Newsletter 26th November, 20200
Important dates to put in the diary
We would like to
wish the
following
students a very
happy birthday

Friday 27th November

- Yr 6 Big Day In

Monday 30th November -

- Yrs 5/6 Camp to Phillip Island

- Wednesday 2nd December
Tuesday 8th December

- Yr 5 Beach Program

Friday 11th December

- Yr 3/4 Beach Program

Monday 14th December

- Yr 6 Graduation

Tuesday 15th December

- Preps 100 days of school celebration

Friday 18th December

- Last day of term—1.00pm

dismissal

Marco, 2D
William, 5/6A
Sophia 2D
Amelie, 3/4J
Giselle, Prep E
Scarlett, Prep E
Lorayne, 3/4J
Oliver, 1A
Aston, 5/6W
Adam, 3/4J
Asiya, Prep D
Jemima, 3/4C
Yasmin, 1T
Jordan, 3/4A
Vincent, 2A

Student Awards
Rayan, Prep E
Ari, 1T
Walid, 2H
Seb, 2A
Nada, 3/4C
Olive, 3/4A
Jack, 5/6E
Matilda, Prep H
Nicholas, 1A
Reema, 2D
Renee, 3/4w
Xavier, 3/4T
Aidan, 5/6E

Olivia, Prep T
Ahmad, 1L
Grace, 2H
Eliza, 3/4E
Jasper, 3/4C
Ethan, 5/6A
Ben, 5/6M
Zara, 1T
Elena, 1R
Charlie, 2A
Hudson, 3/4J
Owen, 3/4T
Harrison, 5/6M

Maddie, Prep D
Keagan, 1A
Tim, 2D
Ahmed, 3/4W
Sarsha, 3/4T
Liam, 5/6W
Charlotte, Prep T
Liam, 1T
Chloe, 2H
Edwin, 2A
Tom, 3/4C
Lachlan, 3/4A

Xavier, Prep H
Ethan, 1R
Thomas, 2A
Khadija, 3/4J
Mai, 3/4T
Connor, 5/6W
Alexi, Prep D
Summer, 1L
Tate, 2H
Nash, 3/4E
Ayah, 3/4C
Elise, 3/4A

Emily, 3/4T
Peggy, 3/4A

Student charges 2021
Student charges for next year are now up on Compass.
Please sign in to compass to view and pay your fees for
next year or select payment plan options to ensure your
child/ren have their bookpacks on the first day back at
school next year. Fees need to be paid in full or first
installment plan by 7 December 2020.
If you have any queries in regards to these student charges
or payment please do not hesitate to contact Kellie or
Kayleen in the office to discuss.

School Terms 2020

Contact

Term 4

Elizabeth Street

5th Oct to 18th Dec

Newport 3015 Victoria
9391 8942

Principal’s Report

Dear Parents,
Roadmap to ‘Covid normal ’ Schools were advised yesterday of the new Departmental guidelines as we make a safe return to
‘Covid normal’. Some of the first steps include;
Visitors to school Parents are permitted back on the school site but only in a limited capacity and must also continue to adhere to
social distancing restrictions. Activities involving parent volunteers can also resume.
Non-essential visitors, such as guest speakers and incursion leaders, are now allowed to attend school on site, subject to gathering
limits.
To support contact tracing, schools must continue to keep a record of all staff, parents and visitors who attend on site for more
than 15 minutes.
Drop Offs and Pick Ups
Drop-offs Morning procedures will continue to remain in place with children being dropped off at the gate before 9am and
parents remaining outside the school grounds.
We have found with the current procedures there has been a considerable reduction in lateness, less accidents in the school
grounds and most importantly, the children are much more settled and ready to begin a productive day of learning at school at
9am.
Pick-Ups From next Monday 30 November we will be returning to our previous practice of a 3.30pm dismissal for all students. Our
school gates will be unlocked from 3.00pm where our families can come in to meet their child/ren at their classroom or another
part of the school ground. This will allow families to connect face-to-face with the teacher and with each other, and allow for
playing in the yard.
Gates on the oval and basketball area will be closed and locked at 3.45pm when the yard duty supervision is completed.
Drinking Fountains The use of drinking fountains is now permitted. All our taps and sinks will be thoroughly cleaned and flushed
before they are available to be used by our children.
Yr. 6 Graduation Although restrictions on parents and visitors to the school have been lifted, schools are still subject to a
gathering limit (including students, staff and visitors) of 150 indoors or 300 outdoors with a density quotient of one per 4m2
applicable to staff and visitors/parents. We do not have a facility big enough to conduct this planned event indoors if parents
were allowed to attend. The children and teachers have placed a significant amount of work on video presentations and other
aspects of their evening, which can only be viewed indoors. The event will be live streamed and available for all parents and
families to view online.
Assemblies School assemblies will continue to be conducted outside the gymnasium at 2.45pm on Friday (weather permitting) for
the remainder of the year. Parents are permitted to attend but must remain separated from the children at the rear of the
assembly area. Please note; there is only very limited outdoor seating available for visitors.
Sensory Garden The composition of the school’s new sensory garden is nearing completion. All going to plan the construction will
be completed next week and then we can finish it off with the planting and mulching.
Feature lighting under the Ghost gum tree near the entrance will then be added to complete an amazing addition to our school
grounds.
New Flags Special thanks to the office of Tim Watts, Federal member of Gellibrand, for the presentation of three new flags to
our school; the Australian flag, the Indigenous Flag and the Torres Strait flag. We have been able to proudly display all three flags
at our Covid safe outdoor school assemblies.

