Year 2 - Learning at Home - Week 4
Special task to submit to your teacher this week: Choose one - either your ‘Colour Monster’ from
Health or your STEM task for the week.

Please remember to use a grey lead pencil, to date each of your tasks and rule off after each activity.
This week, instead of including a daily timetable, we have provided some activities to complete
throughout the day. Health, Mindfulness and STEAM activities have been aligned for grades Prep
to 2, to simplify the delivery of content for families with more than one child across these year
levels.
This week there is NO assigned Essential Assessment Task

Day 1
Reading

Independent reading: (30 minutes)
Students read their take home readers and/or other just right books they may have at home.
Sunshine Online is also available for use at home:
Sunshine Online
username: newportlakes
password: newport
View the following teacher clip. Heidi reads a story and introduces you to ‘Questioning’ - this week’s Reading
focus.  https://youtu.be/WWmS7fy4KNQ
Questioning
Our focus this week is to ask questions before, during and after we read the text to help deepen our
understanding of the text.
Before
I wonder what this text might be about?
Can I use the front cover, blurb, illustrations and prior knowledge to predict what it might be about?
During reading
What does this word mean? How can I work it out?
What was the passage I just read about? Do I need to reread it?
What has happened so far?
After
What was the main idea?
What do I think about the characters in this book?
Did I like the way the book ended?
What am I still confused about?
Activity:
If you want to have a go at ‘Questioning’ on a book of your own today - view the following clip and write down
some questions you have before reading it, during the read (pause the video) and after reading. :
Amelia Earhart
Amelia Earhart: Little People, Big Dreams | Read Aloud Books for Children
Students look at the title and ask at least one of the before questions.
Press the pause button and ask some questions at the halfway mark.
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Finally answer at least 2 questions after finishing the story.
Students can pose their own questions and answer them. Think about how posing and answering questions
about what they read helps them to comprehend the text.
Students write the answers to their, before, during and after questions in their books. They should reread them
to make sure that the sentences are full sentences and that they are using correct spelling and punctuation.
Writing

Writing Warm
Ups: Before
students begin any
writing task for the
day, it would be a
good idea to have
them practise
some handwriting.
Selecting some
upper and lower
case letters that
are particularly
challenging (eg- r, p, q, f, b, x, etc.) is a good way to start.
Stretch a Sentence
The purpose of stretching a sentence is to add detail and to make it
easier to understand what is happening in your story.
To stretch a sentence you
need to start with nothing but a simple ‘who’. Next, you need to
describe what they are doing. Then you need to include when they are
doing it. Next you need to include where they are doing it. Finally you
need to add why they are doing it.
Your sentence should look similar to this example:
You should notice that I’m only adding to my sentence. I do not change
it. This template is available at the end of this document if needed.
Students should experiment with ‘stretching sentences’. They can use
the characters provided or they can make up their own. Students should
attempt at least 3 sentences. Make sure you use your best handwriting
and you draw a picture to make each of your sentences.
Who? An Ant
Who? A delicate rose
Who? A fierce dragon.

Maths

This week we will be focusing on Time in our Maths sessions.
We are learning to create our own analogue clock and use it to tell the time in
analogue, digital and worded formats.
Here is Paul introducing the Maths sessions for this week and the activity
below:
https://youtu.be/7_z0Zdacyw8
Warm Up:
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Watch Let’s Learn About the Clock
Activity:
1. Create your analogue clock to look like the example above: If you have access to a printer, please see
the attached document (sent via compass) and print the relevant pages to create your clock. If you do
not have a split pin to connect the hour and minute hands, you can use Blue Tac or hold the hands in
place with your finger. If you do not have access to a printer, you can create the clock on a piece of
cardboard/a paper plate or draw it in your book.
2. Take a picture of your clock with your iPad showing the current time.
Challenge:
After creating your clock, display some analogue times that you will also represent in digital and worded formats.
For example:
Analogue

Digital

Worded format

3:00

Three o’clock

Try using: o’clock, half past, quarter to and quarter past. After that you could try representing times in between.
P.E

