Newsletter February, 4th 2021
We would like to
wish the
following
students a very
happy birthday
Eva, 2TN
William, 3/4TC
Marlee, 5/6AM
William, 3/4CM
Krisha, 1EW
Khaled, 5/6EM
Baker, 2AS
Sunday, 1EW
Khaldoun, 2TN
Max, Prep
Zari, Prep
Spencer, 2HJ
Harry, 1AO
Tate, 3/4JM
Gabriel, 3/4CM
Sophie, 2AS
Archie, 5/6MM
Indiana, Prep
Asha, Prep
Haiyan, 3/4TH
Archie, 1MW
Georgie, 5/6WH
Cara, 3/4TC
Addison,1MW
Harper 3/4AD
Luca, 3/4TH
Gabriela, 5/6MW
Liam, 5/6WH
Dan, 3/4TC
Phoenix, 1LR
Leo, 5/6AM
Nicholas, 5/6WH
Patrick, 2HJ
Timothy, 3/4JM
Connor, 5/6EM
Ishmail, 2DO
Finn, 3/4AD
John, 1LR
Bailey, Prep
Mohamed, Prep
Zoe 2DO
Ethan, 5/6WH
Silas, 5/6MM

Important dates to put in the diary
Friday 5th February
Monday 8th February
Tuesday 9th February
Wednesday 10th February
Friday 12th February
Wednesday 17th February
Friday 19th February
Friday 26th February
Wednesday 3rd March
Friday 5th March

Yr 5/6 Summer Sports v Altona Primary (Away)
Pupil Free Day
Preps commence
Yr 5/6 Excursion to Sovereign Hill
Before School swim trials 7am—8am
Yr 5/6 Summer Sport v Newport Gardens (Home)
Before School swim trials 7am—8am
Yr 5/6 Summer Sport v St Mary’s (Home)
Yr 5/6 Summer Sport v Williamstown Nth Gold (Away)
Meet the Teacher Interviews 2pm—7pm
Pupil Free Day

It would be appreciated if each family could donate a box of
tissues to their classroom.

School Terms 2021

Pupil Free Days 2021

Public Holidays 2021

Contact

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

8th February

March 8 Labour Day

Elizabeth Street

5th March

June 14 Queens Birthday

Newport 3015 Victoria

Term 2—TBC

Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day

Phone: (03) 9391 8942

27th Jan to 1st April
19th Apr to 25th Jun
12th Jul to 17th Sep
4th Oct to 17th Dec

Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

Dear Parents,
Welcome back to all Newport Lakes students and families. We are very pleased to have you back again and so
eager to get back to work! A special welcome to all our new students beginning at Newport Lakes this year and to the 4 classes
of Prep children that will begin their first full day at school next Tuesday.
We are confident you are going to enjoy your time at Newport Lakes Primary. Please remember that we are here to support
you on your new educational journey and do not hesitate to ask any of us if there is something troubling or puzzling you.
A big welcome to our new members of teaching staff this year including classroom teachers Rannah Scamporlino (Prep),
Mitchell Webster (Yr.1), Rhianna Wallace (Yr.3/ 4) and Tracey James ( Music / Instrumental ). We also welcome back Cristy
Kelleher as part of our wonderful Education Support Team.
2021 is a special year in the history of the Newport School as we celebrate our 165 th birthday. Newport Lakes
Primary School is the third longest continuously operating state school in Victoria. First established in 1856 as the Cambridge
School near the Newport Junction Rail line, the school then became the Newport State school in 1882 and was then re-named
Newport Lakes Primary school in 2000. Hopefully we can have a small recognition of this significant event during the year.
Smooth Start
All grades had a smooth start to the school year and the students have quickly been acquainted with their new teacher and
class friends. The specialist programs of Physical Education, Art, Indonesian and Performing Arts (Music/ Drama) all began their
weekly timetabled lessons this week.
For these sessions parents are reminded that children will require; Physical Education ~ runners (school shoes are not suitable
for running and when participating in active programs), a water bottle and if possible, shorts /or tracksuit.
For their Library session, students will require a library bag to protect borrowed books (a green/blue recycle bag from the supermarket is great for this task).
The school has purchased a number of class sets of water-proof art smocks to protect children’s clothes during the visual art
lessons.
COVID Safe Requirements
To ensure we have a COVID safe environment for our students and staff, the Department has updated the COVID guidelines
for all schools. Many things are able to return to normal (eg students can now use drink fountains, instrumental lessons and
choir can resume, interschool sports permitted, icy pole days etc) but we are still required to follow some COVID protocols.
To support contact tracing requirements we must keep a record of all staff, students and visitors to the school who attend onsite for more than 15 minutes. This would be very challenging to manage during drop off and pick up times if parents were
permitted free access to the school so we will begin 2021 as we finished last year.
Students are to be dropped off in the morning at the school gates between 8.45-9. 00am and classes will begin for all students
at 9.00am. School gates (other than the front gate near the office) will be closed at 9.00am and students arriving after this
time will need to enter via the office.
Yard duty teachers and support staff will be available to support children in the school yard before school if required.
School dismissal will continue to be at 3.30pm for all students. Parents are permitted to wait inside the school grounds from
3.15pm for their children to dismiss at 3.30pm but are not to enter the classrooms and must adhere to social distancing requirements.
Pupil Free Days
There will be 2 pupil free days to be conducted in Term 1 . They include;
Monday 8th February
Topic: Literacy (Dr. Misty Adonou ACU )
This planned day has been postponed from Term 3 2020 due to COVID restrictions)
Friday 8th March Topic: Classroom administration, preparation & assessment

