Newsletter 29th October, 2020

We would like to
wish the
following
students a very
happy birthday

Important dates to put in the diary

Eva, 1A
Hudson, 3/4J
Macy, 3/4T

Monday 2nd November

Pupil Free Day—Report Writing

Tuesday 3rd November

Public Holiday—No School

Thursday 5th November

Yrs 3/4 Sports Day @ school

Friday 6th November

Yrs 5/6 Sports Day @ school

Friday 13th November

School Photos

Amelie, Prep H
Chloe, 1A

Student Awards

Archer, 1L

Scarlett, Prep E
Ruby, 1T
Nicholas, 2H
Vincent, 2A
Zoe, 3/4C
Nicholas, 5/6A

Rags, 5/6E
Radin, 1R
Benjamin, 5/6E
Amelia, 1R
Ava, 2D

Krisha, Prep T
Baker, 1T
Liam, 2H
Sonny Duke, 3/4E
Emily, 3/4T
Amelie, 5/6W

Emilia, Prep D
Isla, 1L
Eva, 2D
Nicholas, 3/4W
Jasmyn, 3/4A
Mali, 5/6E

Ivy, Prep H
Harley, 1A
Tom, 2A
Adam, 3/4J
Violet, 5/6A
Lily, 5/6M

Isabella, 3/4W
Finn, 3/4W
Aren, Prep T
Ashton, 5/6W
Naomi, 3/4E

Take 5 minutes and show your children one of our beautiful Story Time videos.

Fiona, 3/4J

Each fortnight we are adding new videos to our website of our amazing NLPS teachers & leaders
reading a story to your kids.

Jomana, 5/6M
Nieve, 2H
Cal, 5/6M
Amarisa, 3/4C

This week’s story is
Lottie & Walter
by Anna Walker (Penguin Random House)

Watch it now
https://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au/story-time/

School Terms 2020
Term 4

Pupil Free Day

Public Holidays 2020

2nd November

Nov 3rd: Melb Cup Day

Contact
Elizabeth Street

5th Oct to 18th Dec

Newport 3015 Victoria
9391 8942

Principal’s Report

Dear Parents
It was wonderful to see many of our children and staff get dressed up for this week’s book week celebrations and last week’s
footy day. Both days were enjoyed immensely by the children and it was terrific to have so much fun back into our school after
the months of remote learning.
A big thank you to all the staff but especially to Erin and Lee for co-ordinating the days and to all the parents for assisting with the
creating of the fabulous dress-ups for their children. (I did hear some rumours that a number of parents were quietly celebrating
the thought of not having a book character parade in 2020 but I’m so pleased they pushed those thoughts aside upon the
announcement of the book parade and helped their children make some amazing outfits for the day- well done!)
Sensory Garden- I am very pleased to inform the school community that the construction of the school’s incredible new Sensory
Garden will hopefully begin next week. This amazing project was ‘seeded’ from the profits gained at last year’s school fete and
School Council will contribute the remaining funds to complete the project this year.
Initially we were going to conduct a number of school fundraisers to obtain the required funds for the garden but unfortunately,
this was not possible due to COVID restrictions. School Council believed that it was important that our children, and especially our
Yr. 6 students, have something very special and exciting to remember this year, rather than being a year dominated by COVID and
have decided to make the funds available to complete the project without further fundraising. The creation of a special garden
for us all to enjoy, now and for many years in the future, will be an excellent way to remember the 2020 school year.
Construction will take approximately 4-5 weeks and will be completed by the end of the year. A big planting day is planned near
the completion of the project when all the classes will be involved with the planting of over 400 plants for the garden.
School Accommodation- The school was recently informed by the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) that an additional
Mod 5 (single level -2 classroom) building will be allocated to Newport Lakes Primary School to accommodate our required
student enrolments in 2021.
This was very disappointing news for the School Council as we have been strongly advocating for the last 12 months for a
replacement of one of the present mod 5 portables with another mod 10 double storey building rather than an additional building
being placed on our present school footprint.
Unfortunately, these requests were not possible to fulfil as there was only a limited number of Mod 10 building available and it
was explained to the school that there were other schools of greater need for these buildings than our own.
The new mod 5 building will be located beside the western side of the oval along the Elizabeth St. fenceline where the Play POD
and sand pit are presently located.
2021 Grade Selection- School leadership is presently investigating the possible grade structures for 2021. Consideration of the
student numbers for the whole school, numbers in each grade level, teaching curriculum levels, ensuring that we are within the
Education Department guidelines and that we have an even distribution of numbers of students in each class, will all be
determining factors in the selection of the best option for next year’s grade structure. At this stage, it is very likely that we will
have 22 classes (determined by the proposed enrolment for 2021) but the composition of the grades or the teachers of the grades
has not been decided. After the school organisation has been finalised, students will be placed into their 2021 classes.
If any parents believe that their child may be transferring to another school in 2021, it is very important to make the school
aware of this information. Notification can be made directly to your child’s teacher or an email/ phone call to the school office.
Some parents may wish to notify the school if there is any information that they feel is important when considering the selection
of next year’s class for their child. This is an opportunity for parents to inform the school of any information that would be
beneficial or important in the selection of their child’s grade in 2021. Parents are asked not to select a teacher, as this will not be
considered.
Parents must note that notifications made last year or in previous years are not ‘carried over’ or considered for the 2021 grade

