
 

 

School Terms 2020 

Term 2 14th Apr to 26th Jun 

Term 3  13th Jul to 18th Sep 

Term 4 5th Oct to 18th Dec 

Pupil Free Days 2020 

9th June (TB) 

12th August (TBC) 

2nd November 

Public Holidays 2020 

 

June 8: Queens Birthday 

Nov 3rd: Melb Cup Day 

Contact 

Elizabeth Street 

Newport 3015 Victoria 

 

We would like to 

wish the  

following  

students a very  

happy birthday 

 

Isla, 1L 

Weam, 5/6W 

Ali, 1T 

Chloe, 5/6M 

Lexie, 3/4T 

Maya, 1A 

Thomas, 3/4E 

Isaiah, 5/6M 

Zara, 1R 

Hamish, 2D 

Ben, 5/6M 

Henry, 1R 

Eva, 2D 

Eleni, 5/6m 

Eli, 5/6E 

Cas, 3/4E 

Toby, 3/4A 

Oliver, 1L 

Liam, 2A 

Luke, 3/4W 

Zoe, 1L 

 

Newsletter  May 7th, 2020 

 

Have you seen our new Story Time videos on the website? 

 

Each week (for isolation & maybe beyond) Janet and other staff will read one of their favourite 
children’s story books. They are a wonderful way for children to spend 5 minutes of quiet time at home, 
and feel connected to school. 

 

This week’s story is 

Mr Archimedes’ Bath 
by Pamela Allen (Collins Australia) 

Watch it now 

https://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au/story-time/ 

https://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au/story-time/


 

 

Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents 
 
Times continue to be very busy and many questions are now being raised about when we will be transitioning back to 
learning at school.   
 
Much of this is being driven by the media and pressure from the Commonwealth government. As far as Victoria is concerned, 
there is no change and we will continue to provide flexible and remote learning until the medical advice provided by our State 
Chief Medical Advisor changes.   
 
When schools are notified of any changes by our Premier and Education Minister, I will inform our own school community of 
what and how this transition will occur as soon as it is possible via a Compass notification. 
 
In the meantime I would once more like to thank our school community for your steadfast support and flexibility in the 
ongoing transition to our remote ‘Learning at Home’ program.   We know and understand it is a difficult time for us all, 
children, parents and staff but we must draw upon our school values of responsibility, compassion and resilience to ensure 
we all do our best to provide a positive learning environment and protect our family , friends, colleagues and community from 
the COVID-19 virus. 
 
Hopefully we can begin our journey back to normal operations in the near future but until that time arrives we must remain 
vigilant and keep on doing the best we can in all we do. 
 
Sensory Garden  As a result of  our fabulous Fete conducted last November, an amazing sum of almost $35K was raised for 
our school.  It has been decided by the Fete executive, in consultation with school leadership, to direct these funds towards 
the development of a Sensory Garden to be shared and enjoyed by our present and future children of the school.   The school 
has engaged a Landscape Architect to develop plans for this exciting project and the first task is to get the thoughts, ideas and 
feedback from our community.  Included in this week’s newsletter is a questionnaire which we invite our students and 
parents to complete and return to the school by May 15th.    
 
We cannot promise that all your ideas and suggestions will be included in the project but we will guarantee that they will all 
be viewed and considered in the development of the plan.  Further updates on the progress of this exciting project will be 
included in upcoming newsletters. 
 
Oval Upgrade   Works on the upgrading of our school oval to install an artificial turf surface consisting of a football oval & 
goals, cricket pitch and a 2 lane running track will begin next week.   As much as would have preferred to begin these works 5 
weeks ago, with very few students present at school, unfortunately this was unfeasible.   Multiple approaches were made to 
the contractors to bring forward commencement date but due to COVID-19 work restrictions placed upon the workforce, it 
was just not possible to begin the works at NLPS before next week. Safety fences around the construction area will be 
installed early next week and works will begin shortly after.  All going to plan, it will be a 6 week project and the works will be 
completed during the mid-year school break in readiness for the return to school at the beginning of term 3. 
 
Keeping connected  A number of school videos have been produced to help to keep us connected with our community. 
There is the national anthem for those families wanting to have their own assembly, some amazing new videos from our 
Respectful Relations student leaders on the school values and some great new books in the  Story Time page (and who will be 
our special guest reader next week???) 
 
They are all up on the school’s webpage – we invite you to check them out with your family. 
 