Principal’s Report (continued)
We apologise for having 2 pupil free days in the one term but unfortunately, this could not be avoided due to the problems
associated with interstate travel required by the guest presenter. The professional development day with Dr. Adinou was
originally planned for May 2020, then postponed until October and then regrettably was required to be conducted early 2021.
Childcare is available for both of these days and bookings can be made by contacting QB Childcare on Ph. 9742 5040
Facilities & Grounds
We are continuing to improve our school grounds with some further works carried out over the holiday break. Some of the
works include;

A new Mod 5 building containing 2 new classrooms has been installed between the oval and the
Elizabeth St. fence line. Landscaping around this building (new sand pit, fencing, side entrance to school) will be
hopefully completed within the next week.

A new sunshade sail is presently being installed over the stage area.

New spouting has been installed around the Admin / Prep / Library building .

The external trimmings ( eaves, windows, spouts) of the 2 old brick heritage buildings are being
externally re-painted

The Sensory Garden has also been completed and thanks to a small team of ‘parent waterers’ over the holiday
break, all the plants have had a good start. The children are enjoying this new area of discovery and passive play
in our school grounds.
Mobile devices and contacting students at school
Parents are advised that students are NOT permitted to use mobile phones or any other mobile device to contact parents,
family or friends at school. Parents are also requested not to contact (phone, email, messenger etc) their child/ren at school
using a mobile device (phone, iwatch, ipad, laptop etc). If a parent needs to urgently contact their child, or relay a message to
their child, they must contact the school office and the message will be passed onto the child.
A number of parents have informed us that their child brings a mobile phone as they walk to and from school as a safety
device. In these cases, the phone must be turned off and placed in the child’s bag whilst they are at school.
Sunsmart – Term 1
Newport Lakes Primary School is a ‘Sunsmart School’ and has a policy that all students are to wear an approved sunhat (bucket
or legionnaire style) during terms 1 & 4. Students are to bring along their hats to school every day during Term 1 and a ‘no hat
~ no play’ rule will apply.
Parents are reminded to clearly label their child’s hat and to continuously check that the label remains legible.
It is also recommended that all students have their own water bottle with them every day at school. This bottle will be
accessible to the children during class and must only contain water. Please do not fill with juice, cordial, etc. Parents are asked
to apply sunscreen before school and provide sunscreen in their child’s bag for reapplication throughout the day
We have already experienced some very hot weather and we should expect there will be more of these extreme days as we
proceed into the months of February and March. If the hot weather becomes extreme (eg. above 34C̊ and a strong northerly
wind) there may be the need to restrict or reduce the outside play times during recess or lunch.
Although many of the children are very disappointed about missing their outdoor play periods, it is necessary that we
restrict the amount of exercise and exposure to the heat on these days. In these situations, students will be supervised indoors
where they participate in passive play such as board games and craft activities.
COMMUNICATION AT SCHOOL
Communication between school and home is very important in every child’s education. There are multiple means of staying in
touch with your child’s teacher and being informed of what is happening at school. Some of these include:

Principal’s Report (continued)
Newsletter – Every second Thursday the school newsletter is distributed to parents by email. The newsletter will contain information about activities that have been happening and are being planned for the future.
Reminders Notice – Every Monday or Tuesday a ‘Reminders’ notice will be sent out via the Compass Portal to all families on
the newsletter distribution list giving details of the upcoming events for the following 2 weeks.
School Website – The school website (www.newportlakesps.vic.edu.au) has a wealth of information about the school and
what’s happening. There is a school calendar that contains dates of all events and activities throughout the year including
holidays and pupil free days.
Twitter – The school has its own twitter account and will often send out special notices on what’s happening in your school.
Contacting your Child’s Teacher – If you have any concerns or would like to discuss a matter in regards to your child it is very
important that you arrange to meet with your child’s teacher. This can be done in a number of ways including;

¨arranging a meeting at a time suitable for both parties. This can be done by sending a note to the teacher,
emailing the school (place teachers name in subject box) or leaving a message and contact details at the school
office for the class teacher to contact you.

