Newsletter 17th December, 20200

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents,
We are quickly coming to the close of yet another very successful year at Newport Lakes Primary School.
The last weeks of any school year are very busy and hectic and this year has been no exception.
Completing all the activities, festivities and programs for the end of year and at the same time ensuring all is in
place for a successful beginning of 2021 certainly makes for a busy time.
Graduation Yr. 6 Farewell - The Year 6 Graduation was conducted in the school’s MPR last Monday evening.
Due to COVID restrictions, this year the graduation was conducted without parents and family members but we
were able to ‘live-stream’ the evening for everyone to enjoy. Although parents would have enjoyed the
opportunity of attending their child’s Primary School Graduation, many have expressed their appreciation of still
being able to at least have the virtual experience.
The other advantage of the live stream was that grandparents, friends and relatives, many not residing in
Melbourne, were also able to tune in and be part of the Yr. 6 students’ very special evening. This is another
feature of a COVID normal that will certainly be considered in future presentations to make our school more
inclusive for our school community.
The Yr. 6 students provided an evening of entertainment consisting of a ’45 second’ overview of their time at
primary school and an amazing farewell song that was not only brilliantly performed and filmed remotely but
was also composed and written by the students.
Many thanks is given to Mat, Michael, Alanna, Erin, Ellen and the many parents and friends for all their help and
assistance in making the graduation such a successful and enjoyable evening.
A very special thanks also to Tony Mead for once again providing a wonderful backdrop and to Sam Pierce for
producing and directing the live streaming of the event.
Congratulations to all the Yr. 6 students that are graduating and a special mention to our 2020 Award recipients;
Aidan Reilly :

Newport Lakes Primary School Council Encouragement Award

Jane Zorbas:

Nicola Roxon Citizenship Award (presented by Melissa Horne)

Lily Nicholson:

Tim Watts MP Academic Achievement Award

School Terms 2020

School Terms 2021

Term 4

Term 1—Jan 27th—Teachers
comence

5th Oct to 18th Dec

Jan 28th Students Yrs 1 –6
commence
Tuesday 9th Feb—Preps
commence

Pupil Free Days

Contact
Elizabeth Street

Monday 8th February

Newport 3015 Victoria
9391 8942

Principal’s Report (continued)
School Organisation

The school organisation for 2021 will be as follows:

2021

Teachers

Principal

David Moss

Assistant Principal

Janet Gill

Prep
( 4 classes @ av. 20 )
Yr.1
( 4 classes @ av. 21-22)
Yr.2
( 4 classes @ av.20-21)
Yr.3 /4
( 6 classes @ av. 26 )
Yr. 5/6
( 5 classes @ 23-24)
Intervention /
Tutoring
Physical Ed/ Sport

Rannah Scamporlino Diana Stefanovic Sarah Smith Hannah Whittaker

Visual Art

Laura Russell / Narelle Taylor

LOTE (Indonesian)

Ben Ricci / Sharon Rodgers

Drama

Michelle Sullivan

Music

Tracey James

Office Staff

Kellie Holdich : Business Manager
Sue High Kayleen Meehan : Administration Assistants
Carolyn Brien

First Aid
Education Support Staff

Amy O’Dowd Lee Rutledge Eliza Wright Mitchell Webster
Ashlee Shacklock

Denise O’Shea Heidi James Tarsh Nicholson

James Munro Anne-Maree Dawson Rhianna Wallace
Trami Hoang Carol Martin / Carly Bannon (Thur) Tammi Cordell
Mat Williamson
Alanna Maguire
Michael Morrell Erin Meade
Warren Hales
Carly Bannon
Narelle Taylor
Terry Antoniadis / Sharon Rodgers

Classroom/ Instrumental

Cristy Kelleher
Helen Hayden Jacqui Quigley
Antonella Pappalardo Sophie Montgomery

Farewell, Good Luck and Welcome
At the end of each year, we say farewell and good luck to a number of
students and friends of the school and staff.
I would like to wish Ellen Morabito who has a 12 month contract at Guthridge PS in Sale and Rebecca Barham who
has gained a family leave transfer to Williamstown Nth PS all the very best at their new schools.
We will also be saying farewell to Emma O’Loughlin who will having her first baby early next year. We promise that
we will keep all of our very interested children and families up to date when we have further news of the arrival.
All of these excellent teachers have made exceptional contributions to our school and will be dearly missed by us all
next year.

