
Newsletter  November 28, 2019 

Important dates to put in the diary 

Thursday 28th November 2020 Prep Transition Day 2 

 Parent Club Meeting @ 7.30pm Junction Hotel 

Friday 29th November Book Club Orders due 

 Icy  Pole Day 

Monday 2nd December - 

   Wednesday 4th December Yr 3/4 Camp—Anglesea 

Thursday 5th December Yr 2 Cooking Incursion 

 Yr 5/6 STEM Incursion 

 2020 Prep Play Day 

Friday 6th December Yr 1 Excursion to Apple Highpoint 

 Yr 5/6  STEM Incursion 

Tuesday 10th December Yr 6 to Yr 7 Transition Day 

 2020 Prep Play Day 

Wednesday 11th December Parent Helpers Morning Tea—11am—11.30am 

Thursday 12th December Yr 4 to Yr 5 Transition Information Night—6pm in MPR 

Student Awards 

Huxley, 1C Timmy, 1C Matisse, 1C Eva, Prep L 
Ava, 1R Zackary T, 1R Archie, 1R Oliver, Prep L 
Harper, 1O Aven, 1O Sienna, 2J Anne, Prep S 
Felix, 2M Amelie, 2O Zara, 2S Zoe, Prep G 
Fletcher, 3/4E Sonny Duke, 3/4W Lexie, 3/4H Kate, 1C 
Stephanie, 3/4M Malie, 3/4L Rudy, 5/6D Charlotte, 1R 
Will, 5/6J Alexander, 5/6A Matthew, 5/6M Isla, 1R 
Abby, 1O Chelsea, 1O Tom, 2J Ruby, 2J 
Helen, 2J Sarsha, 2M Lewis, 2O Lily, 2S 
Jomana, 5/6D Jay, 5/6A Ruby, 5/6M 

School Terms 2019 

Term 1: 29 Jan—5 April 

Term 2: 23 April—28 June 

Term 3: 15 July—20 Sept 

Term 4: 7 Oct—20 Dec 

Pupil Free Days 2019 

25th June 

20th August 

4th November 

Public Holidays 2019 

March 11: Labour Day 

April 22: Easter Monday 

April 25: Anzac Day 

June 10: Queens Birthday 

Sept 27: Grand Final Day 

Nov 5th: Melb Cup Day 

Contact 

Elizabeth Street 

Newport 3015 Victoria 

 

We would like to 

wish the  

following  

students a very 

happy birthday 

 

Mali, 3/4L 

Marco, 1R 

William, 5/6M 

Patrick, 5/6M 

Amelie, 2O 

Lorayne, 3/4M 

Oliver, Prep S 

Aston, 5/6D 

Adam, 2O 

Nicholas, 5/6A 

Charlie, 5/6D 

Jemima, 2O 

Yasmin, Prep S 

Jordan, 3/4W 

Vincent, 1O 

Emily, 2O 

Peggy, 2J 

Jordan, 1C 

Thomas, 3/4H 

Joseph, 5/6A 

Lucienne, 5/6D 

 



 Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents, 
 
Keeping our children safe on our streets  As the weather begins to warm up we notice that there are many more 
children riding their bikes, scooters and even skate boards to school. Even though this is wonderful to see, and 
strongly encouraged for the many benefits it provides to our environment, traffic management, children’s health 
and well being there is also an increased risk to the safety of our children caused by the hazards from drivers and 
vehicles on the roads. 
 
I have also received feedback from a number of parents that have experienced some very bad behaviour from a 
few of our senior children riding their bikes to and from school. Unfortunately there have been a number of  
reports of careless and dangerous riding, and at times, rude comments from a few of the children when spoken to 
in regards to their actions. 
  
If you get the opportunity this week-end go for a bike ride or scoot with your children on their usual pathway to 
school and reinforce some of the possible dangers and hazards and the extra care they need to take on our  
footpaths and roads.  Ensuring that your child is always wearing their helmet, that they ride at a speed where they 
can avoid any unexpected dangers, don’t ride too close to the fence line so they can avoid any pedestrians or  
vehicles coming out of gates or driveways, stopping at intersections to ensure that it is safe to cross, demonstrate 
how to safely share the footpath with other users including pedestrians and other bike riders etc. are all ways in 
which you can make it safer on the streets and roads for your child.  And you can have a great family activity at the 
same time!  
  