Principal’s Report (Continued)
selection. If parents believe that an issue should be considered, it is important that a new notification is written to the school.
This notification must be written and can be emailed to the school newport.lakes.ps@education.vic.gov.au Notifications will be
forwarded to the respective Team Leaders to assist the teachers when they are selecting the grades for the following year.
Notifications can be made up until Friday 6th November 2020. All will be given consideration, but no promises or guarantees can
or will be made. If you have any queries in regards to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact either Janet Gill or myself at
the school.
School Survey Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an
annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist
schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and
experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning
and improvement strategies.
All parents will be invited via Compass message, and have been sent out the details to participate in this year’s survey. The
Department of Education engages an independent company to conduct the survey and all responses to the survey are
anonymous. This year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 19th October to Friday 13th November.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the
fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in a range of
languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish,
Punjabi and Greek. The results of the survey will be used by school council, staff and school leadership to assist in the future
planning of our school.
Morning arrivals and School Ground Supervision -Parents are reminded that playground supervision (teacher on duty) is provided
before school from 8.45am-9am and after school until from 3.30pm to 3.45pm. Students should aim to be at school between 8.45
and 8.55am. This allows them to see their friends, chat or play a short game before school begins at 9.00am.
Students should not be in the school grounds before 8.45am as a teacher is not on duty before this time to ensure the safe
supervision of the children. If you require supervision for your child before school, the before school childcare is available from
6.30am. Please contact QB on 9742 5040 for bookings or further information.
Pupil Free Day & Public Holidays -A final reminder that next Monday Nov 2nd 2020 is a pupil free day . There will no school for
children on this day as teachers will be writing student’s reports and Tuesday 3rd will be the Melbourne Cup public holiday.
World Teachers Day
This year Victoria will celebrate World Teachers' Day on Friday 30 October 2020.
World Teachers' Day 2020 will celebrate teachers with the theme 'Teachers: leading in crisis, reimagining the future'. This theme
reflects the commitment teachers have made as leaders particularly teaching throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,
in a range of environments.
World Teachers' Day is a chance to recognise and celebrate the incredible contributions teachers have made in Victorian
communities, as they help to teach the future.
We are very fortunate to have such excellent teachers at Newport Lakes Primary School and on behalf of the entire school
community , I would like to express our sincere appreciation on everything you do for our school and our children. Thank you
I hope you all have great week.

David Moss
Principal

Henry and Lily, 1R
Flynn and Ruby, 1T
Edison and Harley, 1A
Oliver and Mabel, 1L
Harper and Liam, 2S
Nina and Matisse, 2D
Grace and Daniel, 2H
Jasper and Aurora, 3/4C
Chloe and Ethan, 3/4A
Thomas and Laila, 3/4J
Tom and Salome, 3/4E
Amelia and Matilda, 3/4W
Olivia and Finn, 3/4T
Jackson and Alyssa, 5/6A
Jay and Chloe, 5/6M
Sumaya and Rags, 5/6E
Eden and Eliza, 5/6W

Parent Club News

After 16 weeks of remote learning, the buzz on Elizabeth Street on the first day back was huge. It was lovely to see so many
smiling faces at the gate and back in the playground!

Parent Club would like to give a BIG shout out to our wonderful teachers and all staff for pushing through such a strange time
and helping our kidlets to keep on learning and stay connected to our wonderful NLPS community.

Term 4 for 2020 will be very different to what we know from the past, but Parent Club will keep the wheels turning when and
where we can, so keep an eye out for any info.

We ran our very first online uniform sale during the term break and we were very pleasantly surprised that it went off without
any issues! Thank you to all those who purchased uniforms and for being patient with us. We raised $380 which is fabulous.
We have heaps of stock at school, so we will start going through things and will organise another sale for later in the term. We
might do a call out for donations also, so please jump on the Facebook page and look out for announcements.

