Newsletter 6th August, 2020

Principal’s Report
We would like to
wish the
following
students a very
happy birthday
Ryan, 3/4E
Lola, 1T
Caitlin, 3/4A
Zara, 3/4J

Dear Parents,
Throughout today, classroom teachers have been contacting parents by phone to ‘check-in’ on how our
children have been working with their remote learning studies at home. Initial feedback has been very
positive with most students engaging and working well with the new ‘Learning at Home 2.0’ program.
There has been a few suggestions from parents and we will follow these up. We may also make slight
adjustments to the program to ensure we continuously learn and improve the work being made
available to our families each week.
If you were unavailable to talk with your child’s teacher today, please contact the school and a mutually
suitable time will be arranged for a future phone call.

Fatima, 3/4W
Jana, 2A
Matilda, 5/6E
Elijah, 3/4J
Jack, Prep E
Indie, Prep E
Zoe, 3/4J
John, 1R
Gabriel, 5/6A
Anastasia, Prep D
Bella, 1A
Paul, 5/6A
Nina, 2D
Oscar, 1T
Khadija, 3/4J
Sumaya, 5/6E

School Terms 2020
Term 3
Term 4

Sound Playground Sculptures
The last of the three sound sculptures has recently been installed in school playground after a very, very
long time in the making. The sound sculptures have taken 6 years to design, build and eventually install.
They were originally funded by the proceeds from the 2014 Art Show.
The sound sculpture was the idea
of former music teacher - Kathy
Hirche. Together with our Art
teacher, Laura Russell, they put
together drawings of some of
their ideas and gave them to a
couple of our former parents,
Sally Best and Kylie Halarakis.
Sally and Kylie, with the
assistance of some of our other
wonderful and talented parents,
created plans with specific
measurements and specifications.
At the beginning there was a lot
of discussion and problem solving
around the designs and
eventually they came up with 3
large sound sculptures that will be
suitable to withstand the rigour required to be a ‘living sculpture’ in a primary school playground.
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The families involved in the designing and building were;
Tony Mead and Michelle Gowing - parents of Bridie in grade 6 and Caitlin in grade 4
Nicholas and Daria Hewitt - parents of Matthew in grade 6
Former family of NLPS, Kylie Halarakis - mother of Alexander and Gregory
Former family of NLPS, Sally Best - mother of Nicholas Best, twins Lucy and Madeline Best.
Although completed a number of years ago, the challenge
has been to find a suitable home for them in the playground.
They are ‘sound’ sculptures so they needed to be located in a
setting where they children could play with them but without
too much disturbance for those around them ( eg. not near
my office) and also in a position where they would not be
required to be re-located due to new and updated buildings.
As the school has increased in size and acquired new
classrooms and resources over the last 3 years, we have had
to continually look for new locations for the sound
sculptures.
We believe that they are now located in positions in the
playground where they can be accessed and enjoyed by all of
our children for now and many more years to come.
Thank you to all those involved and we look forward to our
students playing with our living sculptures upon their return
to face-to-face learning and for many years after that.
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Farewell
Last week we farewelled Ibu Lyndal who will be having another baby later this year. We wish all the very best to her and her
family.
We have some guest presenters who will be starring in some special Prep and yr. 1 Indonesian videos for the remainder of the
term. Please check out next week’s LOTE lessons for some fun and interesting Indonesian sessions presented by some familiar
faces.
Keep on Whistling
When having an early morning chat with our wonderful Janet
the Lollypop Lady I noted that it was quite difficult to blow a
whistle whilst wearing a mask.
As a special gift to our special helper to our school, I was
pleased to present her with a hand held battery powered
whistle this week.
Although there are only a couple of students and parents to
assist across the Elizabeth St. crossing at this present time, the
entire community will at some stage be able to return and Janet
will still be there to safely cross the street to get to school- with
her new whistle in hand.
2021 Prep Enrolments
Although times are difficult, we will overcome this pandemic and there will be a next year. Our children will return to a school
where they will feel safe and connected, our year 6 students will go onto secondary school and we will have a new co-hort of
preps beginning at Newport Lakes Primary School.
If you have a child that turns 5 before 30th April 2021, and would like to enrol them at Newport Lakes Primary School please
contact the office to collect an enrolment form, alternatively, enrolment details and forms are available on the school website.
Due to restrictions, we have not been able to conduct our usual school tours and information sessions for prospective prep
parents. To compensate this loss, the school has also put together a series of videos with information about our school, the
specialist subjects and a sneak look into our classrooms.
If parents have any further questions after viewing these videos, they are most welcome to send us an email and we can assist
with your individual enquiries.
We have also delayed our due date for 2021 prep enrolments from the usual date of the end of term 2 until this Friday August 7.
It is very important for our school planning that we are aware of any siblings that may be enrolling in Preps next year.
Also, if you believe your child may be transferring or re-locating to another school the earlier you can notify the school the
greater you can assist the school in its forward planning and preparation.
I hope you have a good week. Take care and keep safe.
Regards
David Moss
Principal

