials and to
Trami for helping out at the carnival.

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS

KingWill Catering provides the lunch order service for your school. KingWill is the
business of two local school mums, Jo Williams and Nicole Kingston, who both have a
passion for healthy and homemade food options for school children. KingWill has been
in business since 2017, and is a winner of the Hobson's Bay Food safety Awards. We offer
a large range of food options, mostly all homemade onsite, including hot food such as
fried rice, pasta, hot subs along with freshly made sandwiches, salads, snacks, fruit,
veggie sticks and fruit ice creams. Ordering is simple and is via the QKR app and with
credit card payment. Orders close at 8:30 on the day of service. Please see attached
information on how to use QKR to order lunches. We are a council registered, and nut
free kitchen. If your child has any specific dietary requirements, please feel free to
contact us to discuss suitable menu options for them. We are also happy to walk you
through any problems or questions you may have about the QKR ordering system, please
contact us on the below numbers, we are available weekdays except Tuesdays, from 8.303pm.
Thank you.
Jo 0402781496
Nicole 0409115944
Parents are advised that lunch orders do not arrive at school until 1.30pm. If your child is
having a lunch order, please ensure you send a snack for recess break.

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS

Community News/Events

SCHOOL TERMS 2021
School Terms 2021School Terms 2021

School Terms 2021

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term 2 19th
12th Jul to 17th

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021

27th Jan to 1st April
19th Apr to 25th Jun
12th Jul to 17th Sep
4th Oct to 17th Dec

Term 2—TBC
Term 3—TBC
Term 4— 1st November

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021

Public Holidays 2021
March 8 Labour Day
June 14 Queens Birthday
Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au
(03) 9391 8942