Opening/Warm-up: Complete the PE Dance Routine from the link (it goes for approximately 4 minutes), or head
outside and complete the following scavenger hunt. Try to find as many of the following things as you can in five
minutes. You can tick the box next to each item once you find it. It is ok if you can’t find everything.
Item

Tick √

Item

A brown leaf

Spot a cat or dog

A small twig

A bicycle

A small flower

A picket fence

A small stone

A large rock

Spot a bird

A piece of fruit

Tick √

Kicking: This is our final week on ‘Foot Skills’. So far, we have practised dribbling, trapping and kicking a ball for
distance and accuracy. This week, we are going to revisit these skills by completing some different activities.
Let’s start with some revision and reflection.
a. Try this Kick – I want you to see what happens when you try to kick a ball using incorrect technique. Try each
kick five times and explore what happens each time. Kick the ball:
● with one eye closed or both eyes closed
● with no run-up
● when stepping past or well behind the ball
● with the toes
● without a back swing or follow-through of the kicking leg
● while keeping your arms at your side during the kick
● while keeping your kicking leg straight during the kick
b. Spend 5-10 minutes kicking your ball against a wall or to and from a partner by trying to avoid the things listed
above. Were you more comfortable and were your attempts more successful?
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Foot Golf – Place a hoop on the ground. If you do not have a hoop, you can use a skipping rope to make a circle
or simply draw a circle on the ground with chalk. Starting from 10-15m away, your aim is to take as few kicks as
possible to get your ball to stop inside your hoop/circle. You must wait for your ball to come to a complete stop
before you have your next kick. Once you have got your ball to stop inside your hoop/circle, repeat the game
with your aim being to take less kicks to succeed.
Variations:
– Start with your ball closer or further away
- Make your circle smaller/bigger
- Play with a partner. The winner is the person who gets their ball to stop inside the hoop/circle with fewer
kicks.

Day 2
Reading

Independent reading: (30 minutes)
Students read their take home readers and/or other just right books they may have at home.
Sunshine Online is also available for use at home:
Sunshine Online
username: newportlakes
password: newport
Questioning
Before
I wonder what this text might be about?
Can I use the front cover, blurb, illustrations and prior knowledge to predict this?
During reading
What does this word mean? How can I work it out?
What was the passage I just read about? Do I need to reread it?
What has happened so far?
After
What was the main idea?
What do I think about the characters in this book?
Did I like the way the book ended?
What am I still confused about?
No Place Like Home
No Place Like Home | Read Aloud Story for Kids
Students look at the title and ask at least one of the ‘before’ questions.
Press the pause button and ask some questions at the halfway mark.
Finally answer at least 2 questions after finishing the story.
Students can pose their own questions and answer them. Think about how posing and answering questions
about what they read helps them to comprehend the text.
Students write the answers to their, before, during and after questions in their books. They should reread
them to make sure that the sentences are full sentences and that they are using correct spelling and
punctuation.

Maths

We are learning to pair analogue and digital time while playing, ‘Roll it,
Tell it, Cover it’.
Warm Up: Answer the first ten questions at this link. Once finished and
you reach your daily practise limit begin the activity below. If you cannot
access the link there is a worksheet at the end of this document. Feel
free to complete both activities.
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Activity:
1. Refer to the game ‘Roll it, Tell It, Cover It’ at the end of this document.  You can either play against an
adult at home (or a sibling), or roll for a pet or a teddy if needed.
2. Take it in turns to roll a dice, then tell the time for the number rolled and either colour or place a
counter on the matching digital answer. If you can get five in a row going up/down, side to side or
diagonally before your partner you are the winner.
Challenge: Play with a more difficult game board.
Writing

Setting Description
Here is Miss Shacklock explaining the writing task:
https://youtu.be/g8IaQFWAz-U
When you write about a setting, you need to make sure you use lots of description so that whoever is reading
your work can picture themselves there.
You should try to use your 5 senses.
Your task is to select 1 or 2 of the following settings provided below. For the
image/s you chose, you need to write a description of the setting using creative
and precise word choice.