School Buildings and Facilities    The school has not been successful in gaining the requested double storey  
building for 2020 (to replace one of our single storey portables). The school was offered an additional one-storey 
portable but has not accepted this due to the impact this would have an outdoor play space for the children. We 
have been able to re-arrange classrooms for 2020 and utilise existing space so that we can manage without  
additional classrooms in 2020. School Council and the school leadership team will advocate strongly with the  
Department again next year for a double storey portable for 2021 and beyond to address increasing enrolments. 
Our local member Melissa Horne is also being kept updated about this process and has been very supportive. Now 
that accommodation has been confirmed for 2020 we are proceeding with a tender process to engage a contractor 
to complete the synthetic turf for the football oval. Works on this will commence early in 2020. 
 
School Organisation for 2020    Although there still may be changes between now and when we begin the new 
school year, based on the numbers that we currently expect, we are planning to have 21 grades in 2020 with 
straight grades from P-2 and composite grades in Yr. 3/4 and Yr. 5/6.   
  
Our current enrolment is 494 and we are expecting to increase to approximately 525 in 2020.  With this increase of 
students, we will be adding an additional class in the yr. 3/ 4 area. 
   
The expected school organisation is as follows; 
  
Principal / Assistant Principal 
21 classrooms  
4 x Foundations (Preps)  (av. class size 22.0) 
4 x Yr.1 (av. class size 22.5) 
3 x Yr.2 (av. class size 24.0) 
6 x Yr.3/4 (av. class size 27.5) 
4 x Yr.5/6 (av. class size 28.0) 



Principal’s Report  (continued) 

 Specialist programs 
  
Physical  Education & Sport  
LOTE (Indonesian)   
Visual Art   
Performing Arts ~   Music and Drama   
Intervention Teacher 
   
The decision of school organisation including the choice of straight and composite classes was based on the  
number of students we had at each year level, after having many discussions with staff and leadership, parental 
feedback and the funding available to the school from the education department. 
  
Victorian state schools are primarily self managed and staffing decisions, including how many teachers a school  
employs, what areas they teach and the programs a school conducts (specialist areas, intervention programs, extra 
curricula etc.) are decisions made by the Principal in consultation with staff.  
  
Each school receives yearly funding and it is the principal’s role to ensure the school operates within this budget. 
The funding is based on a formula involving the actual number of students enrolled on census day (February 28 
2020) and then additional funds for special needs for which the school may be eligible. These include low  
socio economic, EAL (English as an Additional Language), remote location, etc.  Much of this information is gained 
when parents complete their enrolment form when their child first begins school. Questions such as the parent’s 
present occupation, highest level of education, language spoken at home, etc. all go towards determining a  
children’s level of need.  At Newport Lakes Primary School we are classified as ‘high’ in the level of socio economic 
and ‘mid-low’ in the area of EAL thus qualifying the school for very little additional funding. 
  
When determining class sizes in a primary school, the funding formula allows for, as a general rule, 1 classroom 
teacher for every 25-26 students.  After this has been established, we then look at differing models involving 
straight classes, composites or a mixture of both. We look at the numbers in each grade level, the social groupings 
of the children, special needs, parental expectations and departmental requirements. It is also a department  
expectation that the P-2 year levels will have less numbers, on average, than the upper grades.   
  
At NLPS we also have 4 specialist teacher programs (PE, Visual Art, Performing Arts –Music/Drama , and LOTE –
Indonesian) all with their trained and qualified teacher and a specialist Intervention teacher. This is unique for a 
primary school, as most will only have 3 specialist areas.  
  
We will also continue to employ Education Support staff in literacy and numeracy intervention programs and  
continue to provide additional assistance programs wherever possible in 2020.  Although there will never be  
sufficient funds to provide the level of assistance to every child that many parents and we would like, we will  
continue to do the very best with the limited resources we receive.  
  
The school will also continue to employ Carolyn, our first aid assistant in 2020. The Education Department does not 
provide any designated funding for a first aid assistant in a primary school so the position is self-funded by the 
school. Many of your children have been to see Carolyn during the year and their visits have been expertly followed 
up with the parents. We believe the appointment of the ‘First Aid assistant’ has been very successful and an  
excellent addition to the services we offer the families of our school. 
 



Principal’s Report  (continued) 

Australian Tennis Championships -congratulations to Sam S in Yr. 6 on gaining entry into the 12U Australian 
Championships at Melbourne Park in December. He will be competing against the best 12 year old boys from Aus-
tralia and overseas and we wish him all the very best. 
 