Principal’s Report (Continued)
School Organisation for 2021 Although there still may be changes between now and when we begin the new school year,
based on the numbers that we currently expect, we are planning to have 23 grades in 2021 with straight grades from P-2 and
composite grades in Yr. 3/4 and Yr. 5/6.
Our current enrolment is 515 and we are expecting to increase to approximately 545-550 in 2021.
We are anticipating an increase of 30-35 students and we will be adding an additional 2 classes – a further Yr.2 class and an
additional 5/6 class.
The expected school organisation is as follows;
Principal / Assistant Principal
23 classrooms
4 x Foundations (Preps) (av. class size 20)
4 x Yr.1 (av. class size 22)
4 x Yr.2 (av. class size 22)
6 x Yr.3/4 (av. class size 27)
5 x Yr.5/6 (av. class size 26)
Specialist programs
Physical Education & Sport
LOTE (Indonesian)
Visual Art
Performing Arts ~ Music and Drama
The decision of school organisation including the choice of straight and composite classes was based on the number of students
we had at each year level, after having many discussions with staff and leadership, parental feedback and the funding available to
the school from the education department.
Victorian state schools are primarily self-managed and staffing decisions, including how many teachers a school employs, what
areas they teach and the programs a school conducts (specialist areas, intervention programs, extra curricula etc.) are decisions
made by the Principal in consultation with staff.
Each school receives yearly funding and it is the principal’s role to ensure the school operates within this budget. The funding is
based on a formula involving the actual number of students enrolled on census day (February 28 2021) and then additional funds
for special needs for which the school may be eligible. These include low socio economic, EAL (English as an Additional
Language), remote location, etc. Much of this information is gained when parents complete their enrolment form when their child
first begins school. Questions such as the parent’s present occupation, highest level of education, language spoken at home, etc.
all go towards determining a children’s level of need. At Newport Lakes Primary School we are classified as ‘high’ in the level of
socio economic and ‘mid-low’ in the area of EAL thus qualifying the school for very little additional funding.
When determining class sizes in a primary school, the funding formula allows for, as a general rule, 1 classroom teacher for every
25 students. After this has been established, we then look at differing models involving straight classes, composites or a mixture of
both. We consider the numbers in each grade level, the social groupings of the children, special needs, parental expectations and
departmental requirements. It is also an education department expectation that the P-2 year levels will have less numbers, on
average, than the upper grades.
At NLPS we also have four specialist teacher programs (Physical Education, Visual Art, Performing Arts –Music/Drama, and LOTE –
Indonesian) all taught by trained and qualified teachers. This is unique for a primary school, as most will only have three specialist
areas. We also have a specialist Literacy Intervention teacher.
We will also continue to employ Education Support staff in literacy and numeracy intervention programs and continue to provide
additional assistance programs wherever possible in 2021. Although there will never be sufficient funds to provide the level of
assistance to every child that we and many parents would like, we will continue to do the very best with the limited resources we
receive.
In 2021, we will be introducing a new Tutoring program partly funded by the Government to assist children that may have fallen
behind due to the disruptions caused by the COVID restrictions and remote learning in 2020. Further details on this program will
be available when it begins next year.

Principal’s Report (Continued)
The school will also continue to employ Carolyn, our first aid assistant in
2021. The Education Department does not provide any designated funding for a first aid assistant in a primary school so the
position is self-funded by the school. Many of your children have been to see Carolyn during the year and their visits have been
expertly followed up with the parents. We believe the appointment of the ‘First Aid assistant’ has been very successful and an
excellent addition to the services we offer the families of our school.
If any family still has a prep child to begin in 2021 or if a family is possibly relocating from Newport Lakes Primary School in 2021,
could you PLEASE inform the school of this information, as it is very important to our planning for next year.
A simple email or phone call to the school informing us if a sibling is beginning in Prep next year or if you will be leaving us at the
conclusion of 2020 will be very beneficial to our planning.
Yr. 5/ 6 camp – Philip Island The Yr.5/ 6 students and staff are off to the Philip Island Adventure Park next Monday to
Wednesday. There are plenty of fun activities on the program including surfing, beach walks, low ropes course, giant swing,
archery, flying fox, ponding, bush cooking and of course, the infamous camp concert and ‘star wars’. Apparently I have been
rostered for the ‘early morning surfing group’ so hopefully the water will not be too cool in the waters off Philip Island.
A big thank you to all the staff and their families for giving up their personal time and usual family routines to attend the camp
and be on call 24/7 to ensure that the children have a safe, enjoyable and successful camp. We are all hoping for some good
weather early next week and wish all the happy campers and staff have an enjoyable and safe trip.
Traffic on Elizabeth St. The safety of our students and members of our community is of utmost importance. Just a reminder
that families are unable to double park when picking up and dropping off children. Also, please respect our neighbours and do
not park in their private driveways. Please ensure all community members are crossing at the school crossing. We need to
ensure our students are assisted to understand road safety and are making a responsible choice.
Be Sun Smart Term 4 and Term 1 are Sun Smart terms all students are required to wear a hat during school breaks and
working outside. Just a reminder that students need to bring a water bottle to school which they can fill up throughout the day
and use in the classrooms throughout the day.
Hoping you have a happy and safe week