Take care & stay safe 
 
Regards 
David Moss 



 

 

Prep News 

Silver Linings - An update from the Prep cohort 

 

“The upside of remote learning is it’s so lovely seeing  
your child grow and improve before your eyes!”  

Karli J (mother of Tom, Prep D).  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Anastasia and her sisters wrote a gratitude letter thanking the frontline 
workers at The Royal Melbourne Hospital as part of their week 1 
writing task. This week they received this lovely reply. Their household 
and the teachers were very excited to receive this! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

James and his brother Josh have been having lots 
of fun making indoor forts and completing giant 
puzzles together during their play-based learning 
time.  Great collaboration! 

 
 
 

 

 

We actually had a really lovely moment today when I took Addison and her 
sister Georgie out for a walk to jump in puddles.  Addie had earlier listened to the 

‘Have You Filled a Bucket Today?’ story.  As we were walking along it started 
raining again so she ran up to Georgie, covered her with her own umbrella and 

asked me, “Mum, am I filling Georgie’s bucket?”. It was such a sweet moment and 
really great to see that she had understood and made a connection between her 

learning and her actions. So thank you! 
From Heather (mum of Addison, Prep H) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This week in 
Health, Grade 1s 

read the story, 
‘The Colour 
Monster’ by 
Anna Llenas. 

  

Students were asked to draw their 
own Colour Monster. They needed to 
think of the emotion/feeling that their 

colour monster was showing, and 
label how the body would feel/look/
behave when they are feeling that 

particular way. 

  

 

 



 

 

  

 

  

  

 



 

 

 
  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Yr 3/4 News 

  

 
This week, the 3/4 students have created dream bedrooms, maths art pieces that could sell for 
thousands, persuasive pieces that are hard to argue with and last but not least they have explored words to new 
depths. So let's just say this week the 3/4 students have been busy tackling the Learning from Home materials, and 
once again they continued to amaze the 3/4 teaching team with their resilience and positive attitudes. 
 
Here is a look at what the 3/4 students have been up to this week! 
 
STEAM- for STEAM this week, the children were presented with a scenario and had to design their dream bedroom. 
Below are some of our student designs: 

 
 
Angles Artwork 
This week the children learned about the different types of angles. Through the following artwork they 
demonstrated their knowledge of these angles: 
 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Frowlandsgillprimary.org%2Fclass-6b-home-learning-pack-week-3%2F&psig=AOvVaw3q1hhU0SZDSkjNWk2PoVqH&ust=1588397143527000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNif2dD2kekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

This week saw the 5/6 students tackle a bunch of different activities from home including making Oobleck 
for science, planning a narrative, investigating fractions and learning about French-origin words that we still 
use today in our everyday language! 

 

We apologise for the mess that may have been made in your kitchen this week, as our students had a go at 
making Oobleck, whilst investigating the difference between solids and liquids! 

 

 

Our 5/6 students have also begun to plan their narrative stories about competition, as a teaser before they 
start writing for their Early Harvest Writing Competition. Check out some of the students’ work below using 

Yr 5/6 News 



 

 

 
MUSIC SUDOKU 

 

 

 

GET CREATIVE- use the music symbols to make your own picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LISTEN TO THE MSO 

FROM HOME! 

I have been to see the Melbourne 

Symphony Orchestra many times. 

It can be costly and hard to find 

the time in our busy lives however, 

when I do get there I never regret 

it. They are a world class 

orchestra and really remind me of 

how important music is to us. Now 

is a great time to enjoy one of their 

stunning performances from 

home. The MSO would like to 

invite you to be part of our online 

concert series where they will 

broadcast performances from the 

MSO archives. Join them on the 

MSO YouTube channel every 

Thursday night at 7.30pm and 

Sunday at 3pm, to experience the 

magic of music! I hope you all take 

up the opportunity and see an 

orchestra in full flight. It really is 

something special.  

 

 

MUSIC NEWS 
 



 

 

 

HISTORY OF SPORT 

Sports records and events: MAY 7th 

1877 – Victorian Football Association 

(VFA) established 

1959 – Largest baseball crowd in 

history at the LA Coliseum (93,103) 

1986 – Steaua Bucharest beat 

Barcelona in the European Cup Final 

on penalties 

 

 

 

MAKE A MATCH 

Match the team with the sport or 

competition 

 

Team Sport 

Melbourne 
Vixens 

Cricket 

Collingwood 
Magpies 

AFL 

Boston Celtics Hockey 
 

Victoria 
Bushrangers 

Basketball 

Manchester 
United 

Baseball 

Hockeyroos Soccer 
 

Melbourne 
United 

Netball 

New York 
Yankees 

NBA/basketball 

 

 

 

SPORTS QUIZ 

1. How many players are 

there on a netball team? 