The following images are enlarged at the end of this document.
Challenge: Include a simile in your description. Eg: The chandelier was as delicate as a rose petal.
ART

Introduction - Pointillism
Pointillism is a style of painting where the artist uses small dots of different colours to paint an area. Up close
you can see the different coloured dots but from a distance, the colours blend to create new colours.
Below are examples by 3 artists. You can look at the artworks in more detail by clicking on the link. Look very
closely at the artworks, how many different colours can you see in the one area?

Pissaro - Eragny Landscape: https://www.wikiart.org/en/camille-pissarro/eragny-landscape
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Seurat - The river Seine at La Grande-Jatte:
https://www.wikiart.org/en/georges-seurat/the-river-seine-at-la-grande-jatte-1888

Dubois-Pillet – Vue de Paris: https://www.wikiart.org/en/albert-dubois-pillet/vue-de-paris-1885
Task:
You will be creating an artwork using the pointillism
technique.
Draw a picture of your choice using a grey lead pencil –
it could be a vase of flowers, your pet cat or a favourite
toy.
Add colour using texta, but if you don’t have texta use
pencils or crayons.
Add colour by making lots of dots, use 2 or 3 different
colours to the one area – see photo below.
Choosing colours is important. Colours that are next to
one another on the colour wheel work best, check your
colour wheel for colour ideas. Warm and cool colours
also work well. If you would like to share your artwork with Laura, please take a photo and email it to:
russell.laura.s@edumail.vic.gov.au

Day 3
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Writing

Setting Description
Your task today is to select 1 or 2 different settings out of the ones provided.
For the image/s you chose, you need to write a description of the setting using
creative and precise word choice.
Can you improve on the descriptions you have already written?
Challenge: Include a simile in your description. Eg: The chandelier was as
delicate as a rose petal.

Maths

We are learning to familiarise ourselves with units of time (seconds, minutes and hours)
Here is the grade 2 teacher team introducing this task:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B12w_k1fINQ&feature=youtu.be
Warm Up: The ‘10 Second Game’. Using a watch, iPad, clock, phone, etc. time yourself (or ask someone else to
time you if they’re available) to walk from one side of the room you are working in, to the other. The aim is to
move from one wall to the other in 10 seconds. If you touch the wall in less than 10 seconds, repeat. If you
touch the wall in more than 10 seconds, repeat. Record the number of attempts it takes you.
Activity 1:
1. Draw the table below into your book (using a ruler). This table is also available at the end of this
document as a worksheet.
2. Estimate how many of each of the activities you can
complete in 60 seconds and record each estimate in the
‘Estimate’ column.
3. Using a watch, iPad, clock, phone, etc. time yourself
while completing each activity. Count how many of each
activity you complete and record your result in the
‘Actual’ column.
4. Challenge: Using written or mental strategies, work out
the difference between your estimate and actual result
and record it in the ‘Difference’ column.
Challenge: Make a chart to display your understanding of the
units of time (on a piece of paper or in your book). E.g. 60 seconds = 1 minute, etc.

BQT
What is it like to
grow up
somewhere else?

Despite our differences!
Here is Denise introducing and modelling this BQT activity:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0Rs4HdGYA8&feature=youtu.be
Last week you were asked to think about your culture and how it has shaped you. We thought it might be fun
for you to think about what is the same and what is different between you and someone else, this could be a
friend, neighbour or cousin.
You will need to select someone that you can talk to (via computer, telephone, over the back fence, across the
road) and ask them some questions to work out how you are both similar and different.
You could ask them questions about:
- their culture or family (do they speak another language? Do they celebrate the same or different traditions?
Do they visit a mosque, church or shrine for worship? What is their family’s favourite meal?)
- their favourite food, sport, hobby, game, author or movie.
- how they like to spend their spare time
We have included a template at the bottom of this document for you to complete after your conversation.
Record what you found was the same and different between you and someone else.
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Music