Yr. 3/ 4 camp  The Yr.3/ 4 students are staff are off to the YMCA camp in Anglesea next Monday to Wednesday. 
There are  plenty of fun activities on the program including beach walks, high ropes course, giant swing, archery 
and of course, the infamous camp concert and ‘star wars’.  A big thank you to all the staff and their families for 
giving up their personal time and usual family routines to attend the camp and be on call 24/7 to ensure that the 
children have a safe, enjoyable and successful camp.  
 
We are all hoping for some good weather early next week and wish all the happy campers and staff have an enjoy-
able and safe trip. 
 
 
David Moss 
Principal 
 



Parents’ Club Report  

Parent Club 

Members 2019 
 

President 
Lisa O’Brien Hynes 

 
Vice President 

Erin Stubbs 
 

Secretary 
Prue Handbury 

 
Treasurer 

Nicole Stupka 
 
 

General Members: 
 

Joanne Cheng 
Hannah Bald 

Michelle Kinniburgh 
Catherine Grant 
Maria Udovicic 

Rachel Hoogstrate 
Dewi Pearce 
Tara Naylor 

2019 Projects 

 
Second Hand Uniform Stall 

Bake Stalls 
Icy Pole Days 

Weekly Fresh Fruit Platter for 
Prep-Grade 2 
Mothers Day 
Fathers Day 

World Teacher's Day 
Australia's Biggest Morning Tea 

Footy Colours Day 
Election BBQ  
Bunnings BBQ 

Life Education Session 
Special Lunches 

New Prep Student Play Dates 

Parents’ Club contact—nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com 

 

Icy Pole Fridays are on THIS Friday 29 November and will be run also on Friday December 13th.  

Thanks to all the helpers that soldiered on through the mishap of not quite frozen icy poles; the 

new process of cutting and our new sustainable initiative of returning the wrappers.  You and the 

students did amazingly!  Please let Sarah Thompson or nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com now if you 

can assist. 

 

2020 Prep play dates  

The first two Parents Club coordinated play dates for the incoming Preppie Class of 2020 have 

been a great success.  With two more to go we thank Prue Handbury, Sam Pierce, Jean Graham, 

Lisa O’Brien Hynes and Erin Stubbs for assisting with these dates . The last two play dates are at 

school between 2.30 – 3.30pm on: 

 Thursday 5 December  

 Tuesday 10 December  

 

2019 Prep Party  

What a HUGE success massive thanks to Nicole Stupka, leading the Scavenger Hunt  / Party again 

in 2019 with the support of Prue Handbury, Lisa O’Brien Hynes and Ben Hynes.  Thanks also to the 

generous donations of art supplies from Parents and leftover from the Fete. 

 

Specialist Thank You Gifts 

All the specialists, administration, traffic supervisors and of course Janet and David hold a special 

place in our children’s lives (as they should).  As a NLPS community we want to say THANK YOU.  

TO do this we have placed envelopes at the Office where you can donate to gifts that we will pur-

chase to say thank you on behalf of the school community  for all that they do.  If you are able 

please donate prior to Wednesday 11th December it would be greatly appreciated. Please note 

that any contribution is welcome and is optional.  

 

Annual General Meeting 

The Parents Club will be holding their Annual General Meeting in early February 2020 

mailto:nlpsparentsclub@gmail.com


Parents’ Club Report (continued) 



Respectful Relationships 

ACTIVITY: Positive coping  
ACTIVITY 1: 

 

Draw or write the positive coping strategies that you 

use in the boxes.  

In the yellow boxes, write an example that you use 

just at ‘home’ and ‘school’. 

HOME 

SCHOOL 



Respectful Relationships (continued) 

ACTIVITY 2: 

It’s useful to share ideas of positive coping strategies to use in our everyday lives. 

Ask the members of your family about the coping strategies they use. List their answers 

below.  

 

 

Po
siti

ve co
p

in
g strategies

 

Name: Name: Name: 

       



Respectful Relationships (continued) 

ACTIVITY 3: 

Positive coping strategies can be grouped into different styles or categories.  

Think about your positive coping strategies that you identified in the first activity.  