2. What does the term ‘birdie’ 

mean in a game of golf? 

3. In a game of snooker, how 

many red balls are on the 

table at the start of the game? 

4. Which flag is waved in 

motor racing to show the 

winner? 

5. What is Zumba? 

6. How high is the centre of 

the net on a tennis court? 

7. Which country invented 

volleyball? 

8. What is the name of the flat 

rubber disc used in ice 

hockey? 

9. What colour is the centre of 

the target in archery? 

10. In a game of darts, what is 

the highest possible score 

using three darts? 

 

Score: 8-10 = Gold Medal

 5-7 = Silver medal

 2-4 = Bronze medal

 0-1 = Keep training 

 

  

 

ANSWERS…  

QUIZ- Answers: 1. 7 2. Getting your ball in the hole one shot under par 3. 15 4. Chequered flag (black and white) 5. Exercise 

fitness program involving dance 6. Three feet/36 inches/91.44cm 7. USA 8. Puck 9. Yellow 10. 180 

MISSING LETTERS- e, s, m EYE SPY- mokey, blue car, fish, nine, hat, frog, duck, dinosaur WHAT IS THIS?- orangutan 

CHOICE BOARD 

Ride your bike or 
scooter 

 

Go for a walk or 
run 

 

Bounce a ball 

 

Toss and catch a 
ball 

 
Do sit ups 

 

Do 50 push ups 

 

Do star jumps 

 

Skip with a rope 

 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS 
 



 

 

 

WORD SNAKE 

4 Indonesian words are hidden below, 

one after another. The last letter of each 

word is the first letter of the following 

word. 

I M A K 
L A P E 

E G R L 

P A A U 
 

 

 

MISSING LETTERS 

What are the missing letters in these 

Indonesian words? 

 P     

T O  A T  

 H     
 O     

  A  A S 
 

 

 

 

QUIZ TIME 

Play in teams ‘Kids vs. Adults’ 

or score individually 

1. What is the capital city 

of Indonesia? 

2. Traditional Indonesian 

shadow puppets are 

made from what material? 

3. What is the name of 

Indonesia’s currency? 

4. What food is banned 

from hotels and public 

transport due to its 

horrible smell? 

5. Are sun bears a native 

Indonesian animal? 

  

 

ANSWERS…  

WORD SNAKE- keluarga, apel, lima, apa QUIZ TIME- 1. Jakarta 2. Buffalo skin/leather 3. Rupiah 4. Durian 5. Yes  MISSING LETTERS-

m, n, n WHAT IS THE FINAL VALUE?- enam belas WHAT IS THIS?- a rice field 

WHAT IS THE FINAL VALUE? 

 

 

 

 

 

THE INDONESIAN NEWS 
edisi #dua 

WHAT IS THIS? 

Languages Online is a great 

FREE app if you want to keep practising 

your Indonesian. It includes games, 

listening activities and tasks which cover 

a huge variety of                              

topics and year                                

levels.  



 

 

 

 

 

Artwork of the Week 

 
Wassily Kandinsky, Composition 8, 1923, 140cm x 

200cm. 

Quiz Questions 

1 - What are the 3 primary colours? 

2 - What is the complementary 

colour to red? 

3 - Who painted the Mona Lisa? 

4 - What art gallery does the Mona 

Lisa hang in? 

5 - What is the name of the 

technique used when you cut and 

paste pieces of paper to create a 

picture? 

6 – What are the 3 secondary 

colours? 

Spot the Difference 

Can you find 2 things that are different in these two artworks? 

     

Online Learning and 

Activities 

Learn about and explore 

tessellations with this 

interactive website from the 

Queensland Art Gallery of 

Modern Art 

http://www.visualarts.qld.gov.

au/exhibitions/apt/2009/cac/

monir/ 

Learn about the creative 

process with this animated 

TED Talk for children. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/br

andon_rodriguez_the_power

_of_creative_constraints?lan

guage=en 

 

Quiz Answers: 1 – red, blue, yellow; 2 – green; 3 – Leonardo da Vinci; 4 – Louvre Museum; 5 – Collage; 6 – purple, 

orange, green. 

Spot the Difference Answer: one moustache; one goatee beard   



 

 

 GET ONLINE – YOGA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
40SZl84Lr7A 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i
WowDC3x0hE&t=482s 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
LZAaZDVqCiA 

 

 

 

 

GET ONLINE- ZUMBA 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
FP0wgVhUC9w 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y
migWt5TOV8 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
wheGAwTdrak 
 

 

WHY DO ACTORS 

DO TONGUE 

TWISTERS? 