We are going to be talking about Tempo and Rhythm this week. They are sometimes difficult musical
elements to describe because they usually work together.
Tempo; It is another way to say speed. In the song we are going to hear today, the music has a steady
tempo/speed; not too fast, not too slow. The beat stays the same the whole way through. I like to think of the
tempo as the beat I can bop along to!
Listen to the song ‘We Believe in You’ by Bess Rodgers. While you are
listening, move your body, find the Tempo. I’m sure you will agree, it is not
too fast, not too slow.
Rhythm; It is how the note values are grouped. We have done a lot of this in
class with 4 beats. The rhythms are made up of ‘Ta’s’, ‘Ti-ti’s’, ‘Sa’s’ and so on.
Task: This is where you get to use the instrument you made last week to play
along with the song! If you can’t find it, you may like to use a household item
as an instrument like some rice in a small container to make a shaker.
Listen to the song again and use the following rhythms that are with the lyrics.
Repeat each of the rhythms for the entire section. Or you might like to
improvise your own rhythms; Make up a new rhythm that matches the music!
Have fun having a sing and a jam!
The lyrics and chords are available at the end of this document.

Day 4
Reading

Independent reading: (30 minutes)
Students read their take home readers and/or other just right books they may have at home.
Sunshine Online is also available for use at home:
Sunshine Online
username: newportlakes
password: Newport
Questioning
Before
I wonder what this text might be about?
Can I use the front cover, blurb, illustrations and prior knowledge to predict this?
During reading
What does this word mean? How can I work it out?
What was the passage I just read about? Do I need to reread it?
What has happened so far?
After
What was the main idea?
What do I think about the characters in this book?
Did I like the way the book ended?
What am I still confused about?
Stephen Hawking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vj742IkCgxk
Students look at the title and ask at least one of the ‘before’ questions.
Press the pause button and ask some questions at the halfway mark.
Finally answer at least 2 questions after finishing the story.
Students can pose their own questions and answer them. Think about how posing and answering questions
about what they read helps them to comprehend the text.
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Students write the answers to their, before, during and after questions in their books. Reread them to make
sure that the sentences are full sentences and that they are using correct spelling and punctuation.
Writing

Roll a story
‘Roll a Story’ is so much fun!
Create fun short stories using the following Roll-a-Story chart. With each roll of
the dice (three total!), the students have a character, setting, and problem to use
as a basis for their creative stories.
See the enlarged chart at the end of this document.

Maths

We are learning to create a game board to display our understandings of time
Activity: Use the ‘Telling Time’ Game board (attached at the end of this document) and practise telling the
time with a partner. Follow the instructions on the game.
Extension Activity:
1. Create a game board similar to the example below to
display/reinforce your understanding of time. This can be
completed in a double page of your book or on a large
piece of paper/card (you could stick two A4 pieces of
paper together if you don’t have any A3 pieces at home).
2. There are many modifications you could make to the
example, such as: to include analogue, digital and
worded formats (as per session #1), time facts (as per
session #3), write something other than ‘Miss a turn’ on
the squares in the example, change the format of the
game board, etc.
3. Test your game board to ensure everything works.
4. Play the game with a member of your family.

Mindfulness
Select 1 or 2 of the
following mindful
activities.

Try: Squeeze and let go, tensing different muscles in the body for 5 seconds and then slowing releasing.

Day 5
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Reading

Independent reading: (30 minutes)
Students read their take home readers and/or other ‘just right’ books they may have at home.
Sunshine Online is also available for use at home:
Sunshine Online
username: newportlakes
password: Newport
Questioning
Before
I wonder what this text might be about?
Can I use the front cover, blurb, illustrations and prior knowledge to predict this?
During reading
What does this word mean? How can I work it out?
What was the passage I just read about? Do I need to reread it?
What has happened so far?
After
What was the main idea?
What do I think about the characters in this book?
Did I like the way the book ended?
What am I still confused about?
Caterpillar Shoes
Caterpillar Shoes
Students look at the title and ask at least one of the ‘before’ questions.
Press the pause button and ask some questions at the halfway mark.
Finally answer at least 2 questions after finishing the story.
Students can pose their own questions and answer them. Think about how posing and answering questions
about what they read helps them to comprehend the text.
Students write the answers to their, before, during and after questions in their books. Reread them to make
sure that the sentences are full sentences and that they are using correct spelling and punctuation.