David Moss
Principal

ideas

Author Of The Week
The Mystical Forest by Caitlin, 3/4A

voice

Howl by Max 3/4T

Stella’s quaint room filled up with a tinge of peach as
In a small cave inside a snowy mountain sleeps a skinny
she opened up her tattered blinds. She got dressed in little boy. He is 10 years old, but looks as small as an 8 year
her favourite pink dress ready for a great day. She
old.
closed her eyes and imagined what she was going to
He wakes up and sees a large dog.. wait, no a wolf.
do. The sight was flawless; she opened her eyes… “O- “Aaarrgh!” Ben screams. “Don’t hurt me. Here, have this.”
M-G!” She appeared in front of a magical oasis
He holds up a small bone. The wolf’s face suddenly softens,
coloured with emerald green and turquoise.
now it looks more puppy-like. “You want it?” asks Ben
The grass was a deep shade of jade, the trees were
softly.
lilac and pink. She slowly stepped towards the oasis,
For the next hour or so, Ben gains the wolf’s trust and
inside was a massive foundation, the water perilous.
names him Howl. When it’s dark, Ben whispers to Howl,
The sight of a human was considered disgraceful.
“Night Howl.” Maybe he imaged it, but he heard a voice
Stella bolted to the door but iron bars enclosed her in.
saying, “Night Ben.”
That night Howl doesn’t sleep much, his animal
instincts tells him something’s wrong with this
‘cave’. Eventually Howl doses off, but a couple of
minutes later
organisation

Elodie 3/4E

By Laila 3/4J

I watch from the top of a tower, the dramatic scenes The exotic fragrance of the forest wafts through the trees'
below me, people scurrying like ants. The quaint town crooked leaves. Nothing to be seen for miles. Just nature
ripped and wrecked. I wonder how and what has
and animals. Most people think the forest is deserted but it
happened. Suddenly a dragon struck the town.
isn't. Somewhere in the forest hidden from the world a
Breathing fire here to there. Wrecking the homes of
newborn baby was born, a girl to be precise. She was
the poor and helpless souls.
swallowed into the earth's soul to reveal a secret bunker.
Now I will not unravel the world's deepest secrets. NO, NO,
NO. But I will tell you a tale. This tale is about the baby I
was talking about earlier. Her name is Everest. I will tell you
about her life. Now let the story begin.
Intruders to the generation by George 3/4W
This frog was not ordinary, it was the biggest by far
( 1.2 metres to be exact). “Yep and I’m going to guide
you”. So you and me are in the nest. It’s in a swampy
area, we’re climbing out of the nest when we hear a
cry. As we hop and slip on mossy rocks we come
across a dashed guard.

Erina 3/4C
Her heart raced as fast as the speed of light as she walked
through the forest. Weird creatures kept coming out and
she was getting petrified. She kept walking through and
started hearing dreadful noises, so she quickened her
steps. She heard a quaint giggle and a horrible cackle. She
started hastening again, knowing it was a bad idea but it
was the only way to save her beloved pets!

Parent Club News

Second hand uniform online sale
On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday this week (25,26,27 Nov), we are hosting our second Online Uniform
Sale via the "Friends of Elizabeth St School" facebook page. This sale is being split over 3 days, selling
different sizes per day. Please log on and grab yourself a bargain.
Thank you to all those that donated and purchased!

We will have another sale early 2021 either online or in person at school depending on the restrictions - so
stay tuned.
End of year thank you gifts
It is that time of year again that we say THANK YOU to our Principal, Vice Principal, Office staff, Specialist
teachers, crossing supervisions and others. If you would like to contribute, big or small, towards a gift for
these wonderful people, please either contribute via:
App.grouptogether.com (Office and Specialists Xmas Gifts) OR Donate cash into the office.

Classroom teacher gifts
Your classroom coordinator will be in contact (if they have not been already) via email and/or the above
faceboook page to advise of ways you may like to contribute to your teacher's end of year gift. If you would
like the details of your classroom coordinator, please email NLPS Parents
Club nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com and we will put you in contact.

NLPS Parent's Club
nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com

Community News/Events (Continued)

SCHOOL TERMS 2020
Term 4—5th Oct to 18th Dec

Last day of Term 18th December—1.00pm dismissal

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015
http://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au