voice

ideas

Author Of The Week
This week we wanted to feature the incredible achievements of Jane in 5/6A, who was encouraged to enter an adult writing
competition called NYC Midnight. The challenge is to write a 100 word story using the genre, word and action allocated. There is
only 24 hours in which to write. Only writers in the top 20 will progress to the next round. The first piece that Jane submitted was
in the top 20!!!! She then progressed to round two. She was allocated the genre: action/adventure, with the word: remind, and
the action: hugging someone.
Jane’s second piece below received an ‘honourable mention’, putting it in the top 200 entries. We know you will be blown away
by Jane’s entry! A huge congratulations to Jane!

The Saviour by Jane Z. 5/6A
Glimpses of a ship ploughing through waves. With every breath snatched, I bellow for help. Hallucination or reality,
after a night in the frigid sea I’ll take my chances.
A lifeline is tossed. I thrash towards it but mother makes no move. She has surrendered. I hug her tightly to me, then
with a wail release her and she is quickly gone.
Punishing waves disorient me but I am determined. A final kick and the rope is in my hand.
Hard deck. Safety. Relief floods me, until I sight the Jolly Roger. “There’s no escape,” the captain reminds me again."

organisation

The following is a message Jackson Castiglione (former drama teacher at NLPS currently on leave for 2020). Outside of teaching
Jackson works as an artist and director collaborating with children to devise professional performances, podcasts and short
films

Dear Parents
I want to share an exciting project I am working on that your child can potentially be involved with.
RISING (www.rising.melbourne), a new festival slated to take place from 26 May–6 June 2021, has commissioned me to begin
the early stages of development for a theatre work to be presented as part of the inaugural program. The work centres around
the childhood experience of parental separation, and is intended to come from the point of view of children; using their words,
perspectives and ideas. The intention of the work is to assist young people in finding their voice, and to show them that their
thoughts and ideas are of value. Equally it is an opportunity for a wider audience to learn through their perspectives and
experiences, which are both intimate and universal.
The interview questions will be carefully crafted to ensure the conversation is from the child’s point of view, exploring their
perception of this event with them.
Interviews will take place via Zoom video conferencing and be conducted by myself, Jackson Castiglione.
Criteria for taking part:
• You are comfortable with me interviewing your child over Zoom. Please note to allow the child to speak freely, we request
you are not present during the interview.
• Your child is aged between 7 and 10 years. (This can be a little flexible)
• You are divorced or separated but both parents are OK with your child sharing the story. (Understanding that your child’s
story will de-identified).
The resulting show will include a cast of 6 children in front of a live audience. Interviewees interested in this additional
opportunity will be invited to an easy and gentle audition process to join the cast. Successful cast members will be paid an
industry standard fee and asked to engage in 15-20 days of rehearsal process. We expect this to begin late 2020 or early 2021
leading up to a performance in May/June 2021.
If you and your child are interested, please contact me via jacksoncastiglione@gmail.com
Finally, I kindly ask that you do not share this invitation outside of the school community. If you know of someone who may be
interested in the opportunity, I am more than happy to reach out to them directly and sensitively, ensuring they are aware you
have passed on their details.
Cheers
Jackson Castiglione
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