We hope you all had a great first week back and that term 4 is a nice smooth end to this year!

Last Thursday at NLPS, we celebrated footy day! It was an absolute blast!! To start off the day, the Preps to Grade 2’s
participated in many great activities including a tackle bag, handball target, marking station, a kicking activity and an awesome
game of poison ball! After recess, the ¾’s and ⅚’s did a ‘kicking into the bin activity,’ which was very difficult, however quite a
few either touched the bin or got it in! The day then finished off with a Teachers VS Students footy match and a sausage sizzle,
which everybody enjoyed.

Years 3—6 Sports Day
Next week there will be separate days sports days, one for the Grade 3/4 students on Thursday, Nov 5 th and one
for the Grade 5/6 students on Friday, Nov 6th.

The aim of the day is to have fun and be active. Obviously there will be no following stage of competition after
that week but we wanted to put on this day, particularly for our Grade Six students who have already missed out
on so much in 2020. It is also a house team event so the House Team Cup is up for grabs, students are encouraged
to wear their house colours on the day and ribbons will be awarded to the first, second and third placed
competitors at each event.

voice

ideas

Author Of The Week
By Chloe 2H
I am clever and shy.
I wonder when I can have a play date with friends.
I hear the soft breeze blowing through the blossoms.
I see a beautiful sunset reflecting off the calm sea.
I want to be able to travel to Canada
I am clever and shy.
I fell like escaping covid and flying away.
I worry that this world will never really be the same.
I cry when I know more families are torn apart because of covid.
I am clever and shy.
I understand that this lockdown won’t last forever.
I dream I can turn into a witch to defeat covid.
I try not to think covid is outside the window.
I hope I will get to play with my friends soon.
I am clever and shy.

organisation

By Gemma 2A

By Charlotte 2D

I am compassionate and friendly
I wonder when the pandemic will be over.
I hear bees singing in the lavender bush.
I see trees dancing in the wind.
I want to go and visit my friends and family.
I am compassionate and friendly.
I feel happy when I see the sun shining.
I worry that people will lose their family and be lonely.
I cry when I hear people are sick and are suffering,
I am compassionate and friendly,
I understand it’s hard to stay at home and only go out once a day.
I dream of going on a holiday to Disney land in China.
I try my very best to do karate and remote learning.
I hope we can go back to school soon.
I am compassionate and friendly.

I miss when the school bell goes,
When the people scatter and the breeze blows.
I miss when the pencils write and we all go home.
When we eat our lunch and we chatter, then lunch is over.
I miss when the teacher says please sit down and we get to
learn.
I miss when we do our homework and write a lot.
I miss playing with my friends, being with them and laughing
with them.
I hope I can see the sunlight again soon.
I hope things will go back to normal.

By Hux, 2D
I am bored in lockdown and sad
I wonder how China is going
I hear nothing
I see a big lock on the world
I want my friends
I’m bored in lockdown and sad
I feel down and worried
I worry about COVID –19
I cry if one of my friends get Covid
I am bored in lockdown and sad
I understand we have to stay home
I dream about being at Palmcove.

Dear Families,
We are excited to announce with the easing of restrictions announced on the 18th October that we have
resumed school photography. This is a really positive step forward, but it does come with restrictions.
As such, we are only able to offer for purchase individual portrait and our new COVID safe class photos.
Unfortunately, it is not possible for our staff to take sibling photographs whilst adhering to COVID safe
practices. We understand that this is a huge disappointment but trust that you understand this decision has
been made with your communities’ safety as our priority and that there are steep fines if we work outside the
current DHHS guidelines.
We look forward to working with your school in the coming weeks to give you and your children lasting
memories of the 2020 school year.
Kind Regards,
The advancedlife team

Phone: (03) 9852 1133 info@advancedlifevic.com.au www.advancedlife.com.au

Community News/Events (Continued)

ENROL YOUR CHILD IN
FOURYEAR-OLD KINDERGARTEN
FOR 2021!
If your child is turning 4 years old before April 30th 2021, then they are eligible to attend 15 hours of kindergarten next
year!
Kindergarten is free for Health Care and other Subsidy Card holders.
For more information or to enrol visit Council’s website:
www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au
Then click on:
Community > Community Services > Families & Children > Kindergartens
For enquiries call the kindergarten team on 9932 1000.
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SCHOOL TERMS 2020
Term 4—5th Oct to 18th Dec

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2020
2nd November

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2020
Nov 3rd: Melb Cup Day

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015
http://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au