Principal’s Report (continued)
We also welcome four new teachers to our school next year. Rannah Scamporlino will be a new Learning Specialist
teacher and has recently been working at Victoria University and Melbourne University in the faculties of Teacher
Education. Tracey James will be transferring from St. Peters College in Ipswich , Queensland to take on the role of
Instrumental and Classroom Music teacher.
Rhianna Wallace and Mitchell Webster are both graduate teachers that have been outstanding in their pre-service
placements and come highly recommended. We believe all these new teachers will be excellent additions to the outstanding team of staff we have at our school.
We also welcome back Sarah Smith to full time classroom teaching and Cristy Kelleher to support our integration and
intervention programs.
On behalf of everyone from the Newport Lakes Primary School community, I would like to thank all the staff
members for the wonderful contribution they have made to Newport Lakes Primary School
throughout the year.
Dates for 2021
Parents have informed us that it is appreciated when as much time as possible can be given on important dates of
events occurring at school in the year.
The following dates may assist with your 2021 planning;
Pupil Free Days
Term 1
Monday 8th February
Friday 5th March
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Literacy (Dr. Misty Adonou ACU)
This planned day has been postponed from Term 3 2020 due to COVID restrictions)
Classroom administration, preparation & assessment

TBC
TBC
Monday 2nd November

School camps 2021
Yr. 5/6
Echuca (Billabong Horse Riding Ranch)
Mon 29 Mar- Wed 31 Mar
Yr. 3/ 4
Lake Dewar Adventure Camp
Mon 19 Apr – Wed 21 Apr
School Photos
Monday 9 march
School Athletic Sports
Wed 28 April P-2 -School event

3-6 Newport Athletics Track

School Production 2021
Thurs 16th September (Dependent upon possible COVID restrictions)
First Aid at NLPS
Last year we introduced a designated first aid assistant to the school. Carolyn Brien, a former nurse, took on the role
of first aid duties at the school, relieving this duty formerly undertaken by the office staff. This has now allowed for
the Business manager and administration staff to be freed up to undertake the roles they are employed to do and
ensures the person undertaking the first aid is not distracted by other administration duties.
Although the Education department does not fund primary schools for a first aid assistant, we believed that the role
and position was important to the level that we would internally fund the position with assistance from parental
voluntary contributions.

Principal’s Report (continued)
Carolyn has been at school everyday this year, including the remote learning period, to ensure that the children of the
essential workers and vulnerable students attending the on-site program were always cared for at school.
Carolyn has continued to be very ( very) busy and has highly likely attended to your child or been in contact with you
in regards to your child attending sick bay during the day.
Up until the end of last week there has been a total of 1537 student visits to sick bay. These ranged from an upset
stomach, headaches, broken bones, requiring medication, to ‘I’m just not feeling good’.
Carolyn , and her role as first aid assistant has become an essential element of the provision of the best health &
safety environment for all the students of our school.
End of Year Student Report The 2020 end of year student report is now available online from the Compass Parent
Portal. If parents do not have their user name, password or have difficulty accessing the Parent Portal, please contact
the school office and assistance will be available.
The student report is a little different than previous reports due to the remote learning program conducted during the
majority of the second semester. Parent survey feedback continues to inform us that the report could be better and
we are always interested in hearing recommendations from parents on how this can be achieved. When a
government changes its policy or introduces a new curriculum this has a direct impact on the manner in which we
must report to the parents. A student report can also be very subjective on what it should include, not include and
how it should be presented or written and with over 350 families it is always going to be difficult to produce a format
that will please everyone. All the same, we will continue to do our best in this endeavour.
In the current report you will notice that we have simplified the reports to attempt to ‘say more with less words.’ The
teachers have focussed on the skills and outcomes of each subject and how your child has achieved in each area
during remote learning and upon their return to face to face teaching.
If parents have any further constructive recommendations please send/ email them to the school and we will consider
them in 2021.
End of Year Assembly & Dismissal.
School will be dismissed for all students at 1.00pm on Friday 18th December. An assembly will be conducted in the
school gym at 12.20pm featuring a special farewell to our Year 6 students but unfortunately, parents are currently not
permitted to attend our indoor assemblies.
After the general school announcements at assembly the Yr. 6 children will then be farewelled through the traditional
Newport Lakes ‘Avenue of Honour’ formed by all the teachers and children in the school. This year the students will
perform a lap around the school oval with all students (Prep-Yr.5) providing an avenue of honour to bid them farewell.
Parents are most welcome to attend the Yr. 6 farewell around the school oval but must adhere to the strict social
distancing guidelines in school grounds.
All students will return to their classrooms after the assembly and children will be dismissed from their classrooms at
1.00pm.
PLEASE NOTE: ALL UNSUPERVISED STUDENTS REMAINING AT SCHOOL AFTER 1.15 pm WILL BE DIRECTED TO AFTER
SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM.
I hope all the children and staff have a huge rest over the End of Year Break, as they will certainly need all their energy
for a huge 2021. I look forward to seeing everyone (Yr.1-Yr.6) when school resumes on Thursday 28th January 2020
and the new preps when they begin on Tuesday 9th February.
Merry Christmas and wishing you all a safe and happy holiday break.
David Moss
Principal

SCHOOL TERMS 2020

Last day of Term 18th December—1.00pm dismissal

School Term 1 - 2021
27th Jan (Teachers commence)
28th Jan—Yrs 1 –6 commence
9th Feb—Preps commence
- 1st April (last day of term)

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015
http://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au