¨emailing the teacher (as above).
Meet the Teacher Conversations Meet the Teacher sessions will be conducted for all year levels on Wednesday 3rd March
between 2-7pm. Bookings for all classroom and specialist teachers will once again be conducted online via the Compass
Parent Portal. The Booking system will open on Monday 22 nd February at 4.00pm. A detailed instruction sheet will be sent
out via Compass.
The interviews will be required to be conducted in a COVID safe environment. Further details on the requirements of the
meetings will be sent home prior to the openings of the bookings.
Student Reports – All children will be assessed on the New Victorian Curriculum. This incorporates English, Mathematics,
History and Science. Student reports will be available on Compass prior to the mid year parent interviews and at the end of
the year.
Assisting in the Classrooms – Unfortunately due to the restrictions and limitations on adults being onsite at school, parents
are unable to assist in the classrooms at this present time. Hopefully, the restriction may ease as we proceed in 2021 and we
can once again invite parents to assist in your child’s classroom.
If the restrictions are eased we will once again conduct a parent helpers program for the P-2 classes where parents are rostered on to assist with the daily reading program.
Once we receive the go ahead, an induction program will be held for new Parents to assist in the Parents Helpers Program.
Further information on these sessions will be placed in upcoming Newsletters when available.
Parents are also often required to assist on excursions and classroom activities where an extra set of hands and eyes is of invaluable assistance. Please discuss with your child’s teacher if there are ways you can assist in the classroom.
All parents / carers etc. will require a current Working With Children Card to assist in any activity at the school. We advise
parents to apply for a WWC to avoid the disappointment of missing out on being able to attend or assist with your child’s
learning at school.
Information Sessions – Due to COVID restrictions on adult visitors to schools the usual school based information sessions will
not be conducted this year. As an alternative, each Professional Learning Team (PLT) will be creating a series of videos to give
parents an overview of the curriculum, special events and activities, homework etc. relevant to their grade level.
Feedback from parents on how helpful the videos were in last year’s remote learning “Learning at Home’ program will assist
teachers on the development of the videos for the online Parent Information program.
It is expected that the ‘Parent Information Videos’ will be available via the School Website late February and will remain
online for the remainder of the year.

Principal’s Report (continued)
Details on when the Parent Information Videos are available and how to access them will be sent out to parents via
Compass later this term.
Anaphylaxis
I would also like to remind our school community that we have a number of children at Newport Lakes that suffer from the
life-threatening condition anaphylaxis. These children suffer from severe allergies to nuts and nut products (especially peanuts and peanut butter), eggs, fish and shellfish. We ask all our parents to assist in making our school a safe environment
for these children by not including any of these products in your children’s snacks or lunches.
If there is a child suffering from Anaphylaxis in your child’s class you will receive a letter notifying you of this and how you
can assist in making the classroom a safe environment for all children.
School Ground Supervision
Parents are reminded that playground supervision (teacher on duty) is provided before school from 8.45am and after school
until 3.45pm. Students should not be in the school grounds before or after these times unless supervised by their parents
or an adult.
Students should aim to be at school between 8.45 and 8.55am. This allows them to see their friends, chat or play a short
game before school begins at 9.00am. Students playing in the school ground or on playground equipment after school
MUST be supervised by their parents or guardians.
The school gate on the Basketball Court will be locked at 3.45pm when the teacher on duty has completed their yard supervision. Any children and parents remaining in the yard after this time will need to exit via the school gate near the office.
Parents are also reminded that due to the contract tracing requirements, all visiting adults must restrict their time onsite at
school to a maximum of 15 minutes unless their details have been recorded at the school office on the Compass kiosk.
School Council - Interested?
School Councils are made up of parents, staff, community members and the principal. To be a school councillor, you must
have an interest in the school and be able to work cooperatively with others to shape the school's future. If you're a parent,
guardian or staff member, you must nominate yourself to be a school councillor and then be elected through a vote (if required). A term on School Council is for 2 years.
Newport Lakes Primary School Council has 8 parent representatives, with 4 placements becoming available every 2 years.
There are 4 sub-committees within the School Council including Finance, Education, Facilities & Management and Community and Fundraising. You may wish to be on the School Council or possibly be a co-opted member on a sub-committee.
Further information on School Council and how to nominate is available later in this newsletter. Nominations (and if
required) elections will be held later in February/ March.
Student Leadership
Congratulations to our four new School Captains for 2021. Eden, Mona, Gabriel and Isaiah will be excellent student leaders
and ambassadors for the school. I am sure they will also be wonderful role models for our younger children who will see
them take the school assembly each week and perform other leadership duties throughout the school.
We are currently in the process of selecting the school’s House Captains .
The school’s Arts Captains were announced this week at assembly and we congratulate Chloe, Amy and Calen on being
awarded these leadership roles for 2021. The role of the Arts Captains is to give assistance to the Arts Teachers (Visual and
Performing Arts) and students when required and promote the school’s excellent program at a student level.
Later next month each class (Yr. 1-6) will also choose their representative for the Junior School Council (JSC). At Newport
Lakes we strongly believe in giving students a voice in many aspects of the school and classrooms. We have a very active JSC
that meet each week and give their opinions and direction on how we can have a better school.
I hope you have a good week.