Tongue twisters are a great 

way to practice and improve 

pronunciation and fluency. 

They can also help to improve 

accents by using alliteration, 

which is the repetition of one 

sound. They're not just for 

kids, but are also used 

by actors, politicians, and 

public speakers who want to 

sound clear when speaking. 

Try practicing these tongue 

twisters 

Selling Sea Shells. She sells 

seashells by the seashore. 

Peter Piper picked a peck of 

pickled peppers. 

A peck of pickled peppers 

Peter Piper picked. 

If Peter Piper picked a peck 

of pickled peppers? 

Where's the peck of pickled 

peppers Peter Piper picked? 

How much wood would 

a woodchuck chuck if a 

woodchuck could chuck 

wood?  

He would chuck, he would, 

as much as he could, and 

chuck as much wood,  

as a woodchuck would if a 

woodchuck could chuck 

wood. 

  

 

PUPPETS  

Thank you so much to all the students who completed their puppets in week 2.  

They are amazing and it really looks like you enjoyed your time making them. You 

should be very proud of your work. Here are some examples of the puppets made 

by the preps and grade 2s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAMA NEWS 
 



 

 

 

 

 

While we are all in isolation the RR Team are here with weekly videos to keep us all entertained. Learn some new 
games, see what it’s like in their house & know that even if YOU are feeling isolated the RR Team are with you 

because we are all in this together. 

 

Watch the first video now: 

 

 

https://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au/rr-videos/ 
 

https://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au/rr-videos/


 

 

ACTIVITY: Positive coping  
Respectful Relationships @ Home  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Draw or write the positive coping strategies that 

you use in the boxes.  

In the yellow boxes, write an example that you 

use just at ‘home’ and ‘school’.  

HOME 

SCHOOL 

ACTIVITY 1: 



 

 

ACTIVITY: Positive coping  

 

 

ACTIVITY 2: 

It’s useful to share ideas of positive coping strategies to use in our everyday lives. 

Ask the members of your family about the coping strategies they use. List their answers 

below.  

 

Respectful Relationships @ Home  

P
o
s
i
ti
v
e
 
c
o
p
i
n
g
 
s
t
r
a
t
e
g
i
e
s 

Name: Name: Name: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    



 

 

ACTIVITY: Positive coping  
 

 

ACTIVITY 3: 

Positive coping strategies can be grouped into different styles or categories.  

Think about your positive coping strategies that you identified in the first activity.  

 

.  

Respectful Relationships @ Home  

Coping Styles Positive coping strategies 

Energetic 
Activity 

Includes things like exercise, sport, dance, active play which can help lift 
your mood 

Self-calming 
Activity 

Includes thing that calm you down like drawing, meditation, paying, 
being in a quiet space, listening to soothing music, taking a shower, 
snuggling in bed, walking the dog, stroking the cat, cuddling a teddy 

Social Activity Includes thing like talking things over, help-seeking or connecting with 
or spending time with others 

Shifting 
Attention 

Includes things that take your mind to a different place like reading, 
watching TV, playing games, doing a favourite hobby 

Getting 
Organised 

Includes activities that help you plan, get organised, like making lists, 
tidying up, making a plan, organising an activity, making a game plan 

  
Which coping styles (categories) do you mostly use? 

  
  
What coping styles (categories) do you use least or not use at all? 

  

  
What positive coping strategies do you use: 
  

 When you feel stressed or angry 

 
 

 When you feel tired 

 

 Regularly (most days or every week) to help you feel happy and content 

 
 

 What’s one new positive coping strategy that you could try over the next week? 

  



 

 

 
 

Exciting News!!!!! With the money raised at last year’s Fete 

we are creating a beautiful Sensory Garden at school.  

 

HAVE YOUR SAY! 
Fill in our questionnaire, ask your kids what they would love or draw a picture 

and tell us what YOU would love to see in this area. With your ideas & the expertise of 

our amazing landscape architect we will do our very best to create an amazing space 

for all students to use. The garden will be near the multipurpose room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return by May 15
th

 -  email: newportlakesps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

mailto:newportlakesps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

QUESTIONAIRE 

Return to:  newportlakesps@edumail.vic.gov.au by May 15th 

 
With the school outdoor area (see aerial), what do you see as a good part of this space that 

needs to be kept as part of the new design? 