 

Coping Styles Positive coping strategies 

Energetic Activity Includes things like exercise, sport, dance, active play which 
can help lift your mood 

Self-calming Activity Includes things that calm you down like drawing, meditation, 
paying, being in a quiet space, listening to soothing music,  
taking a shower, snuggling in bed, walking the dog, stroking 
the cat, cuddling a teddy 

Social Activity Includes things like talking things over, help-seeking or  
connecting with or spending time with others 

Shifting Attention Includes things that take your mind to a different place like 
reading, watching TV, playing games, doing a favourite hobby 

Getting Organised Includes activities that help you plan, get organised, like  
making lists, tidying up, making a plan, organising an activity, 
making a game plan 

  
Which coping styles (categories) do you mostly use? 

  
  

  
What coping styles (categories) do you use least or not use at all? 

  
  

  
What positive coping strategies do you use: 
  

 When you feel stressed or angry 
 

 When you feel tired 

 

 Regularly (most days or every week) to help you feel happy and content 

  
What’s one new positive coping strategy that you could try over the next week? 

  



Author of the Week 

As the sun hid behind a gloomy grey storm cloud, Emily unenthusiastically shoved tangled weeds and vines out of the 
cracks of her back yard fence.  She unexpectantly discovered a door.  The lonely door that stood between 2  

dimensions, lived so old, so ragged and rusty, that even the most observant children never discovered it until now.  

 

By Emily, 2S 

Wandering through the graveyard, it felt like something was watching me.  A shrill cry echoes in the mist.  I feel dizzy 
and as if about to fall over when the air turns black all around me.  All I can see in this empty abyss of darkness is one 

huge old brick house with vines growing on all four walls.  The old wood porch was falling apart and the roof was  
caving in.  I stumble into the building.  Curiosity fills me.  The floor makes an ear piercing creak as I shift my weight 

from foot to foot, walking down the eerie hallway.  I shudder as a cold breeze passes by me.  A hand as cold as ice grips 
my arm tightly. 

 
By Tara, 5/6D 

The castle was old.  The old pale stone was mouldy.  The trees were dead but the pointy thorns were so sharp you 
couldn’t see the ends of them.  I couldn’t believe it, all the things I went through to get here.  Deadly animals,  

waterfalls and much, much more.  The old moat had missing planks and the remaining planks were rotting away.  I 
didn’t know how old this castle was, I am assuming a thousand and something, but nobody knows.  I shivered, once, 

twice, I managed to do it seven times!  A cold breeze went down my spine.  I slowly walked towards the castle and all I 
saw was pitch black. 

 
By Lorelai, 1C 

Theo’s shoulder was squeezed by the man’s frail fingers gripping onto Theo, he struggled to get free his tiny body 
wriggling and squirming but it was not use.  Theo was a distant door in view.  He stopped suddenly and looked at the 

man’s beard whose beady eyes sparkled. 
 

Rudy, 5/6D 

In the middle of the night in a shallow alleyway a mysterious noise kept on bouncing back to Olivia’s head.  She  
wondered what it could be.  Suddenly she saw what it was, it was a creaking door.  She looked at it cautiously.  She 
opened the door in horror, she looked in, “nothing seems to be here”, she said, but she was wrong.  A voice echoed 

from upstairs.  “I have been waiting for  you”, said the voice.  Olivia crept up the stairs in the scared-est way she could 
be. 

 
By Summer, Prep N 

A guy walked to a big house. There was a light in the keyhole of the door. Something will happen if you go in there. 
Something scary or horrible is about to happen. A man looked inside the big house through the keyhole and there was 
a werewolf, a zombie and a tall spider. He ran in the bedroom and there were some real life dolls, toys and teddies. He 
ran and saw a scary big city. They got him and took him to a scary jail. He felt very upset. He had just had a bad dream 

again, when he woke up he was okay. 

 

By Ethan, 3/4M 



Community News/Events 



Community News/Events (continued) 



SCHOOL TERMS 2019 
Term 1- 29 Jan – 5 April 

Term 2- 23 April – 28 June 
Term 3- 15 July – 20 Sept 

Term 4- 7 October – 20 Dec 

 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2019 
25th June 

20th August 
4th November 

 
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2019 
March 11, Labour Day 

April 22, Easter Monday 
April 25, Anzac Day 

June 10, Queens Birthday 
Sept 27, Grand Final Day 

Elizabeth Street Newport VIC 3015 
http://newportlakesps.vic.edu.au 

newportlakesps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewportlakesps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cnewport.lakes.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C7a29a23e287b440315ac08d767cebdd6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637092009978587628&sdata=zn6XSvA
mailto:newportlakesps@edumail.vic.gov.au