David Moss
Principal

SCHOOL LEADERS/ ARTS CAPTAINS
Hi everyone, my name is Mona and I am proud to be a school leader for the year 2021. I would like to give a
big congratulations to the other 3 school leaders, Isaiah, Eden and Gabriel. I will try my hardest to make you
all proud and to make your children feel safe and welcomed. Thank you to David, Janet and everyone who
has helped me over the past 7 years. No matter what happens I will try to make 2021 one of the best years
for your child. Thank you for reading my speech. I hope you have an outstanding year and I wish you all the
best.

Hi, I’m Isaiah and I am one of the four school leaders at Newport Lakes Primary School in 2021. I am a kind,
thoughtful and fun person. I will try to help anyone I can and will always be happy to help. Congratulations
to Mona, Eden and Gabriel for also getting this role. I hope 2021 is a good year to all.

Hello, my name is Gabe and I am delighted to be one of the NLPS school captains for 2021. I love soccer,
tennis and AFL and I always like a challenge that could take me out of my comfort zone. I am thrilled to hear
the Eden, Mona and Isaiah have also managed to be elected as school leaders and I can’t wait to work
alongside them in the next few months. I will always be there for anyone and will go to any lengths to make
NLPS the best we can make it. I hope you all enjoy a year of learning and fun in 2021! Have a good day!

Hello! My name is Eden and I am honoured to be school captain for 2021. I would like to thank David, Janet
and all of my teachers for this role. I will try my best to make everyone feel welcome, happy and included at
school. Come to me if you need any help or encouragement. Congratulations to Mona, Isaiah and Gabe. I
can’t wait to work with you guys this year.

ARTS CAPTAINS
Hello there, my name is Calen and I am an Arts Captain. I will be helping people out, making sure you are
OK and having fun in the Art room at lunchtime. Thank you to the people who have supported me.

Hello my name is Chloe , I am an Arts captain with Calen and Amy. You may know me from the Respectful
Relationships Team. I can help with your interest in the Arts. I would like to thank the teachers for this
opportunity. Thank you.

Hello! My name is Amy and I have been chosen as a 2021 Arts Captain. I would like to thank Laura,
Michelle and Tracey. I would also like to congratulate Chloe and Calen. I will respect the school and
always be there to help the Specialist team. I am delighted to be chosen for this role.

A HUGE welcome to 2021 school community life

The school year has started off with lots of smiles and waves goodbye at the Gates for all the Grade 1 – 6 classes and we are
looking forward to welcoming the 2021 Preps next week. As we all say goodbye to the festivities, we were so very grateful to
have at the end of 2020, we now look forward to the potential of the new school year returning to the things we know and
love about being part of our school community. Any and all events held this year will be in line with COVID safe practices,
School and Department guidelines.
Icy Pole Friday is happening at lunchtime next Friday 12 February. We will be co-ordinating these fortnightly events with
the School Leaders and a small group of volunteers. For all students wanting to purchase a fruit based icy pole please ensure
they bring 50 cents on each Friday that icy pole day is on – 12 February; 26 February; 12 March; 26 March. Icy Pole Friday
also occurs in Term 4. Please reach out to Lisa O’Brien Hynes or nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com now if you can assist.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Virtual Pre Loved Uniform Sale
We ran 2 highly successful Virtual Pre Loved Uniform Sales in 2020 and are seeking donations now for the next Sale on Friday
19 February. This is your time to drop off any unwanted preloved pieces to school. Please pop them into the office (at a
socially distanced and appropriate time) prior to 12th February. The Virtual sale will be held on one day unless we are
inundated with donations. Virtual Sale will be held via the Friends of Elizabeth St Group.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2020 Specialist Thank You Gifts
A huge thanks to all of you generous families that contributed to the end of year gifts for the specialist
teachers, administration staff, traffic supervisors and Janet and David. The outpouring of appreciation and gratitude was
touching. All gifts were given out the last week of Term 4 and were purchased from all local stores and supporters in
Newport, Williamstown and Spotswood.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2021 Annual General Meeting - Save the Date – Thursday 18 March, 7.30pm in the MPR
All welcome! At the AGM we will review the few activities in 2019 and start planning for 2021. Come along and have your say
or nominate to be part of the Executive Team. The roles of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary are open for
nomination. For more info on the exec roles, contact nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com