Phonics/ Spelling
Conjunctions

As an introduction or to remember What is a Conjunction? view this short
video; Conjunctions Game for Grade 2 | Learn Connecting Words.
As you listen, start to make a list of the conjunctions in the video. What
were they?
Conjunctions are clever words that help us to stretch our thinking, to join
two compound sentences, to extend our sentences. Have a look at the list
below and add any to your list that you don’t already have.
Common conjunctions: so, and, or, while, because, but, since, after, if, although
Write out the following sentences and see if you can select a conjunction to fit the sentence. Re-read the
sentence to make sure it makes sense:
I remembered to buy the toy robot _______ didn’t remember to buy the batteries.
I forgot my lunch _______ I had to go back home to get it.
I ate my lunch ____________ the toy robot charged its batteries.
Write out the following two sentences. Use a conjunction and your imagination to extend the sentences:
The little bird flew ______________________________.
A dog ran through the park _______________________.

Health

Listen to this beautiful story The Colour Monster
After listening to the story, choose from the following activities:
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●
●

●

STEM

Make a list of things that you can do if you are feeling RED. Some
people like to take deep breaths or go outside to get some fresh air.
What could you do?
Choose some other colours that weren’t mentioned in the story and
write about what they feel like. You might like to follow the structure
that the author used. For example, yellow said, ‘This is happiness. It
shines yellow like the sun and twinkles like the stars. You feel bright
and light. You laugh, you jump, you dance! You want to share that
feeling with everyone.’ You might like to follow this example to
create your own description of another colour (what would purple
feel like? Orange? Brown?)
You might like to use the images below as a guide to draw your own Colour Monster, for the colour
that you chose. You might like to label how the body would feel/look/behave when they are feeling
this way. We have labelled one as an example.

MAIL A HUG (theleangreenbean.com)
During this STEM challenge, the focus will be on the learning asset of communication. Children will need to
work with another person to have their outline drawn and to ask for assistance where necessary. They will
also need to think carefully about the message they want to communicate to a loved one.
SUPPLIES:
Paper, sticky tape, pencils/textas/crayons/paint,
envelope, postage stamp.
What to do:
Join some pieces of paper together so that they are wider
than your arm width. Make sure that it is big enough to
cover the space from your armpits to just above your
head.
Next: Find a space where you can lay the paper down and
then lie on top of it, like in these photos.
After that: Ask someone to trace carefully around your
outline.
Then: Fill in the details like your face, hair and clothes and
then colour or paint your work.
Finally: If you are able to, cut carefully around your
outline (you may want to ask a grown up to help you do
this).
For a challenge: Measure your arm width. You could use objects from around
your house such as teaspoons or milk bottle tops, or use a ruler or
tape-measure.
Communicate: Think about who you would like to send your ‘hug’ to and write a
message for them on the back. Ask one of your grownups for help to address an
envelope to the person you chose, and then go for a family walk to the post box
to post your letter.
Reflection: Tonight at dinner, talk about how you think the person you sent your hug to will feel when they
get it.
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Stretch a Sentence
Who?
Doing What?

When?

Where?

Why?
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Maths Worksheet : Telling The Time
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Extension Game:
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How many can I complete in 60 seconds
(one minute)
Activity

Estimate

Actual

Star Jumps

Rock, scissors, paper
games (by yourself if
you don’t have anyone
to play with)
Running on the spot
‘heel taps’ - every time
your heel taps your
fingers that’s one
Write your full name
(first name and
surname)
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Difference
*Challenge*

21