 

What are the best and worst features of this area? 

 

What educational elements would you like to see in the space? 

 

What fun activities would you like to do in the space? 

 

How can we make the space inclusive for everyone? 

 

What sensory elements do you want to see in this space and how can we use them? 

 

Draw a picture of something you’d like to see in the space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:newportlakesps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 
 
 
Think about the space as a sensory garden or play space which is not a playground but 
an area that uses all your sensors. These include "touch, smell, sight, taste and sound 
and can also include the balance and movement of your body." 
 
 

SOME SENSORY EXAMPLES 
 



 

 

Parents Club News 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi all,  

We hope you’re all well as we stumble our way through having the kidlets 24/7 and attempt to balance crisis 

schooling with work and other responsibilities.  

 

We’d like to share our heartfelt thanks to the classroom teachers, specialist teachers, support staff, and David and 

Janet for supporting our school community through this time. Personally, we’re finding managing 1/2/3 kids at once 

a challenge, so I have no idea how teachers manage to do it all day every day with an entire class!  

 

In late term 1, the Parents Club exec met with David and agreed to postpone all activities until further notice. Our 

main event for term 2 is the lovely Mother’s Day breakfast which we may consider running on another day in the 

year. Stay tuned for more info. On that note, we wish all mums and grandmas a wonderful day on Sunday 10 May.  

We held the AGM back in term 1. The 2019 Presidents report is copied below. Massive thanks to the formidable Lisa 

O’Brien Hynes for being el Presidente in 2019 and again in 2020.  

 

Finally, we’ve shared the class friendships list a few times now to ensure people can connect. If you don’t have your 
friendship list or would like to be added, please drop us a line at nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com including your child’s 
name and class, your name, email address and phone number.  
Stay safe and be kind  

 

Prue, Erin, Maria and Lisa 

 

mailto:nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com


 

 

President’s Report 

Date: 14/02/2020 

 
The NLPS Parent’s Club continues to be an important part of the fabric and culture of the school 
community.  This occurs through the organisation of events which promote a sense of school community and 
fun for our children, students and for the parents / carers. Sometimes these events come with the added bonus 
of fundraising, although our emphasis is continually on Fun and Friends no Funds. 

2019 was our second year of the formalised Parents Club structure in accordance with the Department of 
Education, and the founding spirit and ethos continued. The 2019 office bearers were: 

 Prue Handbury – Secretary 
 Nicole Stupka – Treasurer 
 Erin Stubbs –  Vice-President 
 Lisa O’Brien Hynes – President 
 
This core Exec committee had been renominated from 2018 with Nicole and Lisa switching roles (President and 
Treasurer).  While this core group moved the Parents Club into the current format and momentum it now 
has.  The backbone of the club continues with the many parents and family members who volunteered their 
time to coordinate and help with our events, and so supporting and enhancing our school community and 
culture. 

Some of the events run by and supported by the parents club in 2019 were:  

 Bake Sales and PreLoved Uniform Sales 
 Bunnings BBQ 
 Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 
 Mothers Day and Fathers Day Breakfasts 
 World Teacher Appreciation Day 
 Prep Scavenger Hunt and Picnic 
 Icy Pole Days 
 Election Day Barbeque 
 Sushi Days 
 Lunch Order Thursdays 
 Gold Coin - Footy Colours Day in support of the Fight Cancer Foundation 
 Coordination of Christmas Presents for Specialist Teachers and School Support Staff 
 Fete 
 
Some of these events raised funds to school resources, like the new outdoor giant games and bean bags, kiln, 
art and wool supplies for art club and lunch time art activities, supplies for the music program, and so on. 

2019 was an exciting and productive year for the Parent’s Club. Our hope is to continue this trajectory, to work 
on documenting our activities and processes to make hand-over easier for the next generation of parent 
volunteers. In 2020 our commitment is to be more thankful to those that assist across the many activities that 
occur in school and out of school hours, and to forge closer relationships with the School Council.  

 
Lisa O’Brien Hynes 

 

 

Parents Club News (Continued) 



 

 

Community News/Events 



SCHOOL TERMS 2020 

 

Term 2—14th April to 26thJune 

Term 3—13th Jul to 18th Sep 

Term 4—5th Oct to 18th Dec 

 

 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2020 

 

9th June (TBC) 

12th August (TBC) 

2nd November 

 

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015 

http://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewportlakesps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cnewport.lakes.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C7a29a23e287b440315ac08d767cebdd6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637092009978587628&sdata=zn6XSvA