It was a challenging year for everyone in 2020 and we want to thank
each and every supporter that volunteered throughout the year. The
NLPS community spirit is alive and present at all activities even though
we were unable to do many face to face we are appreciative of what
we were able to do albeit briefly and then virtually. Fruit cutting,
preloved uniform stalls, world teacher’s day celebration, icy pole days,
world’s biggest morning tea and of course the Class Friendship Reps.
These events cannot be run without your support.

THANK YOU FROM THE EXEC
Special thanks to Lisa O’Brien Hynes, Prue Handbury, Erin Stubbs and Maria Udovicic for all their hard work and dedication as
the Executive of Parents Club 2020.
Get Involved
Parents Club are always on the lookout for more families to be involved this year and we’d welcome your help (big or small).
There are lots of ways to support the school and your kids. You can:
Be a Class Representative (see below for more info)
Donate items for the preloved uniform or bake sales
Coordinate or help out at event (like the Bunning BBQ or Mother’s Day / Father’s Day breakfasts)
Attend a Parents Club meeting (held monthly) and have your say or be part of the Parents Club executive team
To hear about upcoming activities or to offer your support, contact nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Friendship lists (sign up online by 26 February)
Parents and families who would like to communicate with other families in their class to organise birthday parties and play
dates, (or search for lost hats and jumpers!) are encouraged to sign up to the ‘Class Friendship List’. The list of names and
contact details will be shared by the Class Representative within the class only (not the entire year level). To sign up, go to:
https://bit.ly/NLPS2021
Prep families please only sign up once you have found out your class teacher

Parents Club is seeking ‘Class Representatives’. Main responsibilities:
Be the point of contact between Parents Club and your class by using the Friendship list to promote activities / events
Share the Friendship list of email addresses with your class so people can get in touch to arrange play dates etc
Regularly check your emails
Organise a group present for your teacher at the end of the year
To be a class rep or to discuss further, nominate yourself – tick yes! on the Class Friendship list sign up page – details above.

Newport Lakes Primary School's new sensory garden is off to a great start. Thanks to everyone that helped to
water it over the summer holidays!

To get it through the remaining warm months we're once again asking for volunteer assistance to water the
sensory garden's plants to the end of term 1 school holidays.
You can sign up here: https://bit.ly/nlpsgarden

This takes 20-30minutes, and is only necessary when it hasn’t rained. There's a tap and hose on premises.

We'll circulate a map to which plants need watering, and will put everyone in touch with the people before &
after them on the roster for key handover.

Thanks for your continued help!

HOBSONS BAY LIBRARY NEWS
As we begin a new year and with all the disruptions faced in 2020, some students might be feeling apprehensive about the
year ahead.
Hobsons Bay Libraries are now providing free homework help and study support to all primary and secondary school
students. The Studiosity service is available all day every day (and night) and offers live online support and assistance with
English, maths, science and study skills.
The library is also offering Reading Logs for primary students as well as the opportunity to participate in regular reading
challenges and to gain personalised reading recommendations too.
Visit any of the libraries or ring them to find out details.

Community News/Events

SCHOOL TERMS 2021
School Terms 2021School Terms 2021

School Terms 2021

Term 1 27th Jan to 1st April

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Term 2 19th
12th Jul to 17th

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2021

27th Jan to 1st April
19th Apr to 25th Jun
12th Jul to 17th Sep
4th Oct to 17th Dec

8th February
5th March
Term 2—TBC
Term 3—TBC
Term 4— 1st November

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021

Public Holidays 2021
March 8 Labour Day
June 14 Queens Birthday
Nov 2nd: Melb Cup Day

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015
Newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au
(03) 9391 8942